
 
It is hard for me to believe that we are in the midst of preparing for year end already in the Club with 
elections, dues collections beginning and touring coming to an end.  It has been a very active year 
and from my perspective, a very good one.  We have had a nice group of new members this year.  It 
is especially nice to see many of the new members participating in luncheon tours, coming to 
meetings and in general being active members. 
 
Something was said at the last meeting which touched me greatly and on which I would like to give 
my own thoughts.  Phil Deakin, in a wheelchair, attended the meeting and was very moved by the 
cards, and wishes bestowed on him while in the hospital and during his convalescence. He was 
excited that his club cronies take him to car cruises, and bring him to the club meeting and even 
stopped at Kings for a snack after the meeting.  Fran Kaiser echoed her sentiments as well stating 
what wonderful and caring people we have in the Club and thanking members for their kind 
thoughts and wishes to her. 
 
So many of our members do things behind the scenes like visiting members who are shut- ins or 
need aid in some way.  Many members bring members to meetings who would otherwise not be able 
to attend.  I consider it a privilege to be part of a group in which the fellowship and friendships are 
so strong.  Although the Club has grown to over 160 families, we are still very close in our ties to 
each other.  I believe that spirit of sharing both in the area concerning the cars (the guys can always 
call on someone for advice or help with a problem on a car) and in the area of personal care and 
concern of the members is the foundation that has kept this Club so healthy and energized. 
 
Another example of this loving nature in the Club was the unanimous vote at the last meeting to 
make Larry Givens an honorary member. 
 
At a time when our thoughts turn to things we are thankful for in our lives as Thanksgiving 
approaches, I am thankful to be part of a group with so much spirit, kindness and heart. 

  

Clara Dresbach 

NEXT MEETING  

Sunday  
November 14 
St Alphonsus 
Cafeteria 
 

DUES  

AND ROSTER CHANGES 

MUST BE SUBMITTED 

BY DECEMBER 31 

SEE PAGE 12 
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NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 

 
2007 OFFICERS 

 
President: Clara Dresbach  724-935-8351 
Vice President: Stephen Illsley 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney 724-625-1442 
Secretary: Loretta Fusco 
 

Directors John Trn  Past President 
Mike Paine  Term 2007 
Antoinette Quinn Term 2008 
Frank Pribanic  Term 2009 
Jennie Barker  Term 2010 

 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Ed Sipp 
Flea Market Chairman: Mike Quinn 
Car Show Chairman: Joe Somerville 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
 The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in 
Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 20th of each 
month to MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club related 
news from the membership is greatly appreciated.  
  
 An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac.  Application for mem-
bership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney, P.O. Box 152, Mars, PA 16046-0152.  Membership dues are 
$20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, 
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.   
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their im-
mediate families.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
      
 
 
November 
14  Monthly  meeting at St Alphonsus Cafeteria, Wexford PA 
22 Thanksgiving 
 
December 
9 Monthly  meeting at St Alphonsus Cafeteria, Wexford PA 
25 Christmas 

31  Dues and Roster Changes must be turned in by today! 
 
January 
1  New Year’s Day 
13 monthly meeting at St Alphonsus Cafeteria Wexford, PA 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

                          NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB MEETING 

                     October 14, 2007 

  
President Clara Dresbach called the meeting to order.  All members then said the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The minutes were approved with one correction.  At the September meeting, Clara said, regarding the club his-
torian “if you cannot attend a function (and we all have a life and don’t make every event) simply call and ask 
someone attending to take a few pictures and send them to you.”  It was printed in the minutes “the historian 
need not attend every event.”  John Kaiser moved and Joe Disalvo seconded the minutes be approved as cor-
rected.  All were in favor. 
 
The treasurer reported we have a balance of $2113.26 in our treasury.  His report was approved as read. 
 
Frank Pribanic reported that Jim Santoro, Larry Clayboss, Fran Kaiser, and Phil Deakin had been in the hospi-
tal.  Pat Burns was in St. Barnabus.  Em Buccigrossi thanked all for the cards sent to Letty, his wife.  Fran Kai-
ser thanked all for the prayers and cards. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
The next luncheon tour will be October 17th with Jim and Ann Cutuli in charge.  They will meet at Dick’s 
Diner in Murraysville. 
 
Carol Vivaldi thanked all who attended the Shaler Homecoming Parade and said that it had been on local TV. 
 
Steve Illsley, chairman of the nominating committee, presented the slate of officers for 2008.  They are Clara 
Dresbaugh, President; Steve Illsley, Vice President; Jack Swaney, Treasurer; Loretta Fusco, Secretary and 
Randy Fusco member of the Board of Directors.  Nominations were open to be made from the floor, but there 
were none. 
 
Clara again mentioned that she would like all members to wear their name tags.  This is helpful for the new 
members, and for the old ones who can’t remember names too.  If you need a tag, Sean O’Neill is the contact.  
Let him know via phone or e-mail and he will make you one.  Clara also requested that you identify yourself 
the first time you speak at a meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS   

 
Clara clarified one item on the aspect of the early payment of dues request.  Dues are payable currently accord-
ing to Article IV, Section 7 of the By-Laws which reads “Dues shall be payable NO LATER than the regular 
January meeting of the new fiscal year and are not refundable.  Penalties for late dues payment and assess-
ments will be determined by the Board of Directors.”  We are extending COLLECTION OF DUES from Octo-
ber through December 31st if you want to be included in the 2008 roster.  Jack will accept dues into January up 
to the time of the meeting as the By Laws now stand, however, in order to deliver the roster by the first meet-
ing, you must pay your dues by December 31st to appear in the roster.  Those paying after that date will miss 
the draft going to the printer.  This is one of the things the By-Laws Review Committee will address in the 
new year.  However until all recommendations are reported and voted upon by the Board and membership, we 
will abide by our current deadline this year.  Remember, the money for dues goes to Jack Swaney, and any 
changes in your address, phone, e-mail, cars, goes to Pat O’Neill. 
 
Dee Glessner made reservations for a ladies luncheon at the German Club on the North Side on October 18th.  
All women are welcome at these luncheons. 
 
Austin Givens (Larry) has been transferred to a nursing home from his old address.  His new address will ap 



October Minutes continued 
 
pear in the newsletter as one of our members has been kind enough to pay his dues for the coming year.  Please 
send him a card if you think about it.  He will certainly enjoy hearing from his old friends and will be receiving 
our newsletters regularly as well.  Phil Deacon moved we make Larry Givens an Honorary member for 2008.  
Jean Hackett seconded. 
 
Pat O’Neill will be presenting a slide show after the November meeting covering the most recent Glidden Tour 
in Gettysburg which several of our members attended.  Sean O’Neill, Randy Hall and John Guehl were a few 
people who got awards on this tour. 
 
Steve knows of a 24’ closed trailer for sale. 
 
Steve moved when we tour a garage or facility, we give a shirt or had from the club to the owner.  Mike Coco 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Carol Vivaldi can arrange for a High Tea at Hartwood Acres on November 28th, if anyone is interested in go-
ing.  The cost is $30 and includes the tea, tour and entertainment.  Let Carol know if you would like to go. 
 
Steve will be having a hot dog tour on October 28th to get chili dogs.  Let him know if you want to go along. 
 
Pat noted that he had brought some pictures from Hershey this past weekend and thanked Jack 
Dougherty for allowing all of the members to use his spaces in the show. 
 
Steve moved we adjourn and Mike Coco seconded. 
Respectively submitted, 
Martha McEvoy in Loretta Fusco’s absence 

In Remembrance 
 

The Club would like to extend its deepest sympathies to  
 

Gail Trn on the passing of her mother  
 

John Kaiser on the passing of his sister Rose Williams 

 
 



Member Profile   

By: Joe Acker 

Joe Somerville 

 This month we feature club member Joe Somerville.  He and his wife Kathy live in Pittsburgh and 
have a nice collection of antique cars which include a 1933 Pontiac 4 door sedan, a 1972 Volkswagen Super 
Beetle, a 1973 Jaguar XJ6 4 door sedan and a 1984 Pontiac Fiero.                                                   
   When Joe got out of the Army in 1977, he was helping a friend in Washington, PA clean out a barn 
that had been used as a storage place for many years.  The stored materials were from an auto parts store that 
had closed in 1950. He was to sell the parts at a flea market. The owner had a 1949 Chevrolet 1/2 ton panel 
truck with just 32,000 miles on it. When he finished cleaning out the barn, the owner offered to sell the truck 
to Joe who was 25 years old at the time for $500.  He didn't have the money, but his brother did, so he 
bought the truck. He even used the truck in his wedding.  Three years later, he sold the truck to Joe.  The 
truck now had 37,000 miles on it. The truck was repainted the original color in 1978.  He was now in the old 
car hobby. 
   At 120,000 miles, while driving the truck, he was hit on the side.  The truck flipped on its side, slid 
across the road and hit a tree.  A tow truck pulled it onto its wheels and Joe drove it home.  He then sold it 
for $300. 
   Joe grew up in a family with 9 children.  His father was an elevator mechanic.  He figured if he could 
fix elevators, he could fix cars.  Joe was helping him repair cars at age 11.  He was able to go to General Mo-
tors Training Center /Pontiac Division in Monroeville.  As Joe got better with car repairs, his father got 
worse.  One day Joe's mother called and asked if he could come over to help his father change his brakes, 
"before he loses his religion."  He was finished with the job 15 minutes after he got there. His dad did not 
work on cars anymore, Joe did. 
     Of the many aspects of the hobby, touring, showing the cars, Joe's favorite part of the hobby is the 
restoration phase.  He loves to spend hours in his garage taking apart the vehicle and making the old parts 
like new again. When Joe is finished with a car, he loves to show people and talk about the work involved.  
He does not however, like to have the car judged, nor does he like to judge others cars.  
 In addition to the 49 Chevy truck, Joe always liked the looks of the seventy vintage Jaguars, and a 
friend of his had one when he was 19.  Joe bought a 1973 Jaguar to add to his collection. The restoration of 
this car was completed 20 years ago.  When he moved back to Pennsylvania from Massachusetts, he did not 
have any inside storage.  He parked the car at his brother’s house and bought a car cover for it. Three years 
later, he had a house, but no garage.  He went to his brother’s for the Jaguar and when he took the cover off 
the car, was sick.  Every panel on the car had paint peeling off of it.  The head liner had fallen, and field mice 
had found a new home.  He did not ever start 
on that project again, but sure learned a lesson 
about storing a car outside under cover.  
 His daughter Rosemary wanted an old 
car to drive that was small, so Joe bought a 
1984 Fiero.  His daughter Natalie also wanted 
an old car that is small, so Joe bought a 1972 
VW Super Beetle. 

 



      His favorite car is the 1933 Pontiac. 
A friend of Joe's wife Kathy got the car when her 
husband died.  She had it stored in his mother's ga-
rage in McKeesport.  When the mother died, her 
other son inherited the house. He lived in Michigan 
and had no use for the house.  He called Kathy's 
friend and told her she had 3 days to get the car out 
of the garage or he would call a junkman to haul it 
away.  As she lives in Boston, she called Joe in a 
panic and he removed it and stored it for her. He 
then worked out a deal with her and bought it for 
$1500. 

   Joe lived in New Jersey for year.  He had his 49 Chevy truck with him and built a trailer hitch for the 
truck before he relocated. He was towing a trailer from Pittsburgh to New Jersey with his belongs.  It ran fine 
until he hit the mountains on the PA Turnpike.  He had to call his brother who brought their father’s truck 
there so he could finish the trip.  The 49 Chevy ran fine without the trailer.                                                                                                  
   When Joe left New Jersey, he had the truck stored in a garage and had to leave it there until spring.  
When it was time to pick up the truck, he could not get in touch with the guy where the truck was stored.  He 
went anyway and when he arrived, he found out that the guy had left town 6 weeks before.  All of the windows 
in the apartment were broken out and the door kicked off.  Of course he thought that the truck would be gone. 
He opened the garage door with great anticipation, and the truck was fine! 
  Joe worked as an elevator mechanic for Schindler Elevator. This is the last of a long list of jobs for Joe.  He 
worked on cars before entering the Army where he was a mechanic and learned about diesel engines.  He 
worked as a mechanic at Clark Candy fixing machinery. He worked as a factory service rep on 300 ton front 
end loaders.  He worked on large printing presses in Massachusetts and went to trade school to learn how to fix 
robots.  He was a Mercedes Benz, Fiat, Pontiac, Peugeot, Chevrolet, Honda and American Motors mechanic 
over the years.  

Joe was in a church production of "God Spell" in the North Hills.  A friend told him about a man that 
was present at that production who also had an interest in old cars.  He was introduced to Joe Acker who told 
him about the NHHAC and where and when they met.  Joe was at the very next meeting and has been an     
active member since.  Last year when Rick Kelley asked for a volunteer to assume the responsibility of show 
chairman, Joe stepped up to the plate and took this position.  For those of you who have worked in any capac-
ity with the show know what a tremendous undertaking the chairman job holds.  We applaud Joe for taking 
over this job and remind the membership that your participation and help on the show will be greatly           
appreciated. 

Recently Joe went with Cy Nock to look at a 1938 Buick that was for sale. He picked up Cy in his 1972 
Volkswagen.  Cy had told Joe that he had never ridden in a VW in all of the years they have been out.  They 
were in heavy traffic and the car died.  It would not start and Joe only had a pocket knife with him for tools.  
They checked the car over and found no spark, and soon found out the points were bad.  Joe made some ad-
justments and the car fired up, and off they went.  Cy said he may never ride in a Volkswagen again! 

 October 28 
Waiting for the 
“Red Hots” in  
Ellwood City. 

 
Great day,  
great drive,  
great time! 



 
 

 

Special Program! 

 

Pat O’Neill will present a slide show program after the November meeting on 

this year’s AACA Glidden Tour. 

Several NHHAC members participated in the tour  

which was held in Gettysburg, PA 

Rick Kelley and his mother Dorothy Kelley  
check out homeland security in Gettysburg 

The 2007 Freshman Class with their diplomas…. 
 

Front Row: Mike and July Coco, Larry and Loretta Fusco 
Back Row: Sean O’Neill, Rick and Dorothy Kelley 

Congratulations! 

Judy and Mike Coco with their 1930 Ford 

Left to Right 
Kelley’s 1936 Buick, Coco’s 1930 Ford,  
O’Neill’s 1923 Ford 

A guy who drivesA guy who drivesA guy who drivesA guy who drives    



 For the first time in three years it didn't rain on the 
Shaler Homecoming Parade. The weather was per-
fect. NHHAC showcased 10 cars and we were soooo 

well received! Thanks to NHHAC members Mike & An-
nie Quinn, Bob Stauffer, Walter and Monica Horner, 
Becky Stauffer, Jennie and Ken Barker, Bob Moore, 

Dick and Becky Lowe and Scott Elliott.  Ken and Becky 
had a friendly wager, which was more popular the red 
Mustang or the white Mustang?  Or was it red hair or 

white hair?  The vote is still out.    

                    Thanks everyone!  

                      Carol Vivaldi   

Carol in Charge! Lining up Ken Barker for the parade.  
With that clipboard Carol became a beacon that attracted  

everyone who thought she looked official and  
wanted information on what to do! 

 

October 14 Fall Foliage Driving Tour 
Brunch at Seton Hill College 

Visit to Main Street Motors in West Newton, PA 

First pit stop = instant car show 

Joe Dresbach and Bill Swaney discuss how to 
make a better hot rod. Something for everyone! Restored cars, unrestored cars, col-

lectables, coffee and donuts—a good time was had by all! 

Thanks to 
Steve and 

Patty Illsley 
and their 
daughter 
Robin for 
arranging 

another great 
tour! 



  
 
 
 

 

 

A car wide openA car wide openA car wide openA car wide open    

    Cambridge Springs Murder Mystery Weekend  October 20 and 21 
 

Mike Paine marvels at hidden treasures. This stop was not 
scheduled on the tour. At lunch a restaurant employee of-
fered the folks the chance to see her old car collection. 

 
 

Road Warriors  
Herm Bickl,  

Jim Heatherington,  
Jim Cutuli and  

Rich Frankenstein 

Club members relaxed and explored the grounds before 
the dinner theater production. The food was tasty and 
the mystery was not easy to solve! A DaVinci-like code 

was used to find the murderer. Steve Illsley  
represented the club well by winning second place in the 

Cock a Noodle cooking contest. 
 

Weatherman Herm Bickl once again provided great 
weather and mother nature provided lovely scenery. 

Checking out the Cambridge 
Spring Dodge fire truck, 

bought new in 1930  
for $1295 



 

Bud Glendening, Bill Swaney and 
Joe Acker enjoy the sights and 
weather of Cambridge Springs. 

Thanks  
Steve! 

 
We all had a 
great time on 
the tour, 

thanks for all 
of your hard 

work. 
 

Steve Illsley—
known to ice 

cream stops all 
over the USA 

Bill Swaney, Mike Paine, Mike Coco,  
Bud Glendening, Herm Bickl, Jim Cutuli and 

Steve Illsley  

Patty Illsley, 
Ann Cutuli, Judy 
Coco, Mary Lou 
Swaney, 
 Carolyn  
Glendening, 
 Cathy Paine and 
Ramona Bickl 
 
You didn’t think 
they’d all be car pic-
tures, did you? 
 
Can’t pass up a  
giant ice cream cone 
photo op! 



 
 

Holiday High Tea at Hartwood MansionHoliday High Tea at Hartwood MansionHoliday High Tea at Hartwood MansionHoliday High Tea at Hartwood Mansion    
 

Wednesday, November 28, 2007 
 

$30 per person 
Tea sandwiches, scones, dessert, tea 

Entertainment and Tour of the Mansion with its Christmas decorations 
 

Limit of Nine 
 

Please call Carol Vivaldi by November 5 to reserve 
412-486-6009 

 

Is not thinkin’Is not thinkin’Is not thinkin’Is not thinkin’    

What is a “Carson Top” ? From the October Newsletter…. 
 
According to Dan Post’s Original Blue Book of Custom Restyling,  
original copyright 1944 
 
“The Carson top, now as much a part of custom convertibles as sans chrome styl-
ing, is a steel-framed, convertible-style, cloth-
covered top of unitized non-convertible con-
struction. Thickly padded, this visually ribless 
top is generally fitted to a cut-down windshield, 
lending much to customize any model. For sun and 
breeze the top can be lifted off and stored. 
Typical of the custom-style specialists, the top 
shop makes no other modifications. Other specialist-shops tailor springs to lop 
off inches of height, build special mello-toned mufflers, and speed-equip en-
gines.” 
 
And the winner is………Jim Cutuli……..an official NHHAC Pacer magnet is on its way! 
 



 
 
 

  

YOU MUST READ THIS  

AND FOLLOW  

 DIRECTIONS COMPLETELY 
 
 

DUES 

Send a $20.00  check made payable to NHHAC to: 
 

JACK SWANEY  
                            PO Box 152  
                         Mars, PA 16046 

 
    Please note that dues must be paid by December 31, 2007 

 
ROSTER CHANGES 

 
Added a vehicle to your stable, moved,  

changed phone numbers or email address? 
 

Send roster changes to: 
 

PAT O’NEILL 
4077 Branding Place 

Allison Park, PA 15101-2963 
412-487-8512 
pjojlo@msn.com 

 
Are you with me so far?   Let’s review………... 

 
DUES are sent to JACK SWANEY 

 

ROSTER CHANGES  are sent to PAT O’NEILL 

 
DEADLINE is DECEMBER 31, 2007 



He’s just hopin’  

 

For Sale! 24 foot enclosed trailer with sleeping area, excellent condition $6,000 
Call Steve Illsley 724-443-7058 
 

For Sale!  1974  Gran Torino Elite  Two door 351 Windsor engine 38K miles 
Original ginger glow paint and spoke wheel covers   $6,000   Jim 724-266-3337 
 

For Sale!  1975 Cadillac  Four door hardtop 39K miles 
Good condition           Bob Moore 412-487-4557 
 

For Sale! Set of (4) hydraulic lift car dollies,  
never used.  Cost new $480.00 plus $40.00 shipping  
Will sell all for $450.00    Pat O’Neill 412-487-8512 
 

Wanted to Buy! Bucket seats for 1965 Chevelle     Rich  412-486-0343 
 
For Sale! Make Offer! 

4—9R22.5 New Caps 
3—9R22.5 Goodyear G159 good steer 
9R22.5 Goodyear G159 Low Tread good casing 
8.25 X 20 Yokohama good casing 
8.25R20 Goodyear  G 159 good steer 
11 Truck tires 
Call Herchal Rapp 412-322-8330 



November 2007 
Visit us at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac 

 

North Hills Historic Auto Club 

 
 
North Hills Historic Auto Club 
C/O Pat O’Neill 
4077 Branding Place 
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963 

 

 

 


