
    As I write this it is still February and still cold! We did have a nice day for the 

Sunday brunch on the 15th. We had about thirty people and one antique car. I am looking 

forward to the upcoming after-Christmas party this weekend. I am also hoping for a better 

March than we had the year I was born. Anyone remember this? 
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NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 

 
2008 OFFICERS 

 
President: Bob Stauffer 
Vice President: Jan Smith 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney  724-625-1442 
Secretary: Antoinette Quinn 
 

Directors Clara Dresbach  Past President    Frank Pribanic  Term 2009 
Jennie Barker  Term 2010  Randy Fusco  Term 2011 

   Carol Vivaldi  Term 2012 
 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Ed Sipp 
Flea Market Chairman: Mike Quinn 
Car Show Chairman: Joe Somerville 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second  
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in 
Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be received no later than the 20th of each month to 
MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club-related news from the 
membership is greatly appreciated.  
  

An application for membership is located on the club website at   http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for  
membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney  P.O. Box 152  Mars, PA 16046-0152.   
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, PA 
15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.  
  
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their 
immediate families. Please notify them at 100 Cherrington Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or call 412-487-2094 or email at 
van2001@verizon.net 

Mark Your Calendar! 
              
  
 March 
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 08 Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus 
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 MINUTES OF THE NHHAC MEETING 

 

February 8, 2009  

 

The meeting was called to order by President Robert Stauffer.  

After the Pledge of Allegiance, it was noted that there were no additions and/or  

corrections to the Minutes of the January 11, 2009 meeting. Treasurer Jack Swaney informed the Club of the 

treasury balance. 

 

Frank Pribanic reported that the following persons were recovering from illnesses and/or surgeries: Pat Illsley, 

Bernie Malush, Jack Dougherty, Jim Harrington, Jan Hall, George Misic, and Gail Trn.  

 

Old Business:  

Michael Quinn indicated that there were 4 outside spaces left for the Flea Market scheduled for March 1, 2009. 

He also indicated that Richland Township would not grant permits for highway signs.  

 

Pat O,'Neill informed the Club that there was nothing new concerning the After-Christmas Party. He did say 

that he needed hobby displays. If you have any, call Pat.  

 

Jackie Sheerer reported that there were 4 rooms left for the winter getaway. Steve  

Illsley reported they had a great day for the Seton Hill tour. The last Friday of each month will be the Men’s 

Breakfast event.  

 

A discussion was held concerning the Club’s name tags. Clara Dresbach will research the cost further.  

 

The ladies had a wonderful time at their scheduled breakfast.  

 

Joe DiSalvo indicated that the show book prices for the Car Show will be the same as last year.  

 

New Business: Bob Stauffer asked members to consider volunteering their time for a program  

entitled "Free Rides for Seniors". The program runs 5 days a week out of the Lighthouse Point in Fox Chapel. 

The ride area consists of Blawnox, Aspinwall and Sharpsburg. The vehicles used are 14  

passenger vans and the time is usually a 3 hour shift.  

 

Bob Moore asked the Club if anyone needed Model T and/or Model A parts. He knows someone who is trying 

to give them away.  

 

Frank Pribanic had a sign up sheet for the Brunch to be held on February 15, 2009.  

Bob Cirilli reported that the stops were in place for the Pennies for Patients event in May.  

 

Mary Jo Phillips indicated her dissatisfaction with the voting policy of the Club. She feels that each 

"membership" should have one (1) vote. That would be husband and wife members having one (1) vote to-

gether and single members having one (1) vote. Each membership, whether single, couple or family, pays $20 

to join. Each $20 should be entitled to one (1) vote. This is an issue the Board will consider at its next meeting.  

 

Jack Swaney moved to adjourn the meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Antoinette S. Quinn, Secretary 



Member Profile  
By: Joe Acker 
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Last summer, while attending one of the 
Wednesday luncheon tours, we stopped for dessert at 
Ernie and Marlene Rensi’s home in the North Hills.  
While enjoying the delightful treats they provided, I 
was surprised to find an impressive array of old cars in 
his garage. 
   In recent years they had moved and their new 
location not only had a two car attached garage, but to 
the envy of most of us, a detached garage stuffed full 
of cars. Between the two garages, Ernie has a 1941  
Lincoln, 1966 Ford Mustang, 1970 AMX 390, 1972 
Datsun 240Z,  1973 Mercedes 450SL and a 1982 AMC 
Eagle. 
   Ernie told me he has always been interested in old cars, probably because when he was a teenager, he 
worked on the 30 and 40 vintage cars he owned as well as those owned by his friends. He was always doing 
brakes, clutches, tune-ups and even a few motor overhaul jobs. When he got older, he really enjoyed going to 
old car shows and wished he had an old car of his own.  He also realized that you have to have the time, the 
money and the storage space before it makes sense to own one. 
   In 1981, he purchased a building complex in Fombell, PA. which had a warehouse that had extra space 
he wasn’t using, so decided that would be a great place to store an old car. Upon checking the antique cars for 

sale in the Sunday paper, he saw a 1966 Ford 
Mustang Coupe for sale in Irwin, PA.  The car 
had been brought to Pennsylvania from Califor-
nia by the brother of the man who now owned it 
just a year before.  This sounded like a good 
place to start since Ernie knew Mustang parts 
were readily available.  As in most cases like 
this, it turned out that the car needed a great 
deal of tender loving care, but it ran fairly well 

and most important, the body was rust free.  If you know Mustangs of this vintage, you know hidden rust is a 
problem. Ernie bought the car and was now officially in the old car hobby. 

 The very next Sunday there was a 1941 Lincoln Continental Coupe for 
sale. As this car was always one of his favorites, he felt he just had to go and 
check it out.  It was also in Irwin, just 
about three miles from where he had just 
purchased the Mustang. It was not as nice 
as the Mustang however, and needed a 
complete restoration, but, again the body 
was very solid.  He just couldn’t turn it 
down, so now the Rensi family had two old 
cars in two weeks! 

Ernie and Marlene Rensi  

 after-Christmas Party 2009 



     Ernie pretty much restored the Mustang with Marlene helping him with the re-upholstering of 
the seats and get this, doing it on their living room floor! He sent the Lincoln out for a complete mechanical 
overhaul, but after that it sat for over ten years.  It is on the road to completion and might be able to do some 
antique car tours in 2010. 
   While visiting his son in 
Houston, Texas, Ernie was looking 
through the local paper and saw a 
1972 Datsun 240 Z for sale by the 
original owner.  You guessed it; 
Ernie came home from Texas in a 
240 Z! 
   In 1990 he was looking for a 
convertible to use as a daily driver 
and went to see a 1987 Mercedes 
450 SL at a dealership.  The car 
was really not in very good shape, so he passed on that one.  However the salesman called him the next day 
and said he would like Ernie to come and see a car he had just got in.  It was a 1973 Mercedes 450 SL and was 
really nice.  It had been repainted and seemed to be rust free and was originally from South Carolina. Ernie 
just couldn’t turn this one down either, so his collection was growing. 
   The 1970 AMX 390 came about a year later from a local owner who was an AMC fan. The 1982 AMC 

Eagle they still have was Marlene’s every day car for 
many years.  The four wheel drive got them up their 
steep driveway every winter. 
   Ernie knew Frank Pribanic and after talking 
with him at a NHHAC car show at LaRoche College, 
Ernie joined the club in 1993. 
   Upon asking Ernie which is his favorite car, he 
said he can’t say that he really has one. He did say that 

they all have their own individual character and the real joy is in driving them.  He further feels it is nice to 
keep them all shined up and spotless, but that doesn’t change the fun when driving them. He also admits he 
somewhat likes orphan cars that are not seen at every car cruise, as can be seen by what he owns. 
   He has not purchased an old car in over 15 years now, nor has he sold any as yet.  With eight vehicles 
now and room for six, that may have to change. 

BOTH  HANDS ON THE WHEEL             

FLEA MARKET      SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2009 
 

Please bring a 2-wheel dolly if you have one.   
People will be meeting for breakfast at both the Eat 'n Park on Route 8  

and McDonald's near Kreb's at 4:30 A.M.   
 

Please meet at Kreb's at 5:45 A.M.   
 

If you cannot be there early,  
please come later in the day to browse and then help clean up.   

Any questions, please call Michael J. Quinn 412-487-1888 
chuckiebird@verizon.net 


