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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Happy 50th Anniversary 

North Hills Historic Auto 

Club! 

We had a great turnout at 

the picnic. Big thanks to Jan 

and Bonnie Smith for     

planning and to members 

who helped with set-up and 

clean-up.  

See you in October at our new location, 

Church of Our Savior 

Stay safe and watch out for wet leaves. 

MJ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 10   NHHAC Monthly Meeting, Sunday 7pm, Church of Our Saviour, Glenshaw 

October 13   Ladies’ Lunch, 11:30 am, Springfield Grille, Mars.   Reserve with Jackie 

October 17   Fall Leaf Tour, 10:30 am, Eat n Park Wexford at Rt 910 & I-79 (details page 3) 

October 29   Men’s breakfast, 8:00 am, Eat n Park Wexford at Rt 910 & I-79 

November 10   Ladies’ Lunch, To be determined.   Reserve with Jackie 

November 14   NHHAC Monthly Meeting, Sunday 7pm, Church of Our Saviour, Glenshaw 

November 26   Men’s breakfast, 8:00 am, Eat n Park Wexford at Rt 910 & I-79 



NHHAC NEWS October 2021  Page 2

 

Minutes of September 12, 2021 
The meeting was called to order by President, Mary Jo Phillips, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  There were no guests present. 

Secretary’s Report: There being no additions or corrections to the August 2021 minutes, a 

motion was made by Steve Illsley and seconded by Ken Barker. 

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was given by Jack Swaney with a balance being 

the same as last month,  $2,580.54.   A motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report 

by Jackie Sheerer  and seconded by Jenny Barker. 

Wellness Report:    None to report. 

Old Business:     Need a secretary  

Meetings to be held the second Sunday of the month, 7 p.m at Church of our Savior.  

Check newsletter for address 

New Business: 

A fall tour is being planned by Steve Illsley.  Stay tuned for details. 

Members shared fun stories about Herman Bickl.  

Big thanks to Jan and Bonnie Smith for arranging the picnic and to members who helped 

set-up and clean- up. 

Submitted by Mary Jo Phillips 

Women’s Lunch 
Women’s Lunch on Wednesday, October 13th at 11:30 am at 
Springfield Grille, 7001 Crider Rd (off Rt 228), Mars 16046 

All welcome, 2nd Wednesday of each month. 
For reservations and more information, call Jackie at (412) 367-3138 

Suggested by Pat Santelli:  Edinboro Homecoming 2021- ride in style into the decades at the reunion 
BBQ Friday, October 8, 2021, from 6-8:00PM on the university's campus, Doucette Lawn. Classic cars 

invited. Contact Melissa Giardini to RSVP the car to be featured: http://your.edinboro.edu/bbq 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fyour.edinboro.edu%2Fbbq&data=04%7C01%7Cjgray%40edinboro.edu%7C4d12994d9ebb4b0e580208d977b0f3a6%7C37276120c0ea4e07b71d97d95c2e39bd%7C0%7C0%7C637672424176500976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4
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Fall Leaf Tour   -   Sunday, October 17th 
Starts at 10:30 a.m.  

Eat n’ Park 

2650 Brandt School Rd, Wexford, PA 15090 

Sign In sheet at October meeting or call 

Mike Paine  (412) 366-6891 or 

Steve Illsley (724) 553-8386 

for more information and attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hershey Antique Car Show and Parts Market 

By Joe Acker 
 

   It is that time of year again, starting October 8, the greatest antique car event in the coun-

try, if not the world!  For those club members who have not been there, it is a must for the 

automobile hobbyist.  When I attended Hershey in the seventies, there were less than 1000 

vendors spaces.  Today there are about 10,000 and over 20 miles of walking, if you cover all of 

the aisles of parts and cars for sale.  Early on there was one field of vendors and today there 

are 4 separate fields of parts vendors, plus an area designated to just cars for sale called the 

car corral.  Just to give you an idea of size, I set up with Dave Kurash from Florida, (a past 

President of our club) in his spaces in the Chocolate field, and that is over 1 mile from Jack 

Dougherty's spaces in the white field.  Better bring your most comfortable walking shoes if 

you plan to attend! 
   Weather is of paramount importance and I have been there when the weather was so hot I 

came home with sunburn.  I have also been there in snow flurries and rain.  Last year it rained 

every day except Saturday, which ruined the event especially the sale of car parts. …….. 

A look back to 2003  -  Newsletter Excerpt 

And the tradition continues as a number of members are off to Hershey again this coming Monday, October 4th!! 



 

October to May Meetings 

2nd Sunday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

(no meetings January or February) will be at: 

Church of Our Saviour 

2405 Clearview Drive, Glenshaw, PA 15116 
 

Between Thompson Run Road (west) and Mt. Royal Boulevard (east) 

Access from Scott Avenue to Hamilton Avenue to Clearview Drive 

For Sale 
Complete collection, all five (5) American 

Graffiti 1/18 Die Cast Autos 

1958 Impala; 1955 Chevy Coupe; 

1951 Mercury chopped Coupe; 

1956 Ford T-Bird; 

1932 Ford Deuce Coupe, yellow, 5 window. 

In Dust Covers, Shelves with hangers 

$60 each 

American Graffiti DVD Movie 

Take all $300.00      Retiring 

Arthur V. Bowen   (412) 855-1511 
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Annual Picnic and 50th Celebration  -  September 12th 
Stories were told, laughs were shared, and friendship flowed.  All for the enjoyment of antique cars! 
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Celebration of Bill Swaney’s life 

September 19th  -  Mar’s Train Station 
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“50 years ago there were a variety of “antique” vehicles owned by the founding members.  But I suspect the   

oldest was the Model A.  This story is an example of how common interest and sharing was a benefit to many.” 
 

Dearborn or Bust 

The A. Bud Lawton Story  
By: Joe Acker 

 
   Most of you know Bud and the blue 30 Model "A" Ford Roadster he drives to most events.  Bud bought 

this car several years ago from Larry Givens, who bought it from club member Bill Glesner, who bought it 

from me.  I guess that is why I have a special interest in this story. 

When Bud bought the car from Larry, it was a stock Model "A" with a 

correct 4 cylinder engine.  Bud always wanted an "A" that performed 

better and ran faster, so began taking steps to improve his car. 

   About 2 years ago, he replaced the stock Model "A" engine with a 

Model "B" engine out of a 32 Ford.  This engine is still a 4-cylinder 

power plant but has a little more horsepower.  Still striving for better, 

Bud installed an electronic ignition system and an overdrive unit, then 

added an overhead valve system with dual carburetors and manifolds.  

He also completely pressurized the oil system and actually tried 4 dif-

ferent carburetor systems on the car.  He solicited the help of a couple of club experts, Jack Dougherty and 

John Kaiser, and after many months of grueling work, got the modified "B" engine in his Model "A” and 

out on the road. 

   As with any engine modification, a few problems surfaced and some further changes had to be made.  

Bud, not being one to give up easy, took the car to some engine experts, some as far away as Strasburg, Pa.  

As each of these wizards did their magic touch, more or different problems would show up.  Last summer, 

after all of the problems had supposedly been fixed, Bud drove the car on our Ohio trip.  More problems 

occurred, "to put it mildly", and back in the repair shops went the Model "A" and "B". 

   Bud was determined that this car would run anywhere and to prove his point, signed up for the trip to the  

Ford 100 year celebration in Dearborn, Michigan.  He went with the Model "A" club and unlike a lot of the 

participants of this event, drove his car rather than trailer it.  With the numerous problems he has had since 

he started this project, it appeared that trailering might have been a reasonable option. 

   So on Sunday June 29, he and his friend, club member Jack Dougherty, set out for the 900 plus mile 

round trip.  Bud asked we all say a prayer for him for a safe journey and one without a mechanical break-

down.  I guess his prayers were answered as he made it!  Now I am one who questions, can miracles really 

happen, but I have become a believer.  Not only did he make the trip without incident, but won the          

Reliability Award. 

   Now that Bud has accomplished what seemed the impossible, all of the Model 

"A" owners in our club will want an engine like his.  The only question is, would 

we be willing to go through the trial and error period that Bud experienced for 

several years to meet his goal.  In closing, my congratulations to you Bud for 

your perseverance and patience sticking with this odds-against-you endeavor.  I 

guess on future trips, we will let Bud lead the pack, as he will be long gone and 

out of sight before we reach our next stop.  

A look back to 2003  -  Newsletter Excerpt; Many thanks to Joe Acker for recording Club history. 
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