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WOW! WHAT A JUNE THE CLUB HAD!! Beginning with Memorial Day Weekend
and the Sewickley Parade, the month of June was a Summer Sizzler of activity. Things are
happening at the NHHAC.
We squeaked by with the weather for our 35th Annual Car Show at the new location. This
show was dedicated to the memory of Ted Hackett, long time member and friend to all.
It was a great show and the new location seems to be a good choice. While I am on the subject of
the Car Show, I want to take a moment to thank the Car Clubs that favored our show by attending:
Pitt Birds of Western PA Thunderbird Club, Corvette Club of Northern Pittsburgh and the
Allegheny Valley Chevelle Club
Thank you so much for promoting our show with your members. We greatly appreciate
your attendance. If I have missed any Clubs that were in attendance, it is unintentional. However, I
would like to know who they were so I can send a personal note of thanks.
Rick Kelley announced earlier this year that this was his last year as Car Show Chairman.
As President I want to thank Rick Kelley for the YEARS he has devoted to being Chairman of the
Car Show. It was and is an awesome responsibility. Under his guidance, it went on every year with
the smooth running organization Rick put together. Rick, on behalf of all of the members of the
NHHAC we thank you and commend you for a job well done. Thanks for all the wonderful
memories you gave us at the Car Shows.
To the many members we have that cannot make it to the meetings on a regular basis, I
want to ask you to welcome Joe Summerville into the position of Chairman of our Car Show for
2008. Since we are like Macy’s Parade in New York and begin planning for next year’s show as
soon as this year’s show is over, please let Joe know if you have any ideas or suggestions. A
personal “thanks” to Joe for volunteering to chair this important event for our Club. Thanks also for
the nice program you did at the June meeting. We appreciate your active participation in making a
great Car Club.
July looks like it will rival June, 2007 with luncheon tours, the Summer Tour (5 days),
picnics and parties and summertime things to which we can drive our antique cars. As the saying
goes on my “Life is Good” T-Shirt, “Do what you like. Like what you do.”
Enjoy every day!!
Clara Dresbach
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The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971. Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in
Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter.
The newsletter is published monthly. All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 20th of each month to
MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com. Any car or club related news from
the membership is greatly appreciated.
An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney, P.O. Box 152, Mars, PA 16046-0152. Membership dues are
$20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park,
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their immediate families.
Mark Your Calendar!
July 2007
1 Ross Township Independence Day Parade
8 Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School Cafeteria, Wexford, PA
8 LaCasa Narcisi Winery Cruise
16-20 Summer Tour
1—15 Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix—various events
August 2007
12 Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School Cafeteria, Wexford, PA

Minutes of June 10, 2007 NHHAC Meeting
The meeting was called to order by President Clara Dresbach with 46 names signed on the attendance sheet.
After the Pledge of Allegiance the minutes of the May 20, 2007 meeting were corrected as follows:
“Non-car related and non-club related activities/events would not appear in our monthly newsletter." (There
was a typing error which eliminated the words "non-club" in the May minutes). A motion to approve the correction was made by Phil Deakin and seconded by Joe Somerville. The May minutes stand approved as corrected. Jack Swaney gave the treasurer's report as having a balance of $4274.43. The treasurer's report will
stand as read.
We had four guests present for their first review for membership. Alfred and Joyce Fugini who own a 1949
Ford F1 Pick-up truck and Robert and Nancy Reddick owners of a 1963 Ford Thunderbird.
Frank Pribanic informed us that Evelyn Burn had been hospitalized and that Jerry Longstreth's mother had recently passed away.
OLD BUSINESS:
In the absence of Bob Moore, Clara Dresbach reported that the Memorial Day Parade in Sewickley was well
represented by our club with approximately 16 cars in attendance. Steve and Pat Illsley hosted a lovely picnic
at their home for the participants afterwards and the guests lingered and chatted for several hours.
Sean O'Neill stated that the Heritage Day Parade at Riverview Park was successful and the Mayor of Pittsburgh chose to ride in Sean's vehicle. The NHHAC participants were told they added a "touch of real class" to
the event that day and would be most welcome to come back next year.
Frank Pribanic said that 15 rooms were reserved for the July tour and that he and Bud Glendening were going
to finalize the last day of the tour on Monday, June 11 but all the other activities were in place. There will be a
meeting at Frank Pribanic's house for the tour participants either in late June or early July, and those going will
be notified of the date and time by Frank.
Steve Illsley reported on the lunch tour to Foxburg on Sunday, June 10 with 9 cars participating. There was
an ice cream stop in Chicora on the way home and everyone enjoyed themselves and had a safe, trouble-free
trip. Steve mentioned that Frank Pribanic will be hosting the June 20th luncheon tour. There will also be a
Sunday lunch tour to Cambridge Springs on June 24th and men are required to wear long trousers, no shorts.
This tour is open to all cars, antique and/or modern. Notify Steve for reservations if you plan to attend. Tentative plans are being made for a "Mystery Tour" on September 9th with more information to follow.
Loretta Fusco informed the members of two upcoming events to be held in New Castle, Pa and extended invitations to both. One is the annual "Back to the 50's" car show/cruise at Cascade Park from July 5th thru the
8th. The second event is on August 19 in the newly renovated downtown of New Castle. The promoter would
love to have antique cars for display and promises to have special parking as a group for our members if they
bring their cars. A sign-up sheet will be available at the July meeting.
Rick Kelley, Joe Somerville and Loretta Fusco reported on the June 3rd Car Show and felt it was a success, especially in light of the unpredictable weather forecasted. There were 357 walk-ins, 9 Flea Market Vendors, 91
registered vehicles, concession stand sales and the two 50/50 raffles for an estimated profit of $2234.83. Rick
thanked those who helped in any way and asked that they co-operate with as much enthusiasm in 2008 with
the new Car Show Chairman, Joe Somerville and his co-chair Sean O'Neill.
Rick Kelley arranged to have a lovely memento of the Car Show prepared for Jean Hackett in memory of her

late husband, Ted. The framed collage was presented to Jean by President, Clara Dresbach and displayed for
the members to see.
NEW BUSINESS:
Mike Paine reported there will be a 4:00 P.M. Parade on July 1st for St. John's with dinner and fireworks to
follow. The church is on Rt.19 There was an announcement regarding a 4th of July parade in Leetsdale with a
rain date of July 7th. The parade is at 2:00 P.M. with a line-up time of 12:00 at Quaker City Shopping Center
for those interested.
The NHHAC, along with other area car clubs, have been invited to bring their cars to the "WINE FESTIVAL"
sponsored by La Casa Narcisi Winery on July 8th. The members were reminded that this is not a club sponsored event and, due to wine being served, our club's insurance would not cover members in case of an accident. Contact Mike and Antoinette Quinn for reservations.
It was agreed upon by the attending members to transfer the responsibility from the secretary to Steve Illsley to
keep the club banner in his possession due to his more central location to our club's activities and members.
This is due to the fact that this year's secretary lives in New Castle and it would require a trip to or from there
to acquire the banner for use at club events, therefore not practical.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ernie Rensi.
Joe Somerville then presented a brief program on Sanding Belts in which he devised a method to make them
for 25 cents as opposed to the $2.00 to $2.50 charged in stores. He provided interested members with the materials to then make their own.
The next meeting will be July 8, 2007, 7:00 P.M. at St. Alphonsus Church
Respectfully submitted,
Loretta Fusco, Secretary

Have a story or photo to share?
Have a comment or suggestion?
Please direct any and all of the above to the NHHAC Newsletter Editor
Mary Jo Phillips
263 Forsythe Road
Valencia, PA 16059
724-898-9661
nhhacnews@yahoo.com

From the Car Show Chairman

Our 35th show is now history . It is a large undertaking for the club
each year, and now that it is over, we can enjoy the rest of the year. As
this show was in memory of Ted Hackett, we had a very nice display of pictures and cars to remember Ted by.
If my memory is right, this would be our ninth place to hold our show
in the 35 years of car shows,. With all the moving around, it seems that we
still have a good show. I think that happens because we treat the people
with respect, whether they have a 1st place or not car-we give them their
money’s worth—that means a lot.
There were a lot of good comments about the show area and a lot of
cars that we hadn’t seen before. We had a new show area and it turned out
to work well for us.
Joe Somerville and Sean O’Neill are the new show chairmen. They will
need our support as you have given me in the past. That way we always have
the best show around. Remember, just ask for help
I have enjoyed working with everyone on the shows. It has been a lot
of hard work through the years. The shows at North Hills Village where we
put up 900-1200 feet of rope and fence and had the world’s largest pop
machine, to La Roche where we had to mow and rake the public parking area
(field), to Pine Township as to where to put the direction sign at to get
people there, but we had two people that had it under control and always
had the road signs in the right place for all the shows. The church was a
good place for the show. Traffic from Route 19 was good for us and would
have been a nice place if we could have had our show on Sunday. For our
first show at Mars, along with the weather, we had a very good show.
I would like to thank everyone who has helped
put on the shows. We had a lot of fun and lots of
work, but in the end we have had some of the best
shows around.
Thanks to everyone,

Member Profile

George Misic
By: Joe Acker

This month we feature club member George Misic. George and his wife Barbara live in Allison Park and
have a long list of antique cars under their care. They also have an interesting and unusual variety of cars, not just
Fords and Chevys.
They include a 1945 Armstrong – Siddeley 2
door, a 1946 Cadillac 62 4 door, a 1950 Packard Deluxe 4 door, a 1955 Packard Patrician 4 door, a 1956
Lincoln Continental Mark II 2 door, a 1960 Lincoln
Continental Mark V Convertible, a 1960 Hillman
Minx Convertible, a 1962 Buick Special Deluxe 2
door Convertible, a 1965 Cadillac DeVille 2 door, a
1965 Lincoln Continental 4 door Convertible, a 1966
Vanden Plas Princess, a 1967 Jaguar 420-G 4 door
sedan, a 1972 MGB 2 door Convertible, a 1980
Triumph TR-7 Convertible, a 1981 Triumph TR-8
1965 Cadillac Convertible
Convertible and a 1985 Cadillac Eldorado Convertible.
George’s first hobby car was a 1964 Thunderbird convertible; it was also his first hobby convertible. He
was intrigued by the Thunderbird top mechanism, shared with the Lincoln Continental, which allowed the top to
fold into the trunk, and close up neatly without the need for a convertible boot. This was a Cleveland, Ohio car,
and had rust issues that were typical of a seven year old car at the time. He later found a second similar Thunderbird, a 1966 that was loaded with options; including air conditioning, power vent windows, and an AM-8 Track
sound system. He was driving a 1965 Lincoln Continental four door sedan as daily transportation at this time; and
added a very nice 1966 Lincoln as a second car. The Lincolns replaced the only car he ever personally purchased
new, a 1970 Buick Electra. He sold the Electra when it was about a year old, as he was not happy with it for a lot
or reasons; the biggest issue was that he bought it without air conditioning. The car had no vent windows, and
ventilation of it, especially in rain, was a big issue without air.
1948 Lincoln Continental
George’s first old car restoration project was a 1952
Buick Roadmaster Riviera four door sedan. He bought it for
$250.00 in 1974 on the west side of Cleveland, Ohio. The
car had Dynaflow automatic transmission and power steering [first year for GM cars to have power steering]. The car
was in almost running condition, but needed paint and an
interior, plus a good bit of maintenance such as new brakes.
He had it repainted in a deep red with a beige top, installed a
J. C. Whitney vinyl interior kit and new carpeting, redid the
brakes, and went over the mechanicals such as a tune-up,
carburetor rebuild [first GM four barrel carburetor!]. He
took the car to many shows, went to swap meets in Dunkirk,
New York, Pittsburgh Parts-A-Rama, and the Randolph,
Ohio. He probably drove it at least 20,000 miles. After getting the Buick on the road, he found a 1957 Chrysler
New Yorker with a 392 Hemi engine, plus the Chrysler push-button automatic transmission, Highway Hi-Fi record player, and the Chrysler instant-air gasoline fired heater/defroster

After getting the Buick on the road, he found a 1957 Chrysler New Yorker with a 392 Hemi engine,
plus the Chrysler push-button automatic transmission, Highway Hi-Fi record player, and the Chrysler instantair gasoline fired heater/defroster.
The Roadmaster was followed by more Buicks, starting with a 1949 Super four door sedan and 1960
Buick Electra 225 convertible. At one point, George was up to twelve Buicks at one time, including a 1941
Limited, a former funeral car, and his favorite, a 1962 Buick Skylark convertible. During this period, he also
had a 1960 Cadillac Sixty Special four door hardtop. He received a recall notice from the Cadillac Division of
General Motors for this car to have the pitman arm replaced under one of the first safety recalls; the Pope received one too, as the Vatican still owned a 1960 Cadillac at the time. During the 1970s the collection of
heavy-metal cars grew; and he added two 1970 Buick Electra convertibles, and a 1971 Buick Centurion convertible. He used some combination of these cars plus his 1965 Lincoln Continental as daily transportation
into the early 1980s.
1946 Cadillac Model 62
From about 1983 to 1989, he had no old cars except for a
1972 MG-B that he purchased in 1979. He still has the MG-B. In
1989, He found a 1958 Hillman Minx convertible. It had only
34,000 original miles, and was totally original and rust-free from
Santa Barbara, California. It had been sitting in Orwell, Ohio for
about two years, but George was able to get it running with only a
new battery, new points, and fresh gasoline. After rubbing out the
original paint, the car looked presentable, and was the first of a
largely unbroken string of British cars in his collection. He then
purchased the 1965 Cadillac convertible that he and Barbara often
took to old car events in 1990. Other British cars followed, including a Triumph TR-8 [he still has it], a Jaguar 420G and Mark II, a Sunbeam Alpine convertible, a Humber
Super Snipe four door sedan, a Triumph Snag, er Stag, a 1946 Armstrong Siddeley Hurricane VIN 16000002
[the second car built after VE day in 1945] and a 1931 Armstrong Siddeley touring car [both of the A-S cars
featured the Wilson pre-selector semi-automatic transmission], and finally a 1980 Triumph TR-7 that was purchased in 1996 with only 700 original miles; the TR-7 was never sold, and was still in the possession of the
original dealer in Barberton, Ohio.
When Barbara and George started dating in 1996, his focus shifted back to American cars. The first
car that he obtained with Barbara’s help and approval, was their 1950 Packard DeLuxe four door sedan; the car
is nicknamed “John-Luke,” after the star of Star Trek; the Next Generation. They subsequently obtained several cars that they still own, including a 1985 Cadillac
Eldorado factory convertible that Barbara found in
Clearwater, Florida [it has the vanity license plates
“BEE’S 85”], Barbara’s favorite car to drive, a 1962
Buick Special DeLuxe convertible, a 1955 Packard Patrician four door sedan with the new automatic leveling
torsion bar suspension, and a 1956 Continental Mark II
Coupe. In Ohio, Barbara found a 1965 Lincoln Continental convertible which they bought and drove home
with no problems. He also in a weak moment bought a
1966 Vanden Plas Princess with a Rolls-Royce engine
in Florida, and had it shipped home. If you want a
unique car that you will not see at a local car cruise, the
Vanden Plas is for sale right now!
1967 Jaguar 420—G Sedan

In July of 2003, the storage building that George was renting in Butler, PA was involved in a fire that occurred in an adjacent building; He lost seven cars in that event, and was able to salvage three of the cars in the building. Lost were his 1967 Sunbeam Alpine convertible,
1958 Hillman Minx convertible,
1971 Triumph Stag, and
one of the three Triumph
TR-8s that he had owned
over the years, plus the
1967 Jaguar 420G sedan,
and a 1955 Packard Clipper Constellation 2 door hardtop [automatic leveling again].
Following the fire, George was able to concentrate on US cars
more, first purchasing a 1960 Lincoln Continental Mark V convertible; it
is a one-owner car with only 44,000 miles on it. It is the largest unibody
car ever built, and probably the largest convertible built [certainly the
largest unibody convertible] at over 19 ½ feet long. The original red leather interior looks like new. He is currently trying to get it in shape to be dependable after nine years of inactivity with the previous owner. They also
purchased a 1948 Lincoln Continental coupe with the original V-12 engine. He gave up on finding a Lincoln
Continental convertible that he could afford to buy. This is joined by
a 1956 Continental coupe in light blue, and a 1946 Cadillac Model 62
Sedan with Hydromatic, but no power steering [ask Barbara about
this!]. Also on hand is a 1960 Hillman Minx to replace the one that
he lost in the fire; the Hillman has only 13,000 original miles, and has
not been driven since 1966. It has the Smiths EasiDrive electric automatic transmission, a rare option. They also found another 1967
Jaguar 420G Sedan to replace the one that he lost in the fire; luckily,
he was able to find one in light blue, and with factory air conditioning
and power windows, neither of which his previous black car featured.
As you can tell from this story, George likes the oddball cars.
1956 Lincoln Continental Mark II
He has never owned a Ford, Chevrolet, or Plymouth, but has owned many cars much bigger or smaller than the
big three. Unique designs or features catch his attention,
like the Ford Thunderbird and Lincoln Continental disappearing convertible tops, automatic headlight dimmers,
early cruise control, and early automatic transmissions. He
loves the fact that older Cadillacs and Lincolns in general
are now less expensive collector cars than the contemporary
Fords and Chevrolets.
You may have noticed that George and Barbara conduct a children’s trophy award at our car show. This is
where the youngsters have an opportunity to cast a vote for
their favorite car at our annual show. This gives the kids a
chance to feel a part of the show and hopefully will gain an
interest in the hobby as they grow up. As you know, we
need young people in this hobby and this is a good way to
stimulate their interest.
1962 Buick Special

REGISTRATION
Loretta Fusco
Jean Hackett
Bud Glendening
Jackie Zamperini
Dee Glesner

Busy at the
Front
Gate—
Dee Moore
and Ramona
Bickl

Not so busy at the back gate—Mary Lou
Swaney, Judy Coco and Marlene Sipp
planning a tour…….

Frank Pribanic and
Ernie Rensi
having fun selling
raffle tickets!

MR. MUSIC! Jan Smith

BROTHER SPEEDER

Mike Paine and John Kaiser
Check out the
Ted Hackett Memorial display

“Was that an option?”,
wonders Ted Cook

Judging is fun for father
and son! Steve Parisi and #2 son
Sean O’Neill does more laps around the
Mars Middle School than the track team!

Randy Fusco takes folks for a spin.

Think they’ll find us if we hide here?

Barb Misic and Bill Swaney smile
pretty for the camera.
Children’s Choice a popular
addition to the car show.

A great big hearty thanks to all of
you who assisted us at the concession stand at the Car Show on June
3rd. I think Carol Daugherty is still
turning hot dogs in her sleep and
Fran Kaiser is still counting
money! Thanks again to all of you
who made our day a little easier.
Antoinette, Debby and Cindy
Mary Zamba and Fran Kaiser ready
to take your order!
LET'S REHEARSE

Fall Murder Mystery Dinner Play
When:

October 20, 2007

Meet:

not sure yet

Time:

Leave 10:00 A.M. and return 3:00 P.M. Sunday

Price:
$191.00 per couple includes dinner, play,
room and breakfast
You must call me NOW if you want to go as I only have 10 rooms.
The first ten to call get to go!
I will need a $50 deposit in the form of a check made out to me as I have to handle the payment to
Riverside Inn.
Steve Illsley 724-443-7058

Ross Township Independence Day Parade
Sunday July 1, 2007
Line-up is at 3:00 pm and the Parade starts at 4:00 pm
The parade route will be from St. John’s Lutheran Church,
north on Perry Highway to Lindley Lane
We have been invited by LaCasa Narcisi Winery
to participate in a car cruise at the Winery on Sunday, July 8th.
Plan on arriving around noon.
Bring a picnic basket and listen to the sounds
of a Blue Grass Band.
If you have questions, please call Quinns. 412-487-1888

WENESDAY LUNCH TOUR
There will be no Wednesday lunch tours in July. The next tour will be Wednesday, August 1st. We will be meeting at the North Park swimming pool at 10:30 A.M. Mark your calendars. Your hosts will be Bob & JoAnn
Stauffer. Bring your walkie-talkies, but as a novelty attraction there will written directions. Please let Bob or
JoAnn know if you plan to attend. We can be reached at 412-486-7977 or rlsjas@comcast.net
Hope to see you there! Bob

SUMMER TOUR
JULY 16-20, 2007
Plans are coming together for our summer tour to Westmoreland County.
Twenty rooms have been reserved in the club’s name at the Mountain View Inn in Greensburg
Rooms are available with either two double beds or a king size bed. Room rate is $109.00

Please call to reserve your room at 1-800-537-8709

and then notify Frank Pribanic. This information is necessary to insure an accurate
account for the various functions.
If you are a AAA member—mention this when registering for a discount!
Amenities include: Private Parking Large hospitality room for our use
Swimming Pool
Physical fitness room
Two restaurants plus cocktail lounge
A number of things are being planned for the tour, including:
♦
Visit to Westmoreland Restorations in Blairsville which is owned by club members
Craig and Susan Piper. Lunch will be served
♦
Visit to Charlie Vatter’s restoration shop in Blairsville. Catered dinner will be served.
♦
Visit to Kentuck Knob, Hagan estate designed by Frank Lloyd Wright
♦
Visit to Swaney’s home at Indian Lake—meal included
♦
Visit to Flight 93 Memorial in Shanksville
♦
Visit to Restoration Specialists shop and parts sales outlet
♦
Visit to Friendship Farms cattle farm and bakery sales outlet
♦
Possible plant tour of Kennametal, Inc. in Latrobe
An evening meeting for all participants will be held in early July.

READ ME!
The monthly edition of the
North Hills Historic Auto Club newsletter
is available by email.
Why email?
1) All the news that’s fit to print is in your inbox days before your mailbox
2) Color photos
3) Save a tree (okay, maybe just a branch)

ALL TOGETHER

NHHAC MEMBERS WIN AT OAKMONT!

Phil Deakin took second place
and
Jack Daugherty took first place

Jennie Barker takes second

Rick Kelley tells
an admirer about
his Buick

Trivia Question: Which NHHAC member scolded Pittsburgh Mayor Luke
Ravenstahl at a local parade when he used his foot to push the door on his personal car by
saying, “You’d better not do that if you ride in any of our cars”

For Sale!
One NOS left bezel for 1967 Chevelle GM part # 3885991 $50
One new lat 90’s Chevy custom fit rubber pickup truck bed mat $50
Contact Ken Scheuring 412-741-4691
For Sale!
1986 Chrysler LeBaron Towne and Country Convertible “Mark Cross” edition
Only 505 built Chrysler Turbocharged
One of only 24 remaining registered in the USA
Has every conceivable accessory. Included are many genuine MOPAR extra parts and a new
spare convertible top. Car is finished with rare bronze golden pearl paint and has two-tone
Corinthian leather interior. Wins trophies regularly. Included is the original (build-sheet)
window sticker and owner’s manual. Has new w.w. tires and battery with disconnect.
Phone Bill Artzberger 412-364-6842

You are cordially invited……………..
Dave Collette of the Early Ford V-8 Club has invited all clubs in Western Pennsylvania and
Eastern Ohio to participate in a giant picnic at his farm in Portersville on Sunday July 29th
Please pass the word to any clubs to which you belong.
Call Frank Pribanic (412) 487-2094 for information.

“GOOD MORNING, NURSE!”

North Hills Historic Auto Club
C/O Pat O’Neill
4077 Branding Place
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963
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