
    

I would like to thank you all for the opportunity to once again serve as 
president of the North Hills Historic Auto Club.  Things are very different 
than when I served as president in 1989.   I am sitting here at my computer 
preparing to zip this message to Mary Jo through cyberspace, rather than 
snail mailing it to Jan Hall as I did back then. 
  
I would also like to thank outgoing officers President Clara Dresbaugh, Vice 
President Steve Illsley, Secretary Loretta Fusco and to Jack Swaney who 
will remain as treasurer, for their services in the past two years. Good job! 
  
Winter is now upon us and as I write this message we are three days away 
from the shortest day of the year.  I trust all the antique autos are tucked 
away for the winter and prepped for their cold weather storage.  Not much 
to get excited about, old car wise, with one exception.  On January 25th 
Steve Illsley will host our first ever winter tour.  We will be going for brunch 
at Seton Hill College and visiting an antique shop.  I don’t expect to see any 
of the old cars, but it’s the thought that counts.  Also upcoming is our After 
Christmas party on February 21st, our flea market on March 1st and our 
winter getaway at Blackwater Falls on the weekend of March 13th.  I hope 
many of you can attend these events. 
  
Lastly, let me wish one and all a belated Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
  Bob StaufferBob StaufferBob StaufferBob Stauffer 
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NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 

 
2008 OFFICERS 

 
President: Clara Dresbach  724-935-8351 
Vice President: Stephen Illsley 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney  724-625-1442 
Secretary: Loretta Fusco 
 

Directors John Trn  Past President 
Antoinette Quinn Term 2008 
Frank Pribanic  Term 2009 
Jennie Barker  Term 2010 
Randy Fusco  Term 2011 

 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Ed Sipp 
Flea Market Chairman: Mike Quinn 
Car Show Chairman: Joe Somerville 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second Sun-
day of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in Wex-
ford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 20th of each 
month to MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club-related 
news from the membership is greatly appreciated.  
  

An application for membership is located on the club website at   http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for  
membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney  P.O. Box 152  Mars, PA 16046-0152.   
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, 
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.  
  
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their 
immediate families.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
             January 2009 
  01 Happy New Year 
 11 Monthly Meeting at St Alphonsus 
 25 Winter Tour 
 
 February 
 08 Monthly Meeting at St Alphonsus 
 14 Valentine’s Day 
 21 After-Christmas Party 
 
 March 
 01 Flea Market 
             13-15 Winter Getaway 



Minutes of December 14, 2008 NHHAC Meeting 
 
The meeting was called to order by President, Clara Dresbach and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  There 
were only 52 names signed on the attendance sheets, but, a visual count of members totaled 68. The November 
minutes and treasurer's report stood approved. 
 
Jack Swaney provided the treasurer's report stating a balance of $4360.68 as of December 14, 2008. 
 
Frank Pribanic had no report on the Wellness Committee, but Clara read a thank you note from the  
Yarzebinski family for flowers sent for Al Yarzebinski, recently deceased. 
 
Steve Illsley made the motion to accept David W. Bialowas upon his second review into the club.  Attending 
members approved the motion. 
 
Patty Frankenstein, Jim Arnold and Bob Cirilli distributed the ballots for election of new officers to members.  
They were also responsible for counting the votes upon completion of the election. Bob Stauffer was elected 
president, Antoinette Quinn will serve as secretary and Jack Swaney will again be treasurer. There was a tie 
for the office of vice president and also for the board of directors.  Mike Quinn (VP nominee) then declined 
and after a brief discussion, Jan Smith was named the new vice president.  It was decided to vote again for the 
board of director's position and Carol Vivaldi was then elected as the new member. 
 
Carol Vivaldi reported that 14 members convened on 12-09-08 at the Hartwood Acres display for the 3 mile 
light show and afterward went to Middle Road Inn for dinner. 
 
Jackie Sheerer reminded members that 20 rooms are being held in Blackwater Falls until March 1, 2009 for the 
winter getaway from March 13 thru 15th. She needs those who are going to let her know when you make your 
reservation. 
 
Bob and Dee Moore have decorated a Christmas tree at Passavant Hospital for the past 12 years and Bob said 
this year the club car plate is part of the decorations. 
 
Mike Quinn stated that the annual Flea Market at Krebs is set. Jim Driscoll is taking care of the registration 
forms and flyers were available at the meeting. 
 
Steve Illsley reminded members of the Mid-Winter Brunch tour, January 25 at Seton Hill University.  There 
will be a tour of an antique shop afterwards.  Members will meet at 9:00 a.m. at Fun for All in Harmarville.  
Steve also mentioned the 8:30 a.m. breakfast on January 30th with more information available at the January 
11th meeting.  
 
Clara Dresbach announced that the Ladies Breakfast for January 13, at 9:00 a.m. will be at the “First Watch" 
restaurant in Cranberry. 
 
Pat O'Neill stated the After Christmas Banquet on February 21, 2009 is being taken care of. No new  
information as it's too early.  Pat wanted members to know that if their dues were not paid by December 31, 
2008, their names/autos/information would not appear in the new roster. 
 
Steve Illsley and Bob Moore presented information regarding name tags for our members.  If new name tags 
were to be ordered, the cost would be the individual member’s responsibility. Contact them for more info. 



Minutes of December 14, 2008 NHHAC Meeting, continued 
 
Jackie Sheerer made a motion that if members did not wear either a name tag or article of clothing with their 
name on it to meetings, a 25 cent fine would be imposed.  This is an effort to help members get to know each 
other better since our membership has grown so much. Antoinette Quinn seconded the motion; it will be in ef-
fect January 2009. 
 
Steve Illsley reminded members that now is the time to start making plans for any summer tours they are con-
templating.  Steve said he will not be planning any this summer. Steve mentioned he knew where a 1978 Lin-
coln was for sale and that the 81 year old owner has a garage full of old cars that Steve will set up a lunch tour 
and garage tour for members later in 2009. 
 
Mary Jo Phillips is looking for someone to replace her in publishing the monthly newsletter.  She said it would 
probably take only 10 hours of training to learn the job, plus it's all on the computer. 
 
Clara Dresbach thanked the members for the privilege of being our club president the past two years.  As her 
finale, she sang an amusing car ditty to the tune of Jingle Bells called the "Rusty Chevrolet". 
 
Mike Paine announced that it was his wife Cathy's 60th birthday that day and we all sang Happy Birthday to 
her. 
 
There being no other business, Steve Illsley moved to adjourn. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Loretta Fusco, Secretary 
 
 
 

 

 

Email Information List 

If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of  

cancellations, member illnesses and similar things that happen between  

newsletters, send a note to Martha McEvoy        

marthamcevoy@comcast.net 
 



Member Profile  
By: Joe Acker 

Lou Gamber 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Proper distance 

  This month we feature Lou Gamber who became interested in cars when he 
was a teenager.  He recalled that he was never satisfied with a car as it was and had 
it either souped-up or did some customizing to his liking.  His vehicles were always 
lowered; bull nosed, skirted or changed to his preference.  Of course as was the case 
for most of us, once married and eventually with three children, there was no time (or 
money) to pursue his interest in cars. 
   His dream was to build a T-Bucket when he retired.  Through the years with 
PNC bank, Lou accumulated all of the tools he would need to begin this project.  He 
had an addition put on his house, which included a 36 x 34 foot garage, and almost 
added a pit in one of the bays.  He accumulated books and all of the information  
necessary to begin this project. 
   However as fate would have it, at the age of 55, Lou was diagnosed with  
Macular Degeneration.  Within 5 years, he lost his direct sight.  At this point he lost his 
interest in cars and wanted nothing to do with them, new or old. 
   Lou and Ann had met Mike and Antoinette Quinn through the Special Olympics 
and the Lion Club.  Mike had just found their 1950 Buick Sedan and they were trying 
to talk Lou into looking for an old car.  This took several years to convince him,  
because he was dead set against it. 

        

Lou chauffeurs a veteran 
in the Sewickley  

Memorial Day parade 
while  wife Ann waves  

Old Glory in the  
back seat. 



In 2001, Lou and Ann joined the NHHAC and a year later Lou finally relented 
and they began searching for a car.  They also knew Steve Illsley who put them on to 
a Ford convertible in a garage in Bradford Woods.  They went to see it, but because of 
Lou's poor eyesight, wanted a car that he did not have to work on.  As it turned out, 
this car did need a lot of work, so they passed on this one. 
 As they left, Ann spotted a car across the street with a for sale sign on it.  It 
turned out to be a 1955 Packard Patrician 4 door sedan owned by a friend of Roger 
Nehrer. It was parked in his driveway where he had it for sale.  Lou and Ann finally 
found their new antique car. 

Lou was well acquainted with the Packard line because he grew up with 
them.  His father was a chauffeur at an estate in Edgeworth and they lived in the es-
tate.  The family there had nothing but Packards and had at least three in the garage 
at all times.  They had a limousine and a coupe that they drove themselves, and their 

son also had a 1954 Caribbean Convertible. 
   The 1955 Packard did need some work. The gas tank 
was cleaned and coated and new gas lines installed.  The 
carburetor was rebuilt, and the brakes replaced along with 
some normal work necessary when a vehicle sits unattended 
for 15 years. 
   Once they got it running, they took some short trips 
with the club, getting lost with the rest of the gang.  Once they 
took it to the Saxonburg Cruise, and on the way home the 
transmission started making strange noises.  They did get 
home without a tow, but did have to have the transmission  
rebuilt.  Most of the work was done by Lou's son-in-law, but 
he could not master the suspension system.  It never worked 
right until Jack Swaney looked at it and found out what was 
wrong.  They got everything working perfectly. 
   They enjoyed and kept the Packard until 2007.  They 
really liked the car but it did not have power steering. Due to 
the size and weight was it very hard to handle so they parted 
with it.  They decided to look for something a little newer and 
smaller with power steering.  They are still looking. 

Mr. Music Man,  
Lou Gamber,  

entertains with  
the accordion. Ann and Lou having fun as 

“Boob Tube and  
Cereal Killer”  

for Halloween. 



     NHHAC  Officers 
 

 
 
 
 
 

President  
Bob Stauffer 

Vice-President  
Jan Smith 

Secretary  
Antoinette Quinn 

Board of Directors  
Carol Vivaldi 

Treasurer  
Jack Swaney 

A Message from the Treasurer: 
2009 dues were due December 31, 2008.  Any dues paid after this date will be $25 

Jack Swaney,  Treasurer 

News Letter Editor 
It could be YOU! 

Don’t Delay, Sign Up Today! 

To Him Was Bunk 



 
 

Farewell 

 
 

Albert Joseph Yarzebinski, 85, of Hampton Township, died Sunday, Nov. 
30, 2008, in Good Samaritan Hospice House, Wexford. He was born April 10, 1923, 

in Wampum, a son of the late Joseph and Mary (Kellner) Yarzebinski.  
Mr. Yarzebinski was a veteran who served during World War II in Normandy, 

Naples-Foggia, Rhineland, Northern France and the Sicily Campaign. He was a 
member of St. Catherine of Sweden Church. He is survived by his wife of 57 years, 

Mary E. (Kroll) Yarzebinski; sons, Albert (Kathleen) Yarzebinski,  
Joseph (Sally) Yarzebinski, Edward (Laura) Yarzebinski and Donald (Vonda) 

Yarzebinski; daughter, Karen (Ron) Mason; and 12 grandchildren. Memorial dona-
tions suggested to Good Samaritan Hospice, 3500 Brooktree Road, Suite 320, 

Wexford, PA 15090 
 
 
 
Mary Irene (Simile) Artzberger, 79, of Ross, died Saturday, Dec. 27, 2008. 

Born Oct. 3, 1929, in Pittsburgh, she was the daughter of the late Anthony and 
Jenny Simile. Beloved wife for 58 years of William H. Artzberger;  

mother of Bill Artzberger, of Pittsburgh, and Jim (Sandy) Artzberger,  
of Franklin Park; sister of Anthony (Adele) Simile and the late Nick and John 

Simile; proud grandmother of Mary (Zack) Artzberger and Nora Artzberger. Irene 
was a Sunday School teacher for 35 years at Christ Lutheran Church and longtime 

volunteer for West View Meals on Wheels. In lieu of flowers, family suggests  
donations to Alzheimer's Association, 100 West Station Square Drive,  

Landmark Building, Suite 500, Pittsburgh, PA 15219. 



  

 
 
 
 



Winter Getaway                 March 13Winter Getaway                 March 13Winter Getaway                 March 13Winter Getaway                 March 13----15, 200815, 200815, 200815, 2008    
Blackwater Falls State Park , West Virginia  Blackwater Falls State Park , West Virginia  Blackwater Falls State Park , West Virginia  Blackwater Falls State Park , West Virginia      

 
Please call Jackie Sheerer 412-367-3138 

after making your reservations 

Deadline is March 1, 2008 
 

http://www.blackwaterfalls.com 

1-800-CALL-WVA   304-259-5216 

20 rooms reserved  

 

Amenities include swimming pool, hot tub, game room,  

restaurant and private hospitality room 

Mid-Winter Brunch Tour 

 

January 18, 2009 
Meet at 9:45 am at Fun For All in Harmarville 

 
Traveling to Seton Hill University, Greensburg 

 
Please sign up at the January meeting 

 
Come along for good conversation and a good meal 

 
Call Steve Illsley if you are not at the meeting 

724-625-1352 

Seton Hill  
University 



          Pulled Him Out  

      of Some Guy’s Trunk 

  

Who are you? 

 
In order to get to know member’s names,  

please wear your name tag to each meeting. 
 

Don’t want to? No problem.  
 

                                      Pay up!  
                                     25 cents for being anonymous  

Annual Flea Market 
 March 1  

 
  

Kreb’s Dodge 
Route 8 

Gibsonia, PA 
 
 

Call Mike Quinn  
to volunteer 

 
 

 
Don’t Miss Out on the FUN! 



January 2009 
Visit us at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac 

 

North Hills Historic Auto Club 

 
 
North Hills Historic Auto Club 
C/O Pat O’Neill 
4077 Branding Place 
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963 

 

 

 

 


