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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

A great big "Thank you!" to all the folks that have made it to the meetings at the 

Mars Train Station. It's great to catch up on club happenings and plans. The  

toughest part at this time is making plans!  

We have our annual picnic scheduled for September 13, for more information 

read the minutes and newsletter. 

Be sure to sign up at the next meeting or call Jan and Bonnie Smith to reserve your 

spot. 

It's happened again! Some members were sent an email asking for gift cards. 

1)  I'll never send an email asking anyone for gift cards, money, checks, or wire     

transfers. (I like to beg in person, easier to tug at the heart strings) 

2)  Any email concerning the club will be sent from the club email, 

nhhacnews@yahoo.com  

This has happened a few times so we took the club directory off of the website.  

All the information is in print form that you receive in January. 

Stay safe. Stay sane. Stay healthy! 

MJ 

Thank you to Jen Barker for Meeting Photos 
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NHHAC Minutes July 14, 2020 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Women’s lunch and Men’s breakfast temporarily suspended  

August 11 (Tuesday)   Monthly Meeting; 7:00 pm, Mars Train Station 

September 13  (Sunday)  Annual Picnic 



OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 

President 

Mary Jo Phillips  (724) 316-8809 

maryjo4458@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 

Ken Barker  (412) 486-2767 
 

Treasurer 

Jack Swaney  (724) 272-9405 
 

Secretary 

Jackie Sheerer  (412) 367-3138 
 

Directors  

Steve Illsley, Past President 

Jean Nelson King,  Term 2020 

Rich King, Term 2021 

Jackie Sheerer, Term 2022 

Jan Smith, Term 2023 

APPOINTIVE POSITIONS 
 

Flea Market Chair 

Daryl Elliott  (412) 600-9580 

elliottdj50@gmail.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Cindy Cook  

nhhacnews@yahoo.com 
 

Merchandise Director 

Diane Otto  (412) 821-2473 

dotto1208@aol.com 

Steve Illsley  (724) 553-8386 
 

Webmaster 

Jennie Barker 

jennieandken@yahoo.com 

 

 

Email Information List 

If you want to be included on the email list that informs members of cancellations, 

member illnesses and similar events between newsletters, send a note to Cindy Cook 

at nhhacnews@yahoo.com 
—–———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Wellness and Condolences 

Get-well cards, contact Jackie Sheerer: 

(412) 367-3138 or redbug17@verizon.net 

Funeral flowers/fruit baskets, contact Jack Swaney: 

(724) 272-9405  or  carnut123@hotmail.com 

CORRECTIONS & OMISSIONS / PHOTOS, STORIES AND EVENTS TO: 

 Editor at  nhhacnews@yahoo.com 

Is your information in the club directory 

correct? 

Send changes (address, phone, email, vehicles) to: 

Pat O’Neill 

675 Bairdford Road 

Gibsonia, PA  15044-7880 

(724)768-7484 
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Membership Application Form 

On club website at  

http://nhhaclub.com/membership-info/ 

Send with annual fee to: 
Pat O’Neill 

675 Bairdford Road 

Gibsonia, PA  15044-7880 

1) Nash (offered on their Airflyte model) 

2) 1973 Oldsmobile Tornado 

3) C.F. "Red" Lombard, Professor, USC 

mailto:gt350man@verizon.net
mailto:nhhacnews@yahoo.com
http://nhhaclub.com/membership-info/
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Re-Inventing Car Safety Isn’t Always The Best Idea        By Sean O’Neill 
 

The likes of us in the NHHAC and other antique car enthusiasts around the country are well aware that our 

1939 Buick or 1958 Oldsmobile are, generally speaking, unsafe for the modern road, considering: 
 While the first seatbelt was patented in 1885, it wasn’t offered an in an American car until 1950 (Can you 

guess which manufacturer? Answers on prior page.) 
 The most rudimentary driver/passenger airbag was invented in 1951, but was not commercially available 

until 1973 (Know the Make/Model?) 
 The first motorcycle helmet designed to absorb the shock of impact was patented in 1953 by a professor 

at University of Southern California (Any bikers know his name?) 

 Front impact testing wasn’t established until 1978, creating a standard of safety at 35mph 
 

Much like Preston Tucker (and his Tucker 48) was an engineer ahead 

of his time, I wanted to introduce you to another visionary: Walter C. 

Jerome and his 1958 Sir Vival. Jerome was a graduate of Northeastern 

University’s College of Engineering and began his career in  

Massachusetts. He enlisted ten of his students over the years to  
transform a 1948 Hudson Commodore into the safest vehicle on the 

road, primarily focusing on front-end or head-on collisions. 
 

In its marketing materials, Jerome clearly 

stated, “You have never seen its like 
before,” and “The motoring public will be prodded by the questions raises.” One 

local newspaper simply wrote, “Startling.” 
 

For starters, that’s because he cleaved the Hudson in two, separated at the fire-

wall, allowing the front to articulate as it turns. The assumption that the front half 

of the car would absorb the most of the impact and leaving the cabin unscathed. 

The cabin’s roof was raised to allow the driver to sit front and center in a turret-

like bubble, about 3 feet above the other passengers. Here, the driver had a pano-

ramic view through the a 4ft-circumference glass cylinder fo a windshield, an air 

intake just for the cabin, and a third headlight that always pointed straight ahead to 

the driver, compared to the headlights that turned with with the front unit around 

corners. 
 

While those may be more of the dramatic elements, there are innovations on the Sir Vival that have become 

key safety features in our modern vehicles. For instance, the cabin doors open by popping and and sliding 

back, exactly like a minivan passenger door. Additionally, Jerome recognized that small lights on the sides of 

your car not only increases your visibility to others, but could also be incorporated into brake or turn-signal 

lights. 
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For Sale 

Seven (7) 1/18 Die Cast Early T-Birds 

In Dust Covers, on Shelves, with Supports. 

1955 — 1956 — 1957 — 1960 —- 1960 — 1963 

Plus newest T-Bird  -  Asking Price $50 each 

Arthur V. Bowen   (412) 855-1511 

Continued:  Re-Inventing Car Safety Isn’t Always The Best Idea     
 

To market the car, Jerome took the Sir Vival to the Inter-

national Auto Show and the 1964 New York World’s Fair 

(on display in the Transportation and Travel Pavilion), and 

was written about in Life magazine, Mechanix Illustrated, 

and Motor Trend. My assumption is, however, that this is 
the first time you are hearing about the car, and so it goes 

without saying that Jerome’s vision never got the financial 

backing to see mass production, let alone a second model. 
 

To my knowledge, this sole Sir Vival is still alive (albeit un-

well) at a repurposed Hudson dealer in Bellingham, MA, 

and in need of a full-on restoration. Who’s up for this one-

of-a-kind challenge? 
Thank you to Sean O’Neill for his submission! 

For Sale 
Two new tires Sumitomo 

Size 215/65/R16 - $100 for both 
Contact Karl and Debby Mueller 

412.606.6510  

 

NHHAC Annual Picnic  - Sunday, September 13, 2020 
 

His Kids Christian School 
650 Saxonburg Road, Butler, PA  16002 

 

Plan to Arrive:  12:00 pm 
Main dishes will be catered, arriving at 1:00 pm 

 

Members Contributions 
Last names A to M shall bring sides / Last names N to Z shall bring desserts 
Chips, Soda and Ice will be provided by Mary Jo Phillips and Jack Swaney 

 

Members attending place your reservation by September 1st! 
Contact Jan or Bonnie Smith at (724) 282-3320 or bonnienjan@aol.com 

 

Bring lawn chairs if  you want to sit outside.  Wear your name tag. 
 

Directions: From the intersection of Route 8 and Route 228 (from Mars),  

    go north on Route 8 for 3.8 miles, then turn right onto Dinnerbell Road 

 Travel 1.3 miles and make an angle left onto Rockdale Road 

 Travel 3.3 miles and turn right on Blakely Road 

 Travel .7 miles and turn left into His Kids School 

mailto:bonnienjan@aol.com
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July 14, 2020 Meeting Photos, Thank you Jen! 
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