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A MESSAGE from THE PRESIDENT

OCTOBER 2008

Autumn is definitely in the air! Our Fall Foliage Tour to Foxburg Inn is
scheduled, Applefests are being attended by members, leaf peeping is
starting. If we are lucky, we may squeeze in another 4 or 6 weeks of
driving our cars before we tuck them away for winter.
The Nominating Committee has our slate of new officer candidates
ready to present to the members at the October meeting. Also, don’t
forget that October begins dues payment time again for the coming
year. There is still a lot happening in the Club these last three months
of 2008.
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We hope to see you at the October meeting when we present the
proposed changes to the By-Laws and invite your comments and
questions on that matter.
Enjoy the cars while we can still get them out and drive them in this
beautiful Fall Season.
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Jim Heatherington and
daughter Alice
1930 Ford
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St. Alphonsus
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Big thanks to Jennie
Barker, Suzanne
Heatherington and
Cathy Paine for the
photos!

NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB
2008 OFFICERS
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Clara Dresbach
724-935-8351
Stephen Illsley
Jack Swaney 724-625-1442
Loretta Fusco

Directors

John Trn
Antoinette Quinn
Frank Pribanic
Jennie Barker
Randy Fusco

Past President
Term 2008
Term 2009
Term 2010
Term 2011

Appointive Positions
Historian:
Flea Market Chairman:
Car Show Chairman:
Car Show Prog. Book
Newsletter Editor:

Ed Sipp
Mike Quinn
Joe Somerville
Joe DiSalvo
Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661

The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971. Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter.
The newsletter is published monthly. All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 20th of each
month to MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com. Any car or club-related
news from the membership is greatly appreciated.
An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for
membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney P.O. Box 152 Mars, PA 16046-0152.
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park,
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their
immediate families.
Mark Your Calendar!

October
11
12
12
19
22

Shaler Homecoming Parade
Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus
Laurel Mountain Winery Tour with the Pitt Birds
Fall Foliage Tour
Lunch Tour

November
9
Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus
December
9
Hartwood Mansion Twilight Tour
14
Monthly Meeting at St Alphonsus

Minutes of September 13, 2008 NHHAC meeting
The meeting was opened and called to order by Clara Dresbach and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Treasurer was not present
so there was no treasurer’s report.
Jennie Barker extended her thanks for the condolences and cards sent her way on the death of her brother. Judy Pribanic also extended her thanks for condolences and cards sent to her on the death of her brother.
Steve Schmitmeyer, owner of a 1967 Mini Cooper, has applied to be a member. Bob Goetz received his second review and a motion
to accept him into membership was put forwarded and seconded.
Bud Glendening “encouraged” everyone to purchase club duds. He reported that polo shirts with the wheel logo have arrived and
that purple windbreakers are also available. Bud wants to lessen his inventory so he can drive his Studebaker to club events and park
his station wagon.
Ernie Renzie gave details on the September 17 lunch tour to the Rochester Inn. Meet at 10:45 a.m. with an 11:00 a.m. departure
from Steve’s Barbershop. After lunch there will be a tour of Ernie’s garage.
Roger Boff discussed the October 4 festivities to be held at Homewood Junction, a small interesting community. The Banjo Club
will be playing, there will be antique cars on display, food available and people dressed in period costumes. The event is open to all
on a “come whenever” basis.
Steve Illsley discussed the October 19 fall foliage tour. The tour will depart from two locations: (1) Mars; (2) Steve’s barbershop on
Middle Road. Departure will be 9 a.m. If you are interested in attending, it is imperative that you contact Steve. Destination is Sunday Brunch at the Foxburg Inn in Foxburg, PA.
Carol Vivaldi discussed the Shaler homecoming parade and the Hartwood Christmas Twilight Tour. The Shaler parade is Saturday,
October 11 and will meet at 8:30 a.m. at St. Bonaventure Church on Mt. Royal Boulevard. It is a short parade and the club participation is looked forward to every year. The Hartwood tour will be discussed in further detail with sign-up sheets provided at the October meeting.
Warren Smith discussed the September 28 fall festival and car show tour to Barnesville, Ohio. This is an event being done by the
Thunderbird Club with an invitation extended to our club to join in. The meeting will be at 8:30 a.m. at the Bridgeville McDonalds.
Carol Vivaldi explained the terminology “Pitt Birds.” This stands for the Pittsburgh Thunderbird Club.
The Charitable Contributions Committee is scheduled to meet at Cambridge Springs.
Clara Dresbach distributed copies to everyone present of the proposed by-laws and changes to same. Copies will be mailed to anyone who was not in attendance. Clara asked that everyone read these and come prepared at the October meeting to ask/answer questions and vote on the by-laws. The method of voting will be discussed at the October meeting.
Clara reported on savings she was able to accrue on the printing of the by-laws. Clara was able to get the job done for $25 Postage
is another matter but was helped drastically by everyone at the picnic picking up their copies in person.
New Business
The Board met and selected a Nominating Committee for elections that will be held in December.
The Nominating Committee consists of:
Dee Moore
Don Bala
Larry DePolis
Phil Deakin
Rick Kelly
Clara asked people who are approached about running to “just say yes.”
Details of a car cruise on Sunday, Sept. 28 were presented. Cruise will be held at Sav-On Beer/Rite Aid at 4770 McKnight Road and
is sponsored by Schulz Automotive.
Bob Stauffer detailed an October 4 cruise to be held at St. Paul’s Church on Ferguson Road from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. He reported a
craft show will also be available inside the church.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, Diane Ott

CONDOLENCES
Jeanene Smith on the loss of her father
Ken Lantz
1914-2008

Chuck Glenz and Dee Glesner
enjoy a chat at the picnic.

Just because you’re not looking at the photographer
doesn’t mean we can’t see you! Cindy Cook is the only
one brave enough to look at the camera, or was she
getting ready to dance at the picnic?

Thank you Chuck
for having the
club picnic at your home!

………..and the winner is……..Martin McKenzie 1999 Corvette
Holy Wisdom Parish would like to thank the North Hills Historic
Auto Club for allowing us to sell tickets at the car show, and a
special thank you to all who purchased tickets.

Member Profile
By: Joe Acker

ED SIPP
In this issue we feature Ed Sipp in our monthly member profile. Ed and his wife Marlene live in
Cranberry Township and have a 1966 Shelby AC Cobra Roadster and
a 1985 Buick Riviera in their garage.
Ed said he got into the old car hobby out of necessity. After
high school, he had to provide himself with affordable transportation
and this resulted in him purchasing a number of affordable cars.
Among others, they included a 47 Chevy Club Coupe, a 52 Chevy, a
54 Oldsmobile Convertible, a 62 Corvair, a 64 Corvair Spyder and a
64 Austin Healy.
A friend of Ed’s, Vince Galati, got him interested in old cars
as
a
hobby
in 1996. Vince had a 1973 Chevrolet Monte Carlo that he
It’s a date! Ed and Marlene circa 1972
restored, went to cruises and drag raced. Ed thought, “What a great
with the 1941 Plymouth
hobby cars would make!” Vince was also forming The Kruzin’
Knights Car Club and recruited Ed to join.
Ed joined the NHHAC shortly after our joint picnic with the Kruzin’ Knights at Bob Ober’s home in
September of 2004. During that picnic, Mike Quinn who was President of the NHHAC, invited Ed and
Marlene to attend a monthly meeting. They did and decided to join the club.
The 1966 Shelby Cobra was a father/son project. Ed’s son E.G. approached him about auto mechanics
and thought restoring a 1965 Ford Mustang would be an excellent way to do it. After thinking about the rust
repair, grinding, welding, sanding etc., Ed thought his son would lose interest too easily.
Ed had always liked the Shelby Cobra and there were
companies who made kits to build them. As an original Cobra
was worth $100,000 or more, it was outside the realm of possibilities, but the kit would be a good solution.
Ed and E.G. checked out many companies and finally decided to go with Five Racing’s kit. After a trip to Wareham,
Massachusetts to check out their facilities, they placed the order
for the Shelby. After many hours of preparation, assembly,
scraped knuckles and bonding, a completed car appeared 2 years
later.
During the assembly process of the Cobra, Ed had a friend
who was a technician at a Ford dealership. He had volunteered
his help, if Ed needed it. As the car kit used the electronics of a
Ford Mustang, it was soon realized that it is relatively complex.
Ed’s knowledge of electricity and electronics was limited, so he
thought his friend Jack’s assistance would be greatly helpful and
Son E.G. and wife Deanna ride off
most appreciated.
into marital bliss in the Cobra.

Cautious rider

As the Cobra kit uses the wiring harness
from a Ford Mustang, there would be many circuits
they wouldn’t need, so Ed’s plan was to tie them
back and not use them. His friend told him he could
save 20 pounds by removing these excess wires.
Jack started by unraveling the harness and meticulously removing unneeded circuits such as power
seats, windows, cigarette lighters, etc.
When Jack was about half way through this
procedure, he was diagnosed with cancer and couldn’t finish what he had started. When this situation
arose, Ed was completely dumbfounded as to what
Testing the Cobra during the go-kart stage.
to do! With his limited knowledge of electricity, Ed
Next step, the body.
was stymied. But as the old saying goes, “How do
you eat an elephant?” “One bit at a time.”
Ed had his chance to use patience and perseverance, and finally they figured out the wiring and finished the car. His friend Jack overcame his struggle with cancer, so both are doing just fine.
Ed’s other car, the 1985 Buick Riviera, belonged to club member Debby Mueller’s father. It was his
favorite car and he could no longer use it. As the Cobra cannot be
locked and isn’t a car to be driven in inclement weather, Ed and
Marlene thought the Buick would be a good second antique car, so
they purchased it.
I asked Ed what he enjoyed most, restoration, showing the
car or driving. He said their favorite segment of the hobby is the
people in it. The many friendships they have built, the sharing,
laughing and fellowship that they share. Restoration and maintenance are just necessary evils. It involves skill and ingenuity and
can be very frustrating. Showing the cars is fun, especially when
it comes to talking to people, as they look over the cars, and you
learn a lot from them. Driving is the most enjoyable. Whether on
a tour, going from place to place, looking at the scenery, talking
along the way, or just solo, it’s always a great day out!
Ready, Set, Go!

Club Dudsman Bud Glendening
will be on hand at the October meeting
to take orders
for embroidered clothing.
Orders should be back to us in time for Christmas.
There are new styles of men’s and women’s polo shirts,
and a limited supply of purple windbreakers for your perusal,
along with fleece jackets and vests. See you at the meeting!

Larry DePaolis, Chairman of the Nominating Committee and the Nominating Committee
offers this slate for the upcoming election
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Board:

Bill Watt
Bob Stauffer
Jan Smith
Antoinette Quinn
Jack Swaney
Carol Vivaldi
Bob Moore

Club Historian Ed Sipp (blue shirt) shows the
latest editions to (from left) John Kaiser, Joe
Dresbach, Dick Lowe and Marge DePaolis (with
her back to the camera)

Dee Moore models the
latest in NHHAC
fashion.
(note nametag!)
Resting a spell in the gazebo…………

to her reckless dear

Cambridge Springs Tour

Watch out!

Marge wonders if ice cream stops will
be added to the club by-laws.

We aren’t lost. We have a map and walkie talkies.
We can’t be lost.

“Hey, Jack. Did you
hear the one
about…….”
Riverside Inn

Mark your calendars!

Saturday, October 4
Homewood Junction and Heritage Days Festival
Route 18 North from the Beaver Turnpike Exit
Contact Roger Boff for more information

Saturday, October 11
9:30 am
Shaler Area Homecoming Parade
Mount Royal Boulevard, Glenshaw
Carol Vivaldi 412-486-6009

Wednesday October 22
Lunch Tour
Call Steve Illsley 724-625-1372
Or Jim Cutulli 724-265-3238

Tuesday, December 9
Twilight Christmas Tour
Hartwood Mansion
5:30 pm Admission $5.00
Carol Vivaldi 412-486-6009

Let’s have less bull

FALL FOLIAGE TOUR
SUNDAY OCTOBER 19
To the Foxburg Inn
Leaving at 8:30 a.m.
Meeting at two locations
(1) Steven’s Barber Shop on Middle Road
Frank Pribanic will meet members
(2) Uncle Bob’s Restaurant on Route 228, Mars
Steve Illsley will meet members here
Sign-up will be at the October 12th meeting
You may select your starting location at this time
In order to attend you must sign-up at this meeting.
Reservations must be in by the next day.
Drive your antique or classic car.
Walkie-talkies will be used.
Questions?
Frank Pribanic 412-487-2094
Steve Illsley 724-625-1372

Email Information List
If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of
cancellations, member illnesses and similar things that happen between
newsletters, send a note to Martha McEvoy
marthamcevoy@comcast.net

FOR SALE!
1931 Ford Coupe Very good condition, rumble seat, dual side mounts, stone
guard, trunk on back $12,000 negotiable Call John 724-799-5990
1943 Bantam Trailer Very solid, good condition Call Jack 724-776-0871
FREE Four Wide White Tires 670/15 approx 20 years old 2000 miles
Pat Santelli 412-780-3680 (Sept)
1960 Buick Electra, 4-Door. White with blue interior (cloth/vinyl).
Just under 70K miles
1989 Mercedes 560SL convertible. White with red leather interior. 45K
miles. Contact Jim Heatherington for information. 412-672-0914 (Aug)
1930 Chevy 2 door sedan Original motor and transmission Older restoration
but still very nice $10,000 Call Bob 412-487-2914 (May)
1975 GMC 1 ton single axle, one owner 454 engine automatic $5,000
Call Shelia Hanlon 724-265-3732 (May)

While everyone is distracted
by the camera,
Mike Paine is able to make get
away with the cookies!

and lots more steer
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