
  
 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
  

     Our club is in full swing now and the weather is finally 
nice and warm.  I want to thank everyone who helped 
out at the Wexford Starlite Cruise on the Friday before 
our car show. None of us worked too hard and the cruise 
management really appreciated the help. 
     Our car show was a great success.  The weather 
cooperated and we had over 170 judged cars.  Thanks 
to everyone who worked to make the show a 
success.  The show is growing and more volunteers will 
be needed to meet that growth.  We were short of help in 
several areas this year and we will need to address 
those areas.   
     We also have a need in another area.  Mike and Judy 
Coco will not be able to handle the September picnic this 
year and we will need someone to replace them.  There 
will be more on this at the meeting. 
     I will see you at the meeting or on the road! 
  

Bob Stauffer   
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NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 

 
2008 OFFICERS 

 
President: Bob Stauffer 
Vice President: Jan Smith 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney  724-625-1442 
Secretary: Antoinette Quinn 
 

Directors Clara Dresbach  Past President    Frank Pribanic  Term 2009 
Jennie Barker  Term 2010  Randy Fusco  Term 2011 

   Carol Vivaldi  Term 2012 
 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Ed Sipp 
Flea Market Chairman: Bill Sheerer 
Car Show Chairman: Joe Somerville 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second  
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in Wex-
ford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be received no later than the 20th of each month to 
MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club-related news from the 
membership is greatly appreciated.  
  

An application for membership is located on the club website at   http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for  
membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney  P.O. Box 152  Mars, PA 16046-0152.   
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, PA 
15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.  
  
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their 
immediate families. Please notify them at 100 Cherrington Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or call 412-487-2094 or email at 
van2001@verizon.net 

Email Information List 

If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of  
cancellations, member illnesses and similar things  

that happen between newsletters,  
send a note to Martha McEvoy        
marthamcevoy@comcast.net 

From the Editor: 
When sending information for the newsletter via email, kindly send information in plain text or 
as a word document. Refrain from using colored fonts and special effects such as bold fonts as 
it does not always transfer easily to the newsletter.    Thanks!  MJ 



 MINUTES OF THE NHHAC MEETING 
 June 14, 2009    
 
The meeting was called to order by President Robert Stauffer.  
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, it was noted that there were no additions and/or corrections to the 
Minutes of the May 17, 2009 meeting.  
 
Treasurer Jack Swaney informed the Club that the current treasury balance as of 6/14/09 was 
$7,461.85.  The car show netted $3,690.29. 
 
Frank Pribanic reported that Anne Kaiser, John Kaiser’s mother, passed away. Present for his first 
review for membership was Kevin Bick.   
 
Mary Jo Phillips gave her thoughts on the car show saying that many more people are needed for 
registration. Rick Kelley gave his thoughts and a discussion was held.  He made a motion that we not 
sell Club apparel at the Car Show and Rich Frankenstein seconded.  A vote was taken and it was de-
termined that no Club apparel will be sold at the upcoming car shows.  It was also determined that we 
would eliminate the free car rides at the Car Show.  Taking pictures in cars may be an option.  Joe 
DiSalvo did a super job on the Car Show booklet and Joe Somerville did a great job chairing the Car 
Show.  Thanks were given to all who assisted in the various venues.   Mary Jo Phillips has a few 
dash plaques left.   
 
A reminder was given that everyone is invited to Dave Colette’s in Portersville for a picnic on July 
12th.  Approximately 10 cars were on tour to Fred Segal’s.   
 
Loretta Fusco announced the Memories Car Tour in New Castle on August 30, 2009.  She also gave 
additional information on the Kalamazoo tour leaving August 19, 2009 and returning August 23, 2009.  
The cutoff to reserve is July 12, 2009.    
 
Steve Illsley is planning a chili dog tour on July 25, 2009.  Meet at Target on 228 at 5:00 p.m.   
 
The Syria Mosque Car Cruise is being held August 23, 2009 in Harmarville.   
The Crown Victoria Nationals is being held in Somerset this year.   
Mike Paine informed the Club that cars were needed for the Ross Township Parade on July 5, 2009.  
Lineup is at 2:00 P.M.  Call Mike Paine for details.   
Ron Underwood said that an antique truck show was being held in Macungie, PA next weekend. 
 
The Greater Pittsburgh Mustang Club had its car show on June 14, 2009 and Jack Swaney took Best 
of Show and 1st Place with his 1959 Retractable.  Carol Vivaldi took 2nd Place.    
 
Jack Swaney then moved to adjourn the meeting.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
       
Antoinette S. Quinn, Secretary 



Member Profile  
By: Joe Acker 

Jerry and Barbara Longstreth 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  This month we feature Jerry and Barbara Longstreth who have been married for thirty-three 
years and live in West Mifflin, PA. 

    Jerry tells us he has always had an interest in  
automobiles of all kinds.  His father had an auto repair 
business along with a junk yard.  As a young child, he 
memorized the make, model and year of most of cars on 
the road. 
   No one person got him interested in the hobby, as 
he always liked older cars and even as child, wanted a two 
passenger Thunderbird.  Although his father was in the 
auto repair and scrap business, he never appreciated the 
hobby.  This was a business to him. 
   As a teenager, there were several junk yard cars 
that Jerry would have liked to keep, but his father 
scrapped a nice 1950 Mercury Coupe and a 1939 Cadillac 
LaSalle with one damaged fender.  There was a Henry J 
that Jerry wanted to put in a small block Chevy motor.  
That too was scrapped in short order. Jerry learned to 
drive long before he was sixteen, and had a large variety 
of cars to test. His father didn’t care if he ever scratched 

one of them. 
   Jerry attended our annual car show for several years prior to joining the club.  He knew  
several members in the NHHAC through other car clubs and finally decided join in March of 2004. 
  It was a life long dream to own a Ford Thunderbird.  For years he casually looked for one but 
never bought one.  When he was working in Houston, Texas he put forth more effort to find one; 
thinking that a car from the south would be in better condition.  Most of the ones he found migrated 
south with their owners, rust and all. 
   After more than a year of searching, he saw an advertisement in the paper.   The ad listed a 
1957 Thunderbird in good condition with a  292 c.i engine and two-barrel carburetor.  At first Jerry 
thought that the engine was replaced, as most Thunderbirds had four-barrel carburetors.  He had 
gotten to know a couple of garage owners that worked on Thunderbirds, and asked them about the 
carburetor.  They said that a few models with two barrel carburetors were made at the end of the 
production run in late 1957.  They told him how to verify if this was a correct model. 
    When he looked at the Thunderbird, he saw a very nice car.  The serial number matched the 
requirements of the model.  He asked about the history of the car.  The current owner was the sec-
ond owner, a minister.  He recently transferred from California to Texas and owned the car for 
eighteen years.  The original owner purchased the car new in California.  The body of the car was in 
excellent condition. The only fault was a leaky wheel cylinder.  After two weeks of negotiations they 
settled.  Jerry figured if there is one person selling a car that would not lie, it would be a minister.                                                                       

Where it all started!  

G & L Auto Parts and Repair 



 Jerry was almost finished with 
his work assignment in Houston.  He 
drove the car around town for 600 
miles in a three week period to make 
sure all was OK.  The radiator sprung a 
pin-hole leak two days before he was 
to leave.  He found the oldest radiator 
shop in town.  He asked them to fix 
the leak, and fix any possible leaks, but 
don’t pressure-test it.  He then drove 
the 1,400 miles to  Pittsburgh in two 
days without a problem. 
    He has driven the Thunderbird 

about 35,000 in the last twenty years.  Along with the several tours each year with the Pitt Birds and 
the NHHAC, he and Barbara have traveled to national conventions in Cleveland, Chicago, and New 
Jersey. 
 One year, Barb and Jerry met with Bob and Betty Macek and Warren and Jeanene Smith in 
Cranberry and began the journey to Parsippany, New Jersey for the CTCI Convention entitled  
“T-Bird Heaven”.  he temperature was in the 90’s and it was very humid.  None of the Thunderbirds 
have air conditioning, and as they began they thought they might be traveling on a journey entitled 
“T-Bird Hell”. 
    As they got near to their first hotel stop, a rear axle bearing in their Thunderbird seized up.  
After being stranded on the highway for one hour they received a little Divine Intervention.  Betty 
Macek’s brother and sister-in-law came to the rescue.  They lived a short distance from where they 
were broken down and found a repair garage and a flat bed truck. The tow truck arrived and hauled 
them to the repair shop.  Betty’s sister-in-law loaded their luggage in her car and drove them to the 
hotel.  The car was repaired early the next morning. A Big Thank You to Warren Smith and his ESP 
as he insisted on bringing a spare axle bearing! 
   As they arrived in Parsippany, the Pearly Gates of the Parsippany Hilton opened.  There, they 
saw about 100 beautiful Thunderbirds.  The New Jersey Open Road Thunderbird Club conducted a 
wonderful convention.  A terrific time was had by all!  It truly was a T-Bird Heaven!  
 When Ford came out with the prototype of the new Thunderbird, Jerry just knew he had to 
have one. He started saving immediately, and finally bought a 2003 model in 2006.  This car had 
3,440 miles on it.  The original owner was afraid to drive it or park it where it might get scratched.  
His wife was tired of being yelled at every time she drove it.  So Jerry became the lucky second 
owner.  He plans to slowly wear it out. 
    Jerry’s favorite segment of the hobby is the people.  The cars are a conduit to  
making great friends.  Since he bought his 1957 Thunderbird, Barbara and Jerry have volunteered 
for the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix to the extent 
that he takes a week’s vacation every year to 
work for the event. He was part of the initial 
membership that re-started the Pitt Birds  
Thunderbird Club.  He organizes the Pitt Birds an-
nual picnic at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 
where they entertain over one-hundred people 
and put on a great display of Thunderbirds.  But 
again, it’s about the people! 

On display during Vintage Grand Prix week 

Jerry and Barbara thinking about the next tour. 



  JUNE 7 CAR SHOW 

 

 

John and Fran Kaiser are ready to race 
in the Johnny K Toys Special 

Rick Kelley wishes  
he had a Caterpillar 

Phil Deakin’s 1950 Jeepster  
found some new friends! 

Joyce and Al Fugini doing a great job 
with the club apparel. Thanks! 

“Hey Rick, do we have a class  
for wheelchairs?” 

Nothing keeps Suzanne Acker down! 



Becky Stauffer works 
registration, hoping that 
another 10 people show 

up to help. Alas, her 
prayers were not  

answered. Maybe next 
year…….. 

Warren Smith and Carol Vivaldi on a 
mission to sell 50/50 tickets to all in 
attendance. 

 
‘Did you hear the one 

about…?” 
Jan Hohman visited 

from Florida! The team of Kaiser, Daugherty,  
Garrone, Otto and  Quinn dish it out. 

Meeting of the minds 

Pat O’Neill, Bob Cirilli and Sean O’Nieill 
smilin’, stylin’ and profilin’ 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

JULY 12 PICNIC AT COLLETTE’S 
 

Destination: Dave and Nancy Collette’s, Portersville 
Time:   1:00 p.m. 
Bring:  a dish to share, table service, lawn chairs, your old vehicle, old parts 

for a mini swap meet 
 
Directions:   Take U.S. Rt. 19 or I79 to Portersville , Pa.   Coming from the South 
on Rt. 19 turn left onto Rt. 488 West (turn right if traveling from the North).  Follow 488 
for 2 miles then turn right on Mountville Road. Follow Mountville Road for 2.7 miles 
and Collette's farm will be on your left. 

 
 
 

JULY 15   LUNCH TOUR 
 
Destination: Hartman’s Deep Valley Golf Course 
                 The Waterhole Restaurant 
          Zelienople, PA 
 
Meet   North Park  
   Parking Lot across from Ice Skating Rink 
Time:   Meet: 11:15AM   Leave:  11:30 AM 
 

Sign up at the July meeting or call Clara Dresbach 724-935-8351  
 

  
 
 
 

JULY 18            CHILI TOUR 
 

Destination: Chili Dog Shop 
Meet:   Target parking lot  Cranberry Township 
Time:   5:00 pm 
 
Call:   Steve Illsley  724-625-1372 

 
 

 
 



 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

AUGUST 19-22     KALAMAZOO, MI TOUR 
 
Hotel: Fairfield Inn $69 per night + tax 
Touring: Glimore Auto Museum, George and Sally’s Diner, 
  Air Zoo airplane museum, OFF Brothers auto collection 
Banquet: Theo’s and Stacy’s 
Dining: several restaurants in walking distance of hotel 
Options: possible tour of Kellogg mansion, self-tour of downtown Kalamazoo 
Contact: Randy Fusco  724-656-1353 or fuel-n-fire@comcast.net 

 
AUGUST 30    NEW CASTLE “MEMORIES” CRUISE 

 
Destination: Downtown New Castle, PA 
Registration: 10 am—1 pm 
   Music, food and beverage available 10 am to 8 pm 
Meet:   If there is enough interest, we will meet as a group at Fusco’s and 
   travel to the cruise together  
Questions:  Randy and Loretta Fusco   724-656-1353 or fuel-n-fire@comcast.net 
 

OCTOBER 16 AND 17     FALL TOUR  
 

Destination: Caboose Motel, Titusville 
   15 rooms reserved for NHHAC members 
   and guaranteed by Frank 
Rate:   $89 per night 
Reservation:  Call the motel toll free 1-800-827-0690 or  
 1-814-827-5730 and say you are with NHHAC 
Reservation:  Call Frank Pribanic after you make your reservation 412-487-2094 
 

 
Thank You! 

John & I wish to thank everyone for their cards, flowers, & condolences in the event of  the 
death of John's mother in June. We really appreciate them. Thanks to the club also for the 

beautiful arrangement. Thanks to all the people that came to the funeral home. 
John & Fran Kaiser   

 

Thank You! 

Thank you for attending the St. Mary's opening night festival.  We had 8 cars even thought 
the weather was threatening.  Thanks guys and gals.     Carol Vivaldi  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Farewell 
 

Anne Kaiser 
 

Mother of John Kaiser 
 

Age 97, of Sharpsburg, on Wednesday, June 10, 2009;  
beloved mother of John W. Kaiser, Audree A. Mikulla  

and the late Rosemarie Williams,  
Leon and Raymond Kaiser;  

15 grand- children; 33 great-grandchildren; 11 great-great-grandchildren;  
sister of Beatrice Szyper and the late Florence Lyle; step-sister of Kathy Kemmerer. 

NEW NAME TAG PROCEDURE 

 
I think that everyone who wants a magnetic name tag has one by now.   

I am going out of the name tag ordering business.   
 

However, I talked to the owner of Awards and More  
and you will still be able to order the name tags on your own.   

A minimum order is not necessary.  
If you pick it up, the price for individual orders is $8.00 plus tax.   

f you want it sent to you the charge is $10.00.  
If ordering more than one they are $8.00 each plus tax and $2.00 for shipping.   

They have the club information and name tag design.   
All they need is the name.  

 
Ordering information is: 

 
                Awards & More                    

5418 Route 8   
(above Hampton Banquet hall where we have After-Christmas party) 

Gibsonia, Pa. 15044 
724-444-1040 

Hours Monday—Friday 10-5 
 
 

Thanks, Bob Stauffer 
 



FOR SALE 

 
Parts Model A and T   Dave Maddock  
412-521-0125 home 412-708-6102 cell 

 
 

WANTED: Used Open Car Trailer 16 ft. or Longer with Surge Brakes      
Call Vince Ciganik          (412) 486-3814  (412) 480-5962  (C) 

 
 

WANTED: Someone to silkscreen or airbrush numbers and letters on Firestone 
battery charger   Call Ken Schuring  (412)741-4691 

 
 FOR SALE: 1950 Plymouth Business Cp.  Street Rod. New crate 350 Chevy  

engine Edelbrock 4 Bl with manifold, PB disc front, drum rear, PS,  
tilt wheel, split front power seats, chopped three inches, ten bolt rear end, and 

more. $9500.00 
Call Jim @ 412-367-2722 

 
 

Congratulations to my good 
friend Jim Zeleznik, who won 
the BEST of SHOW Award at the 
Ross Township Bicentennial Car 

Cruise Saturday June 27.   
Jim drove his pride and joy, the 
1957 red Ford convertible that 

he bought new.   
This car looks like it just came 
out of a total restoration job, 

but is in fact all original  
including the paint, upholstery, top, all of the chrome parts and the entire drive train.   

 
 

Actually the only replaced parts on the car are the tires.   
The 52 year old car has just 23,000 miles on it (all sunshine miles)  

and as Jim told me, is in much better shape than he is!    
Reporting live at the scene, Joe Acker 
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North Hills Historic Auto Club 

 
 
North Hills Historic Auto Club 
C/O Pat O’Neill 
4077 Branding Place 
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963 

 

 

 


