
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – MARCH, 2007 
 
 

This is a good time to get the cars ready for touring season.  I would like to encourage some 
members who have not planned any tours, to apprentice on some of the upcoming tours that will 
take place this year.  It is very interesting to plan a day where you do all of the background work.  It 
is exciting and full of surprises and extremely gratifying to see everyone having such fun because 
you planned something.  AND, you even get to go where YOU WANT TO GO!!! 
 
Steve Illsley has talked about doing the luncheon tours again this summer. Planning an hour’s drive 
to lunch and arranging for lunch is a good way to break into Tour Planning.  Now is the time to 
think about where you would like to go and plan it!! 
 
Speaking of tours, a quick look through the 2007 Roster showed 42 members with cars 1931 or 
older!! (I didn’t double check my count)  That is a large number of our membership.  Perhaps some 
of those individuals would like to be involved in some tours this year to plan something that would 
be a one or two day event, using all back roads, traveling in daylight hours only and not traveling 
too far a distance. Think about it. 
 
Now that the season for driving our cars is approaching, let’s all drive safely, remember to give 
Steve Illsley your insurance information, and let’s get those cars ready to roll! 
 
Let me close by wishing all our Irish Members (and those who adopt the Irish nationality on St. 
Patrick’s Day), a Happy St. Patrick’s Day. 
 
 
Clara Dresbach 
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NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 

 
2007 OFFICERS 

 
President: Clara Dresbach  724-935-8351 
Vice President: Stephen Illsley 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney 724-625-1442 
Secretary: Loretta Fusco 
 

Directors John Trn  Past President 
Mike Paine  Term 2007 
Antoinette Quinn Term 2008 
Frank Pribanic  Term 2009 
Jennie Barker  Term 2010 

 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Tom Lofink 
Flea Market Chairman: Mike Quinn 
Car Show Chairman: Rick Kelley 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
 The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in 
Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 18th of each month to 
MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club related news from 
the membership is greatly appreciated.  
  
 An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac.  Application for mem-
bership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney, P.O. Box 152, Mars, PA 16046-0152.  Membership dues are 
$20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, 
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.   
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their im-
mediate families.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

March  2007 
11 Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School  Cafeteria, Wexford, PA 
17 Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
23-25 Winter Get-A-Way Blackwater Falls, WV 
 
April 2007 
  8   Easter 
15   Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School  Cafeteria, Wexford, PA 
       Futurliner video to follow meeting 
May 2007 
13   Mother’s Day 
20   Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School  Cafeteria, Wexford, PA 
 
June 2007 
3 Annual Car Show at Mars Middle School 
 
 
 

 



 MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 11, 2007 MEETING 

The meeting was called to order by President Dresbach and, after the Pledge of Allegiance, the Min-
utes of the January, 2007 were accepted as printed in the February, 2007 Newsletter. Jack Swaney 
gave the Treasurer’s Report indicating that as of February 11, 2007, the Club had $3,616.56 in its 
treasury. The Treasurer’s Report will stand as read. 

The Zufalls, the Ciganiks and the Pipers were admitted to membership by a unanimous vote. 

It was then reported that Gerri Metzger was back in the hospital and Loretta Fusco is doing well after 

heart surgery. Jennie Barker indicated that Lettie Buccigrossi had fallen and was also doing well. Pat 
O’Neill informed the Club that Jean Hackett was not at the meeting because she was on her way to 
Philadelphia to bury Ted on Tuesday. 

Old Business 

Pat O’Neill said that the After-Christmas Party was "a go". Michael Quinn said that the Flea Market 
was also in place. Volunteers are always welcome. Please consider replacing Phil Deakin (and his 
wife, Sue) as club advertising chairman. Phil will share with you all of his expertise to make the trans-
action easier for you. Jackie Sheerer reported that 20 people were lined up for the Winter-Get-a-Way 
to Blackwater Falls. Think about getting away and joining this group for a fun weekend. Mary Jo Phil-
lips reported that the annual Car Show to be held at Mars High School has been booked for a fee of 
$42. Please step up and help out on a Committee. Randy Hall’s January meeting at his house was a 
huge success. About 25 people showed up to learn a facet of automotive restoration. These 
"seminars" will continue as long as there is Club interest. The next one will be on February 15th at 
7:30 P.M. with metal preparation and rust repair being the topics. Jennie Barker reported that she has 
a "Master List" of all Clubs in the area. It was used to contact Clubs for the "Pennies for Patients" 
Poker Run to be held on May 6, 2007. Flyers will be available at a later meeting. The Committee 
would like our Club to consider a donation to this worthy event. Sean O’Neill will e-mail information to 
interested people about the Heritage Day Parade. There was nothing new to report. Bob Moore will 
be making plans for the Sewickley Memorial Day Parade. 

New Business 

We have a new Car Show Chairman. Joe Somerville has agreed to accept this position. Thank you, 
Joe! Dee Moore reported that the Ladies Luncheon will be held at Billy’s on Old Perry Highway in 
Wexford on March 15, 2007 at 11:30 A.M. Call her if you would like to attend. Young Piper, newly ad-
mitted for membership with his family, got a National Award for his 1963 Studebaker from the AACA. 
Congratulations! Dave Berg is the National President of the AACA. Congratulations to Dave! Sean 
O’Neill is the Newsletter Editor for the Golden Triangle Association. Congratulations! Joe Somerville 
has a friend with an "old" auto parts store in Massachusetts if anyone is looking for parts. See Joe for 
information. After 34 years, Ron Underwood sold his 1934 Ford Coupe to the same person who sold 
it to him 34 years ago! 

There being no further business to transact, Michael J. Quinn motioned to adjourn the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, Antoinette S. Quinn, Acting Secretary 



Member Profile                

JOHN ELD JOHN ELD JOHN ELD JOHN ELD     

By: Joe Acker 

 This month we feature club member John Eld.  John and his wife Mary 

live in McCandless Township and own a 1957 Ford Fairlane 500 4 Door Sedan 

that has been in the family for many years. 

   It was the '57 Ford that got John into the old car hobby by a  

circuitous route.  John's grandfather purchased the car from the former 

West View Garage when it was about 2 years old.  He was already retired and 

didn't drive very much, so the car eventually became John's car. John 

learned to drive with this car, took his drivers test in it and drove it 

back and forth to North Allegheny High School.  He recalls that even with 

power steering, having to parallel park a 16-1/2 foot car when you are 

still a student driver, was quite a challenge! 

   John drove the Ford off and on over the years, and finally got another 

car about the time he went off to college.  The '57 Fairlane then sat idle 

for about 13 years, but was always kept in a heated garage.  Then in 1991, 

John decided to do some restoration work on it and put it back on the road. 

   When he went to apply for antique car insurance, they strongly sug-

gested that he join a car club.  John went to his first NHHAC car show that 

year and asked how to join.  There he met Frank Pribanic who gave him an 

application, and has been a member since.  He didn't realize until later 

that he was already acquainted with Frank's wife Judy, who worked where he 

did his banking. 

   Since the '57 is a  

driving car, and not a show 

car, John enjoys that aspect 

the most.  Just seeing people's 

faces light up when he pulls 

into the gas station, is a lot 

of fun.  Usually people want to 

know what year it is, what size 

engine it has, and when John 

tells them he has driven this 

car since high school, they are 

really impressed and amazed! 

   John has never been able to do any of the heavy work (rebuilding  

engines or transmissions) but loves detailing the car.  He got a lot of 

satisfaction out of removing the old padded dashboard and installing the 

new one, and taking off the door handles to have them re-chromed. 

   John has enjoyed the friendship of Jim Zeleznik over the years because 

he is a fellow '57 Ford owner.  He said he has also gotten valuable assis-

tance from Dave Kurash, Roger Boff, Phil Deakin, Joe Acker and of course, 

Jack Swaney who is a virtual encyclopedia on cars. 

   

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 John said he is not sure if he can be called an old car hobbyist. and 

feels he certainly is not a car collector. He became interested in cars 

when he was about 9 or 10 years old.  For family vacations, they would 

usually take long motor trips.       

 To while away the hours, they would play a little game.  There were 5 

of them in the car including his grandparents.  Each person, in turn, had 

to name a model of car starting first with the letter "A", and going 

through the alphabet.  This is how John got to know about cars like the 

Reo, Kissel, Jewett, Hupmobile and Stoddard-Dayton 

   During John's work career as a radio personality, he met many  

fascinating people, but saw very few antique cars.  Perhaps it was because 

he wasn't really in the antique car hobby, and the subject never seemed to 

come up. It did provide him with some interesting car stories though.   

   John got his first job at WJAS when it was owned by the NBC network.  

This was a big deal for him starting out in one of the major news  

departments in the city.  One day the newsroom was alerted that Pittsburgh 

Police were searching the banks of the Chartiers Creek for 2 robbery  

suspects.  The news department tossed John the keys to the mobile unit and 

told him to go file a live report. 

   The news car turned out to be a 1961 Plymouth Valiant. It was not 

kept in a garage, but was housed in a barn at the transmitter sight in the 

South Hills.  When John got to the barn, he found the bright red Valiant 

covered with hay.  As he roared down the driveway, he swears there was a 

chicken perched on the roof!  When he arrived at the scene, there was 

still straw stuck to the car, and he was laughing so hard he could hardly 

file his story. 

   Most of John's car stories involve ones 

that were owned by the family.  Pictured 

here is John standing beside his  

grandfather's 1947 Oldsmobile 4 Door Sedan.  

This photo was taken in 1953 when John was 

11 years old. Note the great sunshade that 

stuck out over the two-piece windshield.  It 

was a fine car, but the Hydromantic  

transmission leaked like a sieve. 

   John said he is fortunate that mishaps 

with the '57 have been minimal.  Once back 

around 1961, he had put in a long day of 

volunteer work.  He returned to the Fairlane 

bone tired, got in, fired up the 292 V8 and 

shoved it into reverse.  The car traveled about 6 feet and there was a 

loud bang and a huge jolt.  He had forgotten that he had parked with a 

sign pole directly behind the car, a 5 inch steel pipe embedded in con-

crete.  It only pushed the bumper in about an inch with no damage to the 

body.  Those spring steel bumper mounts really did their job. 

       SPEED WAS HIGH                              



 Another time in the early seventies when John still ran a regular li-

cense plate, he decided to pick up Mary for a date in the Ford, He had 

just had the snow tires removed and the summer tires remounted.  He got 

halfway to Mary's house and heard a rumble.  Then the whole driver's side 

of the car lurched over.  He then realized that the kid who remounted the 

tires had not tightened the lug nuts, so he lost a wheel.                      

In addition to a new wheel, it cost John a full set of lug nuts and wheel 

studs.  On top of that, he missed the date with Mary.  

(But they made it up later) 

   It was on his Schwinn Black Panther 

bicycle that he first encountered a 1951 

Henry J. It was a compact car made by Kai-

ser Frazer, not a pretty car, but it had a 

fastback design where the roof line swept 

down all the way to the rear bumper. 

   John had installed a gizmo on his 

Schwinn that worked off the rear spokes 

and made a sound like a motorcycle.  One 

day he was speeding down a hill near his 

house when suddenly the gizmo stopped 

working.  He turned around on the seat to 

see what had happened and the next thing 

he knew, was spread-eagled on the roof of 

the parked Henry J!   

   He wasn't hurt, just shaken up a bit.  The beautiful Schwinn however, 

had a broken front axle, a bent fork and the chrome rim of the front wheel 

was shaped like a pretzel. 

   John said he guessed he was pretty lucky, but never liked the Henry J 

after that incident. 

   Over the years John and Mary have enjoyed many events with the NHHAC, 

mostly working on the car shows and attending the annual fall picnic.  

They recall what a great time they had at the chuck wagon dance held at 

the North Park skating rink.  Everyone came in western costumes. He thinks 

Bob Stauffer was most authentic though, he was packing a real six-gun! 

   John once bought a used 1956 Lincoln Capri 2 door coupe.  It was his 

first car that had all the goodies, power windows, power seats, automatic 

headlight dimmers and a posh leather interior.  John was so proud when he 

got it, he drove right over to his best friend's house to show off the 

car.  His friend took one look at the coral pink and white paint scheme 

and said, "It looks like a hearse at an ethnic funeral!"   

John was disappointed but undaunted. 

 A week later, he was cruising along when he heard a crash and a 

scraping sound. He got out to look and saw he was dragging the battery 

along the ground by the cables. The battery box on those Lincoln's was  

under the floor board on the passenger side.  With all the road salt in 

Pittsburgh, it had rotted out and finally just let go.   

   When he traded the Lincoln about a year later on a 1961 Thunderbird, 

it was picked up by one of the mechanics at the dealership. John heard 

later that he was pulling up his unpaved driveway in deep mud, and the 

transmission fell out!  Well, you win some, you lose some. 

   



 In most of our profile stories, I ask the person being interviewed to 

tell us about their favorite car, or perhaps one they wish they could have 

had. When I asked John this question, he said ever since he was old enough 

to listen, his Dad told him stories about his first car.  It was a 1926 

Dodge Brothers Sedan.  In the 1930's, his dad and his younger brother took 

time off from college and traveled the West, stopping to see most of the 

big national parks.  He even drove this '26 Dodge up Pike's Peak in Colo-

rado without boiling over (or wearing down the brakes on the way down).  

   This car became somewhat of a legend in their family.  It was boxy 

and drab, not a very exciting car to look at.  John has seen pictures, but 

doesn't know if he would actually want one.  He keeps thinking that  

someday he would like to drive one, or just sit in a '26 Dodge so he can 

whisper to his Dad up in heaven, "I know what you meant!" 

CORRECTIONS 
 

Emerick and Letty Buccigrossi name was misspelled in the February Newsletter 
 
The inside front cover of the 2007 roster has an incorrect contact phone number for  

Clara Dresbach, it should be 724-935-8351.    

Clara & Joe Dresbach's cell phone number listing should read 412-389-4551    

ADDITIONS 
 

Roy & Joanna Kennedy  111 Mattier Dr.     Pittsburgh, PA 15238    412-828-4891  

Scott R. Elliott     9823 Presidential Dr. Apt. 303       Allison Park  PA 15101-1852  

Ladies Luncheon 

Thursday March 15, 2007          11:30 am 

Billy’s  
Old Perry Highway ~ Wexford 

(near St. Alexis) 
 

To reserve your place or if you need a ride 

Call Dee Moore 

(412) 487-4557 

WEATHER WAS NOT                                                          



Letter to the Membership: 

We were heartened by the many NHHAC members that visited my sister, Joyce, and me at 
the Devlin Funeral Home after the death of our father, Fred, on January 8, 2007.  The mem-
bers all talked of Fred in a happy and cheerful way.  Joyce and I want to extend our thanks 
to all who visited with us at the Devlin Funeral Home.  Please pass along our deep apprecia-
tion to the many members that took the time to stop by and visit with us.   Also, Joyce and I 
need help in locating someone who would like to buy Dad's '56 Plymouth 4 door Belvedere.  
The body is showing signs of a good bit of rust, and it may need some work on the drive 
train to get it running again.  Could you please place a notice in the next NHHAC newsletter 
to see if anyone is interested in buying Dad's '56 Plymouth.  They can call me, Paul, at 724-
452-2196.    Thanks,   Paul Whitehouse  whitehou@fyi.net  

 
 

 
DVD and Discussion 

Painting, Color Sanding and Buffing 
March 14      7:30 pm 
Randy Hall’s Home 
4169 Glasgow Road 

Valencia, PA  
 

           For more information or directions 
            Randy Hall 

           (724) 443—4782 

From the Flea Market Chairperson………… 

I wish to thank everyone who came out on such an icy day to 
volunteer his or her time at the flea market on Sunday, Febru-
ary 25th. We had a few inside cancellations which meant that 
no vendors had to stay outside with their wares. Thanks also 
to the guys and gals who came out on Saturday to set up for 
the flea market. Clean-up went well and we were on our way 
to store our supplies at the Glenz residence well before we 
expected to. I also want to thank those who worked behind 
the scenes to make the Flea Market run smoothly. Hopefully, these people will con-
tinue to assist me in years to come. 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!               

Michael Quinn, Chairperson  



  TIRES WERE THIN                                       

Annual (Post) Christmas Party    by Joe Acker  
   
  On Saturday evening February 17, we once again celebrated our Annual after Christmas Party.  This year 108 
members gathered at the Hampton Banquet Hall to enjoy an evening of good food, fellowship and some great 
entertainment.  Pat O'Neill hosted this party and called on Jan Hall who said the invocation before we enjoyed 
dinner. 
  Pat said a very nice tribute to Ted Hackett who passed away on December 28, 2006.  Jan Hall then paid trib-
ute to Jean Hackett who has at one time held every officer position in the club plus a most active part in the 
show and flea market events. Jan also said that Jean and Rick Kelly may be the only members with complete 
collections of car show dash plaques. 
  Pat introduced the entertainment for the evening which was the North Hills High School Jazz Choir. These 
young people did a fantastic job of entertaining us with the best loved music from the past, including movies 
and Broadway productions.                                                                                   
  Next the Awards Ceremony took place where Pat recalled the memorable events of the past year, and any 
mishaps that warrant mention and reward.  This year John Kaiser was the first member to be recognized for his 
problem that occurred on the first day of our summer trip to Ohio.  His Model "A" began to make an annoying 
noise because the fan blade rivets worked loose.  Dick Lowe just happened to bring a new fan, which was in-
stalled in the parking lot and John was back on the road.  John was given a trophy with a fan mounted on it 
reading , "Fanless in Sugar Creek".                                                                   
  Next Bill Sheerer received a trophy from Pat for his mishap where he ran up over a curb in his Corvette.  His 
trophy had a curb finder mounted on it and was called the Curbvette Curb Feeler Award.  Mike Paine was 
called on next to discuss the problem he experienced with his 1930 Model "A" Ford.  Seems Mike had an un-
usual problem when he checked his radiator fluid in preparation for the Ohio trip. When he took the radiator 
Quail Cap off his car, part of the radiator neck came off with it.  He was given a trophy called the Bird in a 
Bag Award, which had the radiator neck attached to the cap. Mike explained that he had several other prob-
lems with his car last summer and thanked several club members for their help in getting his car running for 
this tour.  We usually give someone the Hard Luck Award and it sounds like Mike would have been eligible 
for that as well.                                                                                     
  Each year, the "DOOR PRIZE" Member Appreciation Award is presented to a couple who have gone that 
extra mile for the good of the club.  Members are chosen for this award for their generosity, club loyalty and 
enthusiasm and many years of dedicated work, especially the behind the scenes work that people do.  That 
winner of the Door Prize is picked by the former recipients. This is the twenty third year this award has been 
presented.  Congratulations to the 2006 winners, Mike and Cathy Paine.                                                               
  As a conclusion to the party, a drawing was held and prizes were given away. Again this year, the prizes were 
wrapped, so you got a surprise when you opened your gift.  Thanks to Steve and Patti Illsley, who again 
bought the gifts, and to the Swaney Family who wrapped them. And a special thanks to Bill Swaney who pro-
vided each guest with a toy tractor at your table setting, and to Mary Jo Phillips who arranged for beautiful cy-
clamen flower center pieces.                                                                                                                     
  If you missed this party, you missed a grand evening and a great start up for the 2007 activities.  Many 

THANKS to Pat, Jane and Sean O'Neill who plan this most festive event and the slide show. And last but 
not least, Thanks to those members who brought the hobby displays. Joe and Suzanne Acker, 1920 vintage an-
tique toys, Ken and Jennie Barker, Jim Beam Casino Whisky Decanters, Scott Elliott and Carolyn Krause, die-
cast Model Cars from movies and tv and Tea Cups, George and Barbara Misic, Ham Radios, Bill and Jackie 
Sheerer, Blow Torches and Shaving Mugs, Jo Ann Stauffer, Norman Rockwell Plates, Bill Swaney, Thimble-
drone cars, Lionel boats and model planes, Jack Swaney, dealer promotional cars, and Mary Jo Phillips, Floaty 
Pens. 
 





   
Tour Time is Just Around the Corner!   

 

Steve Illsley wants to know…. 
”Are you ready? Time to get the antique and vintage vehicles out and drive them!” 
 
Sunday Brunch Tour April 22 
Details at the April meeting as I have no idea where we are going. 
 
Sunday May 20 
Memorial drive in memory of Mr. Ted Hackett. Bring your Model A if you have one. We 
will stop for lunch and have an ice cream stop. Approximately 100 miles total. 
 
Weekday Lunch Tours 
Beginning Wednesday June 6th  
I will plan the first one then other people will plan some. We will meet at the planner’s 
home at 11:15 am and leave for lunch at 11:30 am. Tour planners needed for 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays, no tours in July 
 
Walkie-Talkies 
Please bring your walkie-talkies and PA state maps. If you don’t have walkie-talkies, 

“X” MARKS THE  SPOT  
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Annual After Christmas Party 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A rose between two very dapper thorns 
                                                                             George Misic and his ham radios 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joanne Stauffer and  
her Norman Rockwell plates 
       

       Bill and Jackie Sheerer  
   with blow torches, shaving mugs    
   and brushes and mustache cups 
 
Joe Acker 
and  
antique  
toy trucks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Ken and Jennie Barker Jim Beam Collection 



Annual After Christmas Party 
 

and the winners are………….. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Kaiser 
“Fanless in Sugarcreek”  

          Bill Sheerer 
                               “Curbvette” 
                                                            “Lowest Car and Highest Curb” 

 
 
 
 

Mike Paine 
“Bird in Bag” 



 
March 2007 
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4077 Branding Place 
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