
 
November is a time of Thanksgiving and family.  My favorite holiday of the year! 
Perhaps this month is also a good time to tell the Club what I am thankful for as my term as 
President draws to a close. 
 
I am thankful for the Club Family.  That is what we really have in this club, a second family.  Joe 
and I are relative newcomers, having joined the club in October 2002.  The friendships we have 
made however, are life-long. 
 
There have been so many people to thank for helping me personally during my time in office, I can’t 
list them all in this short space.  No matter what I had to face, someone cheerfully stepped up to do 
the job.  I will never forget all of the kindness extended to me as I  learned the ropes to being 
President.  Many of the “Old Timers” were gracious enough to give me advice; many people, both 
new and older members stepped up to take on important responsibilities in the club.  Together, I feel 
we made it work.  We have had many good times in connection with the tours, flea market, car 
show, picnic and after-Christmas party.  Those things don’t happen by themselves.  They take many 
hands to make them work.  We have all those helping hands in this club.  My sincere thanks to every 
person who stepped forward in the crowd and served in some capacity to make it happen over the 
past two years.  You all know who you are and I am thankful to have you as part of our Club 
Family. 
 
That brings me to the coming election.  I want to say a word of thanks to all who have volunteered 
to run for office or the board.  It is the interest of people who accept the mantle of responsibility that 
makes this the great organization we enjoy.  Without these people stepping up whether nominated 
by our committee or from the floor, we would lose our sense of direction. 
 
Because we are fortunate to have a number of candidates this year, the December issue of this 
newsletter will feature a short biography of each candidate as well as a picture so everyone voting, 
new or old member, will know the candidate. 
 
I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving with your loved ones. 

    

                        Clara DresbachClara DresbachClara DresbachClara Dresbach    
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NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 

 
2008 OFFICERS 

 
President: Clara Dresbach  724-935-8351 
Vice President: Stephen Illsley 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney  724-625-1442 
Secretary: Loretta Fusco 
 

Directors John Trn  Past President 
Antoinette Quinn Term 2008 
Frank Pribanic  Term 2009 
Jennie Barker  Term 2010 
Randy Fusco  Term 2011 

 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Ed Sipp 
Flea Market Chairman: Mike Quinn 
Car Show Chairman: Joe Somerville 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second Sun-
day of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in Wex-
ford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 20th of each 
month to MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club-related 
news from the membership is greatly appreciated.  
  

An application for membership is located on the club website at   http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac  Application for  
membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney  P.O. Box 152  Mars, PA 16046-0152.   
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, 
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.   
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their 
immediate families.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
     
 
 
November 
 9 Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus 
27 Thanksgiving 
 
December 
 9 Hartwood Mansion Twilight Tour 
14  Monthly Meeting at St Alphonsus 
25  Christmas 
 
January 
 1 Happy New Year 
 
 
 

** Big thanks to Suzanne Heatherington for editing the editor. 



Minutes of October 12, 2008 NHHAC Meeting 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Clara Dresbach and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the 
attendees.   There were 47 names signed on the attendance sheet.  The September minutes and treasurer's  
report stood approved with no changes, additions or corrections. 
 
Jack Swaney gave the treasurer's report stating a balance of $3662.52 as of October 12, 2008. 
 
Frank Pribanic reported that Bill Sheerer was home recuperating after surgery and that Pat Byrne was in the 
hospital. 
 
An application for first review for David W. Bialowas of Gibsonia, Pa. sponsored by Steve Illsley was made.  
Mr. Bialowas was not in attendance. 
 
Bud Glendening reported on merchandise stating that anyone wanting to order merchandise for Christmas gifts 
had to place their order no later than November 1st  to receive it on time. 
 
Pat O'Neill is responsible for the yearly club roster and if members want their name and vehicles to appear in 
the 2009 roster, payment can be made to Jack Swaney, Treasurer starting October 1 and no later than12-31-08. 
 
A thank you note was read from the Allegheny Valley School for the 12 cars that participated in their parade. 
 
Mike & Judy Coco stated there were 123 member reservations for the annual picnic.  They were thanked for 
chairing the annual club picnic and in turn thanked Chuck Glenz for hosting the picnic at his home.  They also 
thanked those who helped in any way with the picnic arrangements, including bringing appetizers and desserts.  
Applause also for the Swaneys, Steve Illsley and Jan and Bonnie Smith for tables, drinks and fine music. 
 
Carol Vivaldi mentioned the Shaler Parade and stated they appreciated the club's 11 car participation.  Carol 
thanked Dee Moore and Cathy Paine for carrying the club banner at the parade.  Carol provided breakfast as 
per Jennie Barker.  Carol also had a sign up sheet for the December 9th Hartwood Acres Twilight Tour.  The 
admission is $5.00 and members need to be there prior to the start of the 5:30 p.m. tour.  Since it's around the 
dinner hour, members can, if they are interested, arrange to meet afterwards to dine.  
 
In the absence of Jackie Sheerer and Mary Lou Swaney, Steve Illsley announced that the Charity Committee 
designated $125.00 to "VOICE", a battered women's and children’s organization and $150.00 to 
"MADD" (Mothers against drunk drivers) as our club contribution this year. 

Steve Illsley reported on the Cambridge Springs Tour and said they realized the group got lost when they saw 
the sign "Welcome to Union City".  They still had fun. 
He then reminded those going on the Foxburg  Sunday Brunch Tour on October 19 that they would meet at 
8:30 a.m. and leave from 2 different locations.  1 - from Mars, Pa or 2 - from Steve's barber shop on Middle 
Rd. 
 
The Wednesday, 10-15 lunch tour will meet at the North Park Skating Rink at 11:30, tour to lunch and ice 
cream, then go on to Larry & Marge DePaolis's for a garage tour. 
 
Jan Smith announced a Fall Oldies Dance to be held at the Saxonburg Fire Hall on Saturday, November 8 from  
7 p.m. til 11 p.m.   $5.00 at the door, bring your own food and beverage. 
 
Mike Quinn reminded members of the November 8th Spaghetti Dinner from 4 p.m. till 7 p.m. to be held at the 
Elfinwild Presbyterian Church in Mt. Royal. 



There will be a luncheon/fashion show at Four Points Sheraton North on 11-8 hosted by Symphony North.  
Tickets are $35.00 ea. with proceeds benefiting the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra and Symphony North Mu-
sic Scholarship Fund.  This included a Chinese auction and a Boutiques exhibit. 
 
Larry DePaolis, chairman of the nominating committee was absent, therefore Rick Kelley presented the 2009 
slate of officers to the membership.  Rick stated the committe made numerous phone calls to get committments 
from members to run for the various offices. 
He presented the following names;  President - Bill Watt and Bob Stauffer,  Vice President - Jan Smith, Secre-
tary - Antoinette Quinn, Treasurer - Jack Swaney.   It was brought to the attention of our members that all 
names were not included on the slate that had been asked to run for office.   Therefore, nominations were made 
from the floor after Bill Watt declined his nomination for President and nominated Jennie Barker in his place.   
Ken Barker nominated Mike Quinn for Vice President.  Nominated for Board of Directors were the following;  
Bob Moore, Carol Vivaldi and Ted Cook.  All nominees accepted their nominations.  
 
The proposed updates to the current by-laws were thoroughly discussed and by a vote of the membership, were 
stated individually then voted upon article by article.  By-laws committee man, Joe Acker spoke to the mem-
bers stating there were 4 meetings with 5 versatile members reviewing each article of the by-laws and they 
worked very hard to ensure any changes or updates made coincided with the direction our club was headed.  
Steve Illsley, another committee man reminded members that every 5 years this process of review of the by-
laws to fit our club should be undertaken.   Rick Kelley said it's good to have by-laws, but he felt they can be 
over stated and over used.  Clara Dresbach had 40 members phone her requesting the by-laws by voted upon 
article by article. 
 
With the exception of Article XVI - Section 2 -Nominations and Elections  and changing the words "die in of-
fice" to "expire in office" in Article IV - Members - Section 2, the remaining  by-law revisions/changes were 
voted upon and approved by the attending membership.  Any non-approved by-law changes will be addressed 
in the future. 
 
There being no other business, Mike Quinn moved to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,      Loretta Fusco,  Secretary 
 

 

Parade? Car Show? Nah…….just checking directions on tour.  



Member Profile  
By: Joe Acker 

Roy Smith 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The monkey took one look at Jim 

   This month we feature Roy Smith for our member profile.  Roy and Mary Ann come to us all 
the way from Clinton, PA and we might see them driving their 1950 Mercury 2 Door Sedan or their 
1970 Pontiac Lemans 2 Door Sports Coupe. 
   In 1954, Roy’s Dad brought home a 1948 Ford two-door sedan that did not run, nor did it 
look to well.  He told Roy to fix it up and make it run!  Roy did and has been making old cars run 
better ever since that day. From age 14 until he graduated, he owned 19 old cars.  Because of his 
mechanical skills and the fact his dad had the tools; Roy fixed all of his school buddy’s cars as well. 
He really enjoyed working on the 
older cars, thus his interest in the 
car hobby began. 
   Roy kind of lost interest in the 
hobby when he enlisted in the Air 
force in 1963, where he was an air-
plane mechanic for 4 years.  After he 
got out of the service, Roy again 
started playing around with some 
cars, go carts and dune buggies.  
His interest came back. 
   In 1956, Roy’s sister was dat-
ing a guy who came to pick her up 
in a beautiful DeSoto Coupe with a 
big Chrysler Hemi under the hood.  
What an impression that car made 
on Roy!  His sister ended up  
marrying this guy who was John  
Cicconi.  Roy and John became best 
of friends. 
   Years later,  in 1993, John called Roy and said, “Let’s go to this indoor car parts flea market 
held at the McCrackin Ford dealer on McKnight Road.”  They did and found out it was sponsored by 
the NHHAC.  They were both so impressed with the club, they joined it that day. 
   After that, things really started to move.  John bought a 1951 Ford pickup truck and began 
his quest to restore it.  The entire time during the restoration, John kept Roy involved.  When car 
flea markets came up, they went no matter where it was.  They went to Dunkirk, NY, Canfield and 
Randolph in Ohio and of course the big ones in Pennsylvania, Carlisle and Hershey. 

Mary Ann and Roy Smith 
1970 Pontiac LeMans Sport 



       Since then, Roy has learned that flea 
markets are good for finding both parts and 
cars for sale.  His best source however for  
finding the cars he has had, is listening to  
people talking about someone who had an old 
car they were selling. 
   Roy considers his favorite part of the 
hobby is driving the old cars.  He also likes 
showing them to other people and likes to see 
the finished product when he takes it out of 
the garage. 
   After Roy’s son Kevin graduated from 
college, he restored a 1970 Oldsmobile Cutlass 
2 door coupe. He gave the car to his son who still has today.   

 
His next restoration was a 1965 
Mustang Convertible which was a 
junk yard candidate, but Roy 
brought it back. 
   His current restoration 
project is a 1950 Mercury 2 door 
coupe.  This is a similar car to 
one he had in high school which 
he sold for $100!  It is the one 
like James Dean drove in the 
movie Rebel Without a Cause. 
    
 

In closing, Roy said he really misses his brother-in-
law.  He helped with a lot of wiring problems, and 
putting the cars together in general, as Roy did  
when John was doing his truck. There will never be 
a nicer, more fun loving best friend than the late 
John Cicconi.  Roy also said he feels the NHHAC is 
more than just about the love of cars.  It is also 
about the friendships and the good times. 

1970 Olds Cutlass 

1950 Mercury 

1965 Mustang 

Email Information List 

If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of  
cancellations, member illnesses and similar things that happen between  

newsletters, send a note to Martha McEvoy       marthamcevoy@comcast.net 
 



And threw the peanuts  

FALL FOLIAGE TOUR 
 

 What a great day it was! We had almost forty people 
counting guests and new members. The leaves were not as nice this 
year, but it was a great day for a drive and ice cream stop. 
 Only one mishap occurred as someone left keys in their 

locked car. We were lucky to 
have an inner-city boy with 
us who promptly took a coat hanger and opened the car 
door. Thanks to Jim Cutuli for his fast work.  
 We left from two different locations this time, and 
Frank’s group arrived at the Foxburg Inn just ahead of 
Steve’s group, but Steve’s group arrived at the ice cream 
stop ahead of Frank’s group. 
 On behalf of Frank and myself, we’d like to thank 
all who attended. We always enjoy planning these tours 
and we really enjoy seeing everyone having a good 
time. 
  

 
Frank and myself are working on some surprise tours 
for the winter months. We hope they go over well! 
 
 Frank Pribanic and Steve Illsley 

Jim Cutuli works his magic  
with a encouragement from his friends. 

Al and Joyce Fugini and Jackie Sheerer 

Suzanne and Joe Acker  

Ready to roll! 

Thanks to Cathy Paine for taking pictures! 



 
  

From the desk of Steve Illsley 
 

 Well, our tour season has come to an end, so I’d like to thank 
all who helped make it a great summer. Our lunch tours have  
doubled in attendance and with more people doing a lunch tour, we 
get to go to different places. Thanks again! 
 I missed going on a summer trip this year, but time and help 
just weren’t in the cards this year. Next summer I hope! 
 Some say the club isn’t fun anymore, well one way to make it 
more fun is help plan and go on activities that are planned. Some of 
those who say they aren’t having fun are some of the ones who do 
nothing to make it more fun. One fun thing to do is plan a dinner trip 
for some of your club friends this coming winter. It’s a good way to 
stay in touch and you don’t have to get your old  
vehicles out.  
 There are many ways and things to do to help make and enjoy this great club, but you 
must get out and get involved in the activities that are planned for YOU. Try it! You may enjoy 
yourself. 

Hershey 

2008 Jack Daugherty  
mans the booth 

Sir Phil Deakin was knighted with a Burger King 
crown and Walmart sword. No expense spared. 

Note Sir Deakin’s trusty two-wheeled  
steed in the  



   

Mark your calendars! 

 
 

Tuesday, December 9 

Twilight Christmas Tour 

Hartwood Mansion 

5:30 pm Admission $5.00 

Meet Carol at the Mansion 

Carol Vivaldi 412-486-6009 

 

 

Sunday, June 7, 2009 

North Hills Historic Annual Car Show 

Get your ads sold now! Avoid the rush! 

Call Joe DiSalvo 724-776-7339 

Sign up now to help! Avoid the rush! 

Joe Somerville 412-939-2984 

 

 

back at him 

“What about the Flea Market? 
Anyone know when we’re  
having that Flea Market?” 



SHALER HOMECOMING PARADE 
OCTOBER 11 

 
 

Carol Vivaldi 
had  

breakfast  
for  

parade  
participants. 

Bob Moore and Mike Paine 
try to find the right 

key…….or is it a quick 
game of liar’s poker? 

Cathy Paine and Dee Moore proudly display  
the club banner. 

Bob Moore  
cruising along the  

parade route. 

Sign up time! 



 

He needed 

 

FOR SALE! 

 
 
FREE Four Wide White Tires 670/15 approx 20 years old 2000 miles 
Pat Santelli 412-780-3680 (Sept) 
 

1960 Buick Electra, 4-Door.  White with blue interior (cloth/vinyl).   
 Just under 70K miles  Contact Jim Heatherington for information.   
412-672-0914 (Aug) 
 
1989 Mercedes 560SL convertible. White with red leather interior. 45K 
miles.    Contact Jim Heatherington for information.  412-672-0914 (Aug) 
 
1967 Ford F100 Custom Cab Pickup  302 Mustang GT motor, 4-barrel,  
electronic ignition, air conditioning, p/s, p/b $12,000  
Call Mary Jo Phillips 724-316-8809 
 

 

Field  

Of  

Dreams 



November    2008 
Visit us at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac 

 

North Hills Historic Auto Club 

 
 
North Hills Historic Auto Club 
C/O Pat O’Neill 
4077 Branding Place 
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963 

 

 

 

 


