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A MESSAGE from THE PRESIDENT

SEPTEMBER, 2007
Fall and Annual Club Picnic Time are here.
Please read this newsletter to get the change for the picnic this year.
Also, I want to relay to all of the members the results of the voting on the Directors and Officers
Insurance and the Tour Expenses. Everyone received a ballot to vote because the issues involved
club finances. The following totals include ballots which were mailed or emailed as well as ballots
from members attending the August meeting.
PURCHASE OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS INSURANCE
YES

51 VOTES

NO

6 VOTES

REIMBURSE TRAVEL MILEAGETO TOUR PLANNERS FOR SETTING UP THE TOURS
YES
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The Committee who is reviewing the By-Laws will have their first working session in September.
Therefore, if you have a specific concern about the club as it currently functions, contact one of the
committee members to express your area of concern so it can be considered during the work being
done to change the By-Laws to fit the way the Club functions. Committee Members are Clara
Dresbach, Steve Illsley, Randy Fusco, Joe Acker, & Bud Glendening.
Enjoy driving your autos in the lovely Fall Season and enjoy Nature’s Annual Paintings of the
scenery. See you at the picnic!
Clara Dresbach

9
&
11

Don’t Forget!
NEXT MEETING

Sunday
September 9
Club Picnic

Don’t Forget!
September 5
Lunch Tour
Shakespeare’s
Must place reservation
by September 1

On the cover
Bob and Jo Ann
Stauffer
and their
1951 Mercury Sport

NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB
2007 OFFICERS
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Clara Dresbach
724-935-8351
Stephen Illsley
Jack Swaney 724-625-1442
Loretta Fusco

Directors

John Trn
Mike Paine
Antoinette Quinn
Frank Pribanic
Jennie Barker

Past President
Term 2007
Term 2008
Term 2009
Term 2010

Appointive Positions
Historian:
Flea Market Chairman:
Car Show Chairman:
Car Show Prog. Book
Newsletter Editor:

Tom Lofink
Mike Quinn
Joe Somerville
Joe DiSalvo
Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661

The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971. Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in
Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter.
The newsletter is published monthly. All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 20th of each
month to MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com. Any car or club related
news from the membership is greatly appreciated.
An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney, P.O. Box 152, Mars, PA 16046-0152. Membership dues are
$20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park,
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their immediate families.
Mark Your Calendar!
September 2007
3 Labor Day
9 Club Picnic and meeting Home of Chuck Glenz
9 Horseless Carriage Tour Frick Museum—see minutes for details
October 2007
14 Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School Cafeteria—Wexford, PA
20 Fall Mystery Tour

Minutes of the August 12, 2007 NHHAC Meeting

The meeting was called to order by President Clara Dresbach with 60 members signed in. The minutes of the July meeting stand approved as written in the August newsletter. Jack
Swaney gave the treasurer's report with a balance of $3343.27 as of August 12, 2007. The treasurer's report will stand
approved as read.
There were three guests, Bob Dudeck, John Kuss and his son, John were present and up for first membership review.
John owns a 1979 Ford F-100 Ranger pick-up truck and Bob owns a
'39 Ford Convertible Coupe, '54 Studebaker Champion Starliner, '62 Studebaker Lark Daytona Convertible, '64 Studebaker Avanti R2, '73 Ford Mustang Mach 1, and an '88 Ford Mustang GT Convertible.
Frank Pribanic reported that Tony Viviano had suffered a heart attack and was recuperating and Vince Ciganik had surgery and was at the August meeting.
OLD Business:
Frank Pribanic reported on the Greensburg Summer Tour saying all went well with good weather, good people, no problems and a fun time had by all.
Joe and Clara Dresbach will host the Sept. 5th luncheon tour to "Shakespeare's" in Ellwood City - call them for the specifics and your reservation. A host is needed for the September 19th luncheon tour. Contact Steve Illsley if you want to
plan the tour.
The annual club picnic (and meeting) will be on September 9, at the home of host Chuck Glenz at 1:00 p.m. This year
we are asking members to notify Cindy Cook and/or Clara Dresbach
if you are planning to attend and also asking for volunteers to help with setting up, cleaning up and other tasks that can
help spread the work among many as opposed to the same folks
doing it every year. Remember to bring a dessert to share!
Fran Kaiser, Herm Bickl and Martha McEvoy counted the votes cast for acceptance of the Officers and Directors Insurance which was approved by the attending membership and write-in
votes. Votes were also cast and approved for tour expense reimbursement. There was discussion afterwards with several
members expressing opinions on the two subjects voted upon.
Also, Randy Hall made the suggestion that the nominating committee should be made up with past presidents as in the
past, rather than asking for volunteers. The president stated that
nothing is written in stone and all suggestions would be taken into consideration.
New Business:
Mary Jo Phillips suggested that any special events for the club should be sent to her attention so notations can be made in
the monthly newsletter.
Joe Somerville raised the questions: Will there be an annual car show in 2008? Will it be on the first Sunday in June?
It's not too early to reserve the Mars Middle School and since he's
the chairman wanted to confirm it's a go! He got a resounding YES to both questions.
Steve Illsley announced there is a 1978 Chrysler New Yorker for sale for $2000.00. It's black and white with a blue dash
and is located in Butler County. Contact Steve if interested.
There being no other new business, John Kaiser moved to adjourn the meeting.
The next meeting will be on September 9, 2007 at the home of Chuck Glenz.
Respectfully submitted,
Loretta Fusco, Secretary

NHHAC Picnic
Sunday, September 9th
The 2007 Annual Picnic and Regular Meeting will be held at Chuck
Glenz’s residence, Leslie Road in Valencia RAIN OR SHINE!
A picnic dinner with soft drinks and coffee will be provided, courtesy of the Club.
If you would like, bring a dessert to share.
Food, music, and good times are planned.
If you would like to initiate an activity – Bingo, card games, horse shoes, whatever –
bring your toys – it would be enjoyed by all!
Picnic starts after 1:00 p.m.
Bring your lawn chair, ground seating provided!
Any questions contact Cindy Cook (412) 486-4538.

•
•
•

Directions:
Rt. 8 to Valencia -North of Rt. 910 / South of Rt. 228
East onto Leslie Road (about 500 yards north of Wood ‘n Things)
1 mile back to white building on the right
Park in area to front of building

PICNIC PICNIC PICNIC PICNIC PICNIC PICNIC
When you don’t know whether to prepare for 50 or 150 people, planning is rather difficult.
Reservations will be required this year.
Please make reservations with Cindy Cook 454bigblock@verizon.net or
Clara Dresbach dres@comcast.net Use “Picnic Reservations” as the subject line.
You may call Clara at 724-935-8351 and press 1 and # to leave a message.
Please leave your name and number of people attending.
Please make your reservations no later than September 2nd
We must know how many to plan for RAIN OR SHINE!
Volunteers are also needed for set-up and clean-up
Just let Cindy or Clara know you are willing to help when making reservations.
DON’T FORGET TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION!!!!!

Member Profile
By: Joe Acker

RON UNDERWOOD
This month we feature member
Ron Underwood. Ron lives in Pittsburgh and has had a nice collection
of antique cars, which included a
1934 Ford Coupe Street Rod, a 1948
Crosley Station Wagon and a 1956
Dodge Pickup truck.
He got in the old car hobby before World War II, when he started
collecting automobile brochures. Ron
and his dad used to go to car shows
and auto races at Langhorn Raceway.
He was about 14 or 15 years old at
the time, and his dad made him a
model of a 1942 Buick Roadmaster
Convertible with directions taken out
of Mechanics Illustrated.
This probably stimulated his interest in old cars in his preteens when
he started going to antique car shows in the sixties. The great Hershey
Antique car show and parts market caught his attention and he started going
there in 1967 (that's 40 years ago folks) and has been attending ever
since. If you have never attended that extravaganza, you might want to ask
Ron about his experiences there having seen it when fewer than 100 vendors
set up, to present where 10,000 vendor spaces are occupied today.
It was inevitable that with Ron's interest in old cars, that he would
eventually join a car club. In the early
nineties, Carl Morreli got Ron to join
the NHHAC. It was also Carl who did the
body restoration on Ron's 1956 Dodge half
ton pickup truck. Jim Boyd is doing the
mechanical work on this truck. This truck
was purchased in 1974 in East Liberty.
It was used for work at the J & L Steel
Works. Ron remembers using this truck to
haul a section of a 1918 American Standard Touring car from a Penn Hills body
shop after it was painted. He took it to
a garage in Aspinwall where it belonged
to John McGraw.
It now belongs to the Frick Museum.

Ron bought his 1934 Ford coupe from his cousin who owned it from
1955 to 1960. They belonged to the Pittsburgh Pacers, a Hot Rod Club in
the fifties. When Ron bought the car in 1960, it was a true basket case
and was going to be made into a race car. If you attended any dirt
track racing in the fifties and sixties, the track was lined up with
thirty and forty vintage Ford coupe stock cars, or jalopies as they often referred to them then. Had Ron's 34 Ford ended up on the track, it
would have suffered the rigors of racing and probably ended up in a
scrap heap somewhere, but Ron made it into a Hot Rod, as they called
them back then.
When he bought the 34 Ford, his cousin told Ron if he ever decided to
sell it, that he wanted first chance to buy it back. Well 46 years
later, the 1934 Ford Coupe was sold back to Ron's cousin. I guess it
goes without saying, that to give up this car after that many years,
must have been a tough decision for Ron.
Ron owns a 1948 Crosley Station Wagon that Bob Hickman gave
him. Bob also had a 1949 Crosley in
Lancaster which Ron brought back to
Pittsburgh for him. In a club like
ours, you meet and make good
friends with a lot of members. Ron
said he is a good friend of Gary
Weigand who once belonged to our
club.
In addition to the car interest, Ron also collects 1/43 scale
cars and trucks. It is not unusual
to find members in the car hobby
who are also in the toy collection
hobby. When asked what part of the
hobby Ron likes best, he told me he enjoys the restoration phase and especially showing them when they are finished. He also enjoys driving
them to cruises

Do you enjoy attending Club activities?
Do you like to take pictures and record events?
Then we have the opportunity of a lifetime for you!
North Hills Historic Auto Club is in need of a Club Historian.
Please contact Clara Dresbach or Steve Illsley.
We are a very active club and need to record our events!

Summer tour 2007

Steve Illsley and Suzanne Heatherington
have provided a travelogue
of two days on the summer tour.
Don’t miss the next one!
Day Two

8:00 am Up and off we go and Oh! What a day it’s going to be!
The sun is shining, it’s 73 and not a rain cloud in sight. After a
short stop along the way, we arrived in Johnstown about 9:30 am.
We arrive at our pre-arranged parking lot and the look on the attendant’s face was the look of
“Oh! No! All these cars and I forgot they were coming!”
Once he realized that fact, everything was o.k. and he parked us
with a smile on his face.
We toured the Flood Museum and I must say, what an
enlightening hour it was. I
never really realized the magnitude of the Johnstown Flood until I saw the film and visited
the museum.
Leaving the museum we traveled three blocks to the inclined plane where they take you with your car to the top of the
mountain. I really enjoyed this experience, but I knew there
were a few of us who really would not of enjoyed the trip back
down, so we drove. While up there we had lunch at the City
View Restaurant. You could see all of Johnstown and just how
the flood played havoc with the city. I thought it was a very enjoyable morning.
After lunch we toured to Windber for a tour of the
Restoration Specialist Supply Company. If you needed any
clip, rubber part or the like they had it or could make it for
you. These were very nice and helpful people who gave us
a real nice tour of their facility.
Next part of the trip—Back to the Inn! We had an ice
cream stop, which is always good. We found a nice place
and enjoyed the treat and then via some nice back roads
made our way to the Mountain View Inn. This concluded
Day Two of our summer tour 07
Steve Illsley

PASSING SCHOOL ZONE

Summer tour 2007
Thursday Recap
Thursday’s weather was threatening in the morning, but forecasts for later in the day ran from
unpromising to downright nasty. Nevertheless, our summer tourists gamely set out for their day with
big smiles and big umbrellas. First stop was Frank Lloyd Wright’s beautifully designed home, Kentuck Knob, situated on the mountain above Ohiopyle. Built for the
Hagan family of Uniontown, it is now owned by a British peer who
generously allows it to be open to the public. The most interesting
aspect of this home is that there is not a right angle in the place. Built
on a hexagonal grid, it features both 60 and 30-degree angles, making drawers a challenge! Most everyone thought it was gorgeous but
its low ceilings and small hallways gave some of us a claustrophobic
feeling. The café and gift shop made everyone more cheerful,
though, along with the promise of sunshine. Yay!
After leaving Kentuck Knob we all headed up another hill to
the Highwaters Grill for lunch. BIG sandwiches ensured that tummies would be happy for a long
time. Next stop would be the Youghiogheny River Dam near Confluence. The roads through these
mountains are as steep and winding as they are beautiful –gorgeous vistas opened up as we
crested the hills. Finally, we were down at the dam. Crossing over the dam to a parking area provided a great photo op for those shutterbugs among us.
We left the dam and drove through Somerset on our way
to Shanksville and the Flight 93 memorial site. This is a touching
and emotional experience, no matter if it’s your first visit or the
latest of many. The guide provides valuable information, but it’s
the tributes that dominate the scene. Whether handwritten on
stones and guard rails or printed on elaborate plaques, they say
for the visitors what they cannot say. People are mostly silent,
simply taking it all in. To be surrounded by such beauty, peace
and serenity and know this to be a place of horror renders visitors almost speechless.
As we visited the memorial, as if to comfort us, the sun
began to shine steadily, warming us for our final stop of the day: Bill & Mary Lou Swaney’s beautiful
home on Indian Lake. The sun played peek-a-boo but the nasty weather forecasts never materialized and it was delightful to sit by the lake, relaxing in the breezes and enjoying the generosity of the
Swaney family as they put out plate after plate of delicious food, including corn on the cob. Mary Jo
shuttled food back and forth, even bringing it to a table or two. Bill
got out his big pontoon boat and took folks out for a nice long
ride. Meanwhile, Jack drove his Amphicar out of the garage and
right down into the water. What a sight! He could only take one
passenger at a time, but anyone brave enough to ride in it was welcome. Sure was an interesting experience. Oh my, what a wonderful time we had there! Many thanks to Bill, Mary Lou, Mary Jo
and Jack for their hospitality.
Around 7:00 or so, the tourists began to call it a day and headed out, calling out their appreciation to the Swaneys as they started on the 40 mile drive back to the hotel.
Suzanne Heatherington

Here’s My Story!
It was 1997 when Jean Hackett said to me, “Carol, aren’t you going to drive the Lincoln?”
I thought for a minute and replied, “Just the thought of driving it down Burchfield Road to
Route 8 scares me” Jean was referring to the 1960 Lincoln Continental Convertible Mark V. With
that in mind I decided to purchase an auto that I could handle.
“Well, what would I like? Hmmm”
Since I had a 1983 and a 1986 Thunderbird, I
decided I would like a classic Thunderbird. I
sent out a search party to find me a T-Bird that
was in good condition, within 100 miles of Pittsburgh and within my price range. Warren Smith
and Dave Kurash located one in Ligonier. They
found a solid car that was originally from California. It needed some mechanical work. We
knew just the guy, Jack Swaney. My first request was to get those tail pipes off and have
the exhausted routed through the bumper. Jack
has done a great job over the years keeping my car running and safe for me to drive. This year I
am celebrating 10 years of ownership. Additionally the 1957 T-Bird is now 50. I enjoy driving the
Coral Sand (Pumpkin Coach) to many events. Thanks guys!
See you on the road!
Carol Vivaldi

Parade Time!
NHHAC has been invited to showcase their cars in the Shaler Homecoming Parade
When? October 6, 2007
Time? 10 AM line up
Where? St. Bonaventure’s parking lot Mount Royal Boulevard
same location as previous years
Questions? Call Carol Vivaldi 412-486-6009
Just show up! No sign up needed

TAKE IT SLOW

Ed and Marlene Sipp hosted
the August 15 luncheon tour
to Kelly's in Bridgewater, PA.
with a good turn out of cars
and a lovely, scenic drive enroute to lunch with an ice
cream stop on the way home.
Ed and Marlene on the summer tour
Mandatory ice cream stop

The New Castle "Memories" car cruise/show on August 19 after the lunch on August 15
was well represented by many of our club members despite
the dismal weather forecast and the rain that never stopped all day. Randy
and Loretta Fusco want to personally thank the members led by Phil Deakin
who drove their vehicles to Fusco's house then down to the reserved parking
area as a group. The promoter was thrilled to
see so many antique, classic and street rods
from one car club and really
appreciated us coming in the rain.
Hopefully next year the weather will oblige!

From Don Balla……..

Remember When?

Here's a phrase I heard all the time in my
youth but never anymore - "store-bought."
Of course, just about everything is storebought these days. But once it was bragging
material to have a store-bought dress or a
store-bought bag of candy.
Tune in next month for more historical terms and references.

Fall Murder Mystery Dinner Play
When:

October 20, 2007

Meet:

not sure yet

Time:

Leave 10:00 A.M. and return 3:00 P.M. Sunday

Price:
$191.00 per couple includes dinner, play,
room and breakfast
You must call me NOW if you want to go as I only have 10 rooms.
The first ten to call get to go!
I will need a $50 deposit in the form of a check made out to me as I have to handle the payment to
Riverside Inn.
Steve Illsley 724-443-7058

WENESDAY LUNCH TOUR
Shakespeare’s Restaurant and Pub
Castle dining at its finest!
September 5
Hosted by Joe and Clara Dresbach
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED by SEPTEMBER 1

Email reservations are preferred at dres@comcast.net or call 724-935-8351 and
press 1 and # to leave a message. Please leave your phone number and name. If
there are any cancellations that day, you must call us before 11AM !!!
We will meet in the mall parking lot adjacent to
Northway Christian Church at 11:15 am
Please bring your walkie-talkies. Written directions also provided.
*September 19th tour leaders needed! Please contact Steve Illsley

LET OUR LITTLE

For Sale!

1974 Gran Torino Elite
Two door 351 Windsor engine 38K miles
Original ginger glow paint and spoke wheel covers
Please call Jim 724-266-3337
For Sale!

1975 Cadillac
four door hardtop 39K miles
Good condition
Please call Bob Moore 412-487-4557
For Sale!

1986 Chrysler LeBaron Towne and Country Convertible “Mark Cross” edition
Only 505 built Chrysler Turbocharged
One of only 24 remaining registered in the USA
Has every conceivable accessory. Included are many genuine MOPAR extra parts
and a new spare convertible top. Car is finished with rare bronze golden pearl
paint and has two-tone Corinthian leather interior. Wins trophies regularly.
Included is the original (build-sheet) window sticker and owner’s manual.
Has new w.w. tires and battery with disconnect.
Please call Bill Artzberger 412-364-6842
Wanted to Buy
Bucket seats for 1965 Chevelle
Please call Rich 412-486-0343

READ ME!
The monthly edition of the
North Hills Historic Auto Club newsletter
is available by email.

1)
2)
3)
4)

Why email?
All the news that’s fit to print is in your inbox days before your mailbox
Color photos
Save a tree (okay, maybe just a branch)
Additional photos not available in the print edition

Just send an email to nhhacnews@yahoo.com to change or ask questions

♦

the newsletter was emailed to members on August 26 and included
4 pages of extra photos

THANK YOU!
A big thanks to Suzanne Acker and Judy Coco
for providing pictures for the newsletter and the email newsletter

SHAVERS GROW

North Hills Historic Auto Club
C/O Pat O’Neill
4077 Branding Place
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963
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