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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hell-o car people!  

Seems like this pandemic just started and it's almost done, time to think 

about getting the cars of yesteryear out and shined up. We haven't done 

anything, except for a couple of guys like Steve Illsey who are very dedi-

cated, and that's the fault of the older members who don't want to take 

time to plan things, worse yet we aren't teaching the younger members how 

to plan trips, our events. You younger members if you have a question or a 

problem finding parts or how they go on, just ask one of the older members. 

Okay now as you know I am a member of the Lions International, and the 

Oakmont Lions are taking over the Fathers Day car cruise on Fathers Day. I 

thought it would be a great thing if we helped if we went as a very large 

group, and show off your chariot of steel sorry you vet guys show them your 

fiberglass. Some of you guys have been going for years. It is a fundraiser for 

the Oakmont Club, but the money stays in the community to help people in 

need. The NHHAC use to have car shows, flea market and give money to  

organizations to help there cause, but it gets boring when no new people 

want to participate and help. Hope I didn't offend anybody.   

                                                            President Mike   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 13      NHHAC Monthly Meeting, Sunday 3pm, Church of Our Saviour, Glenshaw 

March / April    Ladies’ Lunch, to be determined.     

March 25 - 27  Spring Getaway at Berkley Springs WV  RESERVE by March 5th 

March 25     Men’s breakfast, 8:00 am, Eat n Park Wexford at Rt 910 & I-79 

April 10        NHHAC Monthly Meeting, Sunday 3pm, Church of Our Saviour, Glenshaw 

April 29        Men’s breakfast, 8:00 am, Eat n Park Wexford at Rt 910 & I-79 

May 8th       Mother’s Day    (meeting moved to next Sunday) 

May 15        NHHAC Monthly Meeting, Sunday 3pm, Church of Our Saviour, Glenshaw 
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Women’s Lunch 
All welcome, 2nd Wednesday of each month.  None scheduled at this time. 

Anyone interested in attending or to take over organizing the Ladies’ Lunches 
please call Jackie Sheerer at (412) 367-3138 

Spring Getaway at Berkley Springs WV 

March 25-27 2022 

The Country Inn, 110 South Washington Street 

 Berkley Springs WV 25411 
2 hrs 45 minutes via PA Turnpike to Breezewood and I-70 South 

to US-522 South 

There is a hospitality room available for games and socializing. 

Visit the mineral springs & and take a museum tour.  

See George Washington's bath tub.   Antique stores and shops are in walking distance. 

A planned lunch at the Panorama Bar & Grill Saturday.  

Optional driving tour available Saturday. 

Each room has 2 queen beds.  Tentative price: $129.99/ night + 12% tax 
Call the Inn at (304) 258-1200 to make your reservation.  Mention the group block for the       

North Hills Car Club. 

Notify Bobbie and Dave Carpenter after making your reservation at 

(724) 443-0314 or email bcarpent@consolidated.net 

 
"Last call to make a reservation for the Berkley Springs getaway. 

Make your reservation by Saturday March 5th."  

                        In Memory 
 

Jim Arnold, a long time member of our Club 

and the Early Ford V8 Club passed away on 

January 21, 2022.  Please keep his wife 

Monique and family in your thoughts and 

prayers. 
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Driving Tours 
We have been very fortunate in the past to have members organ-
ize driving tours.  Not only does it keep our vehicles “in tune” but 
also club fellowship.   After many years of organizing tours Steve 
Illsley is passing on the whistle.  Would you be  interested in 
planning a drive?    Many tours have been planned in the past 
and can be retraced.  An easy back road drive to lunch or an ambitious scavenger 
hunt?  As much or as little as you are comfortable doing.   Please consider and 
contact me or a club officer for help and planning.  Thank you,  Cindy Cook  
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Arthur Bowen is selling his complete collection of 1/18 Die Cast vehicles 

in dust covers, with shelves and hangers and misc items.  If you would be 

interested or may have a buyer source for him, please contact him directly 

at (412) 855-1511 

mailto:gt350man@verizon.net
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A Brief History of the Chevy El Camino  
        from H&H Classic Parts  https://hhclassic.com/ 
 
In the history of the automotive world, no car has evoked the existential stoicism of the Chevy El Camino. 
Is it a truck, or is it a car? We'll try to answer that question in this post. But first, a little history:  
 

Beginnings 
The El Camino was a direct challenge Ford's 
Ranchero, a utility coupe dominating a previously 
untapped market.  GM flirted with coupe-type 
trucks such as the Chevrolet Cameo Carrier and 
the GMC Suburban Carrier in 1955, but they went 
all-in with the El Camino for the 1959 model year. 
The El Camino was built on a modified Brook-
wood station wagon platform. 

The first generation didn't last long. It could have been the new flamboyant wings of full-sized Chevys or 
perhaps the Ranchero's hefty stake in the market, but after just 2 years and 36,409 El Caminos produced, 
Chevy dropped the axe on the model. 
 

Second Generation (1964 - 1967) 
With the Ranchero still selling well, Chevy brought back the El Camino on the proven Chevelle platform. 
The second-generation variant leaned more toward practicality but also had the option of packing a 327 
cubic inch small-block V8 rated up to 300 hp in 1964. 

A year later, a performance version of the V8 was 
available that pushed it up to 350 hp. This trend of 
growing engines continued over the next few years, 
culminating in a 396 V8 big block rated up to 375 hp. 

Certain Chevy models received a refreshed design in 
1967, the El Camino included. This comprised of a 
new front bumper, grille, and trim. Air shocks were also 
incorporated, which allowed drivers to compensate for 
heavy loads. 

For those of us that have or have had an El Camino, it holds a special place in our hearts.   
Ted and Cindy Cook’s 1987 El Camino Conquista 
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Third Generation (1968 - 1972) 
In alignment with its popularity, the El Camino grew in its 
third generation and was built on a 4-door sedan wheel-
base. Despite its larger size, it was lighter than the previ-
ous generation thanks to lighter construction and a front-
end restyle with quad stacked headlights. 

This is the generation where the El Camino made the 
jump from utility car to sporty ride. The Super Sport (SS) 
396 was launched alongside a Chevelle twin in 1968. It 
didn't hurt that you could pack the big block V8, which was 
sadly discontinued in 1975. A few select 1970 El Caminos 
received the LS6 454 cubic inch engine, which was Chevrolet's most powerful engine and was rated up to 
450 hp. 

With 1971 came government mandates requiring lower-octane unleaded fuel, which resulted in reduced 
performance and power with the rest of GM's vehicles. A rebadged El Camino called the GMC Sprint also 
debuted, which featured the same transmission and engine as the El Camino. 
 

Fourth Generation (1973-1977) 
The fourth generation started with a dramatic 
restyling, and catalytic converters were now 
standard equipment on all models. The El 
Camino was lucky enough to retain a Super 
Sport version for this generation, as Chevrolet 
dropped the Chevelle SS in 1973 and Nova SS 
after 1976 (they had previously discontinued the 
Impala, Monte Carlo, and Camaro SS trims). 

A new grille would debut in 1975, and a 105 hp 
250 cubic inch I6 was the standard engine. The 
V8 was still an option, but the aforementioned government mandates meant that the 454 was only putting 
out 215 hp. 
 

Fifth Generation (1978 - 1987) 
The fifth and final generation saw a smaller, sleeker El Camino with sharper styling and a single headlight 
design. V6 engines were available for the first time, and from 1982 through 1984, diesel engines sourced 
from Oldsmobile were also an option. 

After the 1984 model year, El Camino production was moved to Mexico, and in 1987, the El Camino was 
discontinued thanks to outstanding sales of the Chevrolet S-10 pickup. 
 

Legacy of the El Camino 
It's been more than a quarter century since the last El Camino rolled off the production line, and its story 
reads like a washed-up celebrity who was in the spotlight, then out of it, then got back in for a late-career 
surge before being cast to the side for newer, better models. But is there room for a comeback? 

Chevrolet debuted an El Camino concept in 1995 based on the full-size Caprice station wagon, but pro-
duction was cancelled thanks to the rise of the SUV. All we can do now is wait patiently for a possible fu-
ture with an El Camino, and ponder the all-important question: Is it a car, or a truck? If you asked Chevy, 
they'd tell you it's whatever you want it to be. 
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