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A MESSAGE from THE PRESIDENT

This is our annual election month in the Club. We have several
candidates to select from and this newsletter includes pictures and a
candidate profile of each one.
We hope this will help many of our newer members to select their
candidate. I want to remind everyone that you can only vote if you
come to the December meeting according to the change in the by-laws
voted on in October. We have no absentee ballots. You must attend to
vote. I encourage every member to make an effort to attend the
December meeting to cast your ballot.
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This is my final President’s Message and I want to say what a great
pleasure and honor it has been to serve as President of this fine
organization. I think we have the best members in the antique car
hobby anywhere! I know the new officers and board members will
keep the wonderful spirit in this Club. I look forward to continued
enjoyment of tours and events in 2009 with organization and
participation of new faces and friendships.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 2009!!!!
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NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB
2008 OFFICERS
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Clara Dresbach
Stephen Illsley
Jack Swaney
Loretta Fusco

724-935-8351

Directors

John Trn
Antoinette Quinn
Frank Pribanic
Jennie Barker
Randy Fusco

Past President
Term 2008
Term 2009
Term 2010
Term 2011

724-625-1442

Appointive Positions
Historian:
Flea Market Chairman:
Car Show Chairman:
Car Show Prog. Book
Newsletter Editor:

Ed Sipp
Mike Quinn
Joe Somerville
Joe DiSalvo
Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661

The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971. Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter.
The newsletter is published monthly. All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 20 th of each
month to MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com. Any car or club-related
news from the membership is greatly appreciated.
An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac Application for
membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney P.O. Box 152 Mars, PA 16046-0152.
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park,
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their
immediate families.
Please notify them at 100 Cherrington Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or call 412-487-2094.

Mark Your Calendar!
December
05
Light Up Night at Passavant Hospital—check out tree 119
09
Hartwood Mansion Twilight Tour
14
Monthly Meeting at St Alphonsus
25
Christmas
January 2009
01
Happy New Year
11
Monthly Meeting at St Alphonsus
February
08
Monthly Meeting at St Alphonsus
14
Valentine’s Day
21
fter-Christmas Party
March
01
Flea Market

Minutes of November 9, 2008 NHHAC Meeting
The meeting was called to order by President, Clara Dresbach and the Pledge of Allegiance
was recited by attending members. There were 61 names signed in on the attendance sheet.
The October minutes and treasurer's reports stood approved as they appeared in the bulletin.
Jack Swaney gave the treasurer's report stating a current balance of $3645.98.
Frank Pribanic had no health reports on our members, but it was brought to our attention that
Pat Illsley had pneumonia and was recuperating.
A first review for applicant David Bialowas was made and he informed us that he was the
proud owner of a 1946 3/4 ton Chevy Pick-up truck that had previously belonged to his father.
David resides in Gibsonia, PA.
Carol Vivaldi reminded those planning to attend the Hartwood Acres Twilight Tour on 12-9 at
5:30 to enter at Saxonburg Blvd. Cost is $5.00 per person. She also mentioned there is a tea to
be held there on December 3.
Jan Smith reported that the "Oldies Dance" in Butler had a light attendance and there were a
few of the NHHAC members there and they had a good time. It was also mentioned by Jennie
Barker that approximately 12 of our members enjoyed the Spaghetti Dinner that same day at
Elfinwild Presbyterian Chruch prior to the dance.

An apology was made to Marlene Rensi and Elaine Santora in regards to no follow-up
arrangements made to attend the Symphony North concert at Four Points Sheraton North held
on November 8.
President Clara Dresbach took pictures of the upcoming slate of officers prior to the meeting to
accompany their bios which will appear in the next club newsletter. She asked if there were
any other nominations from the floor, there were none.
Pat O'Neill has the Hampton Banquet Hall reserved on February 21, 2009 for our
After-Christmas Party. Other details will be announced at a later date.
Jackie Sheerer is planning the Black Water Falls Winter Retreat for the weekend of March 13,
2009 and will have a block of 20 rooms reserved. She will verify the date and give more
details at a future meeting.
Jackie brought up a fun idea to the members saying that several years ago there were many
new members in the club, much like our current membership, and in order to more easily
identify them, members were requested to wear either their club name tag or club merchandise
with their name on it. If they did not, then a 25 cent "fine" was donated
by them to the club kitty. (Not sure if this was accepted by our club - will check this out next
month).

Minutes of November 9, 2008 NHHAC Meeting—continued
Bob Otto announced that the Pittsburgh Area Theater Organ Society was giving a concert on
Saturday, Nov. 15 at 7:30 p.m.at Keystone Oakes High School Auditorium, tickets are $15.00.
The organ came from a silent movie theater from the 1920's and has been restored.
Mike Quinn had spoken to Kreb's dealership regarding the annual Flea Market which will be
scheduled for March 1, 2009 (instead of February due to a schedule conflict on dates). More
information will follow.
Bob and Dee Moore are decorating a Christmas Tree at UPMC Passavant on December 5 for
light up night. The tree is #119 and they have done this for many years.

Steve Illsley reported on the 2008 lunch tours saying it was a good year. He also announced
that he is planning a men's breakfast this winter on the last Friday of each month with the first
one to be 1-30-09, Steve as the host. Steve and Frank Pribanic are also scheduling a Sunday
Brunch tour in January and February with more details to follow.
Not to be outdone, Clara Dresbach is planning a Ladies Breakfast and if enough are interested
they'll start in January. Please notify Clara by phone or email what day of the week and time
of day best suits you and she'll plan from there.
There being no other business, Mike Quinn moved to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Loretta Fusco, Secretary

Email Information List
If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of
cancellations, member illnesses and similar things that happen between
newsletters, send a note to Martha McEvoy
marthamcevoy@comcast.net

Member Profile
By: Joe Acker

Jim Arnold
Jim’s father owned a 1936 Ford Tudor he bought used in 1937. They had a 50 foot
driveway and Jim had it rutted by driving the ‘36 up and back every chance he got. By the
time he approached age 16, he and that Ford were good buddies.
One inspirational day in 1947, Jim decided he would help his dad by fixing up their dingy car. With some paint stripper in hand, he began removing sections of paint from the hood,
fenders and trunk. He got “tanned” good for that misadventure. His dad realized the family car
was now a mess of bare metal patches, so had no choice but to let Jim finish
removing the rest of the paint. He borrowed a hobby paint sprayer and they tried to spray on
lacquer primer and a maroon finish. The car finally ended up in a local body shop where they
fixed some rusted areas and laid on a few more coats of maroon lacquer.
Jim spent every day in that shop watching and learning. Jim’s dad got into it and bought
a new grille and they shined up the bright work. With rebuilt water pumps, carb, fuel pump,
new points and condenser, the car ran pretty good and looked good. It became known around
town as “Paul Arnold’s Maroon Ford.” That was Jim’s introduction into the “old car hobby.”
Jim bought his first car for $200 from a classmate in the summer of 1952. It was a tired
1940 Ford convertible. Jim was into the hot rod culture by then and within a couple of months,
the flathead engine was out of the car. Armed with some articles from Hot Rod magazines, he
did some porting and relieving, added a stroker kit, lightweight flywheel, Weber Race Cam
among other things, thus had his first “hopped up” flathead. Jim gave this car away when he
entered the service early in 1953.
In December of 1953, Jim bought his 1948 Ford convertible while home on leave from
the Army. He did various modifications on the
car from 1955 to 1958, engine, shaved hood,
deck, bumpers, etc. In 1959 the ’48 went into
his father’s garage and spent the next 36 years
covered in dust and boxes. In 1995 his parents
sold their home, so the car was brought to
Jim’s home where about 5 years later he began a frame off re-building.

He lit a match

Jim enjoys doing most of the restoration work
himself and only farmed out the interior upholstery and
convertible top. Much time and effort was spent undoing
some of the modifications he had done in the fifties.
Jim learned about patience and perseverance gathering
parts that had been discarded and re-doing the body
back to its “stock” appearance.
After about 8 years on this project, he finished
this car in the fall of 2006 and took the ’48 out for its
first road experience in 50 years. It has always been his
intention to build a nice driving car that he can depend
on for trips up to 500 miles in a day. He is planning to
visit his son in Denver next year driving the ’48.
1948 Ford convertible getting primer

Jim
always wanted to own another 1940 Ford convertible since the first one he owned in 1952, so in December of 2006, he bought one from a lady in Kimberly, British Columbia, Canada. The same high
school friend that sold him his first ’40 Ford convertible accompanied Jim to pick up this car. They
left on March 25, 2007 on a 4,600 plus mile round
trip. They picked up a U-Haul trailer in a town near
Kimberly, picked up the car and
arrived back here on April 2. The trip was almost
48 Ford
perfect except for some rain and wet snow they
encountered during parts of the trip. Jim feels very
blessed to have driven that far without any problems and mostly good weather.
The owner and her late husband restored the car around 2000/1. Jim said the car is far
from perfect but solid and mostly original. He intends to keep it very close to stock but will
make improvements to make it safe and drivable and capable of making long trips.
While attending the Friday nights cruises in
Wexford, Jim met Joe Dresbach and Herb
Scott from our club. Joe brought Jim into the
NHHAC with an invitation to attend the
annual car show.
We look forward to seeing Jim’s new antique
car out on the road hopefully next summer!

The finished 1948 Ford convertible

Nominee Profiles—Election 2008 ***Candidates are listed in reverse alphabetical order

President
Bob Stauffer—Glenshaw
Occupation: Retired from retail management
What is your passion?: driving the old cars
NHHAC Interests/Involvements: My number one interest is touring, club
president 1989, show program chairperson for 13 years, planning and
directing tours, registration and judging at car show
Statement of Purpose/Intent: My direction for the club would be
promoting driving and other activities which would feature the old cars. I feel that is what car clubs
are all about. As to the competition, I think we have had our fill of negative campaigning on the
national level of the past year or so. Jen and I could both do a good job as president, so I will leave
the decision up to the voters.
Jennie Barker—Allison Park
Occupation: Retired CPA
What is your passion?: Antique cars that embody the three C’s: Color,
Curves, and Chrome, like my 1957 Chevy Bel Air. My other passions
are my family, my friends, my cats, traveling, and entertaining.
NHHAC Interests/Involvements: I served for two years as NHHAC Secretary, and am currently on the Board of Directors. I have served as a
judge for the annual NHHAC car show and was Rick Kelley’s assistant
in running the show after his injury. I participate in parades, shows, and tours, and promote the club
to people I meet at automotive events. Since my husband’s retirement, we have planned tours for
another car club we belong to, and look forward to sharing our ideas for NHHAC tours.
Statement of Purpose/Intent: We should promote the acquisition, preservation, and showing of antique and classic cars, while not taking ourselves so seriously that it stops being fun. I have the
ability to keep a meeting going and stick to business while maintaining a sense of humor, as well as
years of experience in organizing events. I would work to ensure that the Board of Directors maintains and exercises its decision-making powers, and that we take our lead from the members.
Treasurer
Jack W. Swaney—Mars

Occupation: Owner Saxonburg Blvd. Auto Parts Inc.
What is your passion?: Collecting & Restoring Cars
NHHAC Interests/Involvements: I have been a member since 1981 and
treasurer since 1998. I have had tours to see my cars and was in charge
of the picnic one year. I have judged at shows, worked at the flea
market and car show and toured with the club.
Statement of Purpose/Intent: To keep the club in the black as best I
can, of course with the help our many great members.

Vice-President
Michael J. Quinn – Allison Park
Occupation: Retired Army
What is your passion?: Spending time with my wife, family and
friends; antique automobiles; pets
NHHAC Interests/Involvements: I currently serve as the Chairman for the annual Flea Market
(when Bill Sheerer isn’t begging to do it for me). I have served as President of the Club and as a
Board member. I judge cars at the Car Show and I enjoy being part of an active car Club.
Statement of Purpose/Intent: To stand in when the President is not able to attend the meeting and
also have fun while doing that. I will also try to convince people to come to the meetings and to help
wherever I’m needed.
Jan Smith—Butler
Occupation: truck driver
What is your passion?: family and cars
NHHAC Interests/Involvements: DJ at the car shows and picnic,
attending tours
Statement of Purpose/Intent: To help out the club in any way possible.

Secretary
Antoinette S. Quinn – Allison Park
Occupation: Paralegal
What is your passion?: Spending time with my husband, son, family
and friends; vacations; antique automobiles; pets
NHHAC Interests/Involvements: I have already served for a few years
as Secretary and also as a Board member of the NHHAC. I have Co-chaired the food committee for
the annual car show as well as assisting the Flea Market Chairman get ready for that event. I have
also judged cars at the annual Car Show. I enjoy being in parades. I also enjoy car shows and
whatever tours I can attend.
Statement of Purpose/Intent: It is my intention to listen carefully and take Minutes of the meetings
so those not in attendance will know exactly what has taken place in their absence.

Board of Directors
Carol Vivaldi—Allison Park
Occupation: retired
What is your passion?: gardening, Hartwood Mansion docent, car showcasing for fund raising events
NHHAC Interests/Involvements: activity planner
Statement of Purpose/Intent: To help guide the organization to fun and friendships
Bob Moore – Allison Park
Occupation: Retired
What is your passion?: antique cars and landscaping
NHHAC Interests/Involvements: car show judge and tree decorator

Ted Cook – Allison Park
Occupation: Retired IT Specialist; currently working for PLCB as a wine and
spirits concierge.
What is your passion?: The restoration and enjoyment of early model muscle
cars, in particular Chevelles and Corvettes. I’m also passionate about cruising,
touring, die cast cars, coin collecting, history and politics.
NHHAC Interests/Involvements: I have served as a judge for the annual
NHHAC car show for many years. Along with my wife, Cindy Cook, I have planned tours for the club
in the past and assisted in the Club’s annual picnic at various locations over the years. I was also
the Membership Chairman for six years for a local corvette chapter. I have formed and am currently
the President of a local Chevelle Club for the past three years.
Statement of Purpose/Intent: We should promote the acquisition, preservation, and showing of antique and classic cars, while not taking ourselves so seriously that it stops being fun. I would also
like to inject some fresh ideas into the club so as to spark some interest from a younger and currently untapped crowd.

To check gas tank

Mid-Winter Brunch Tour
January 25, 2009
Meet at 9:00 am at Fun For All in Harmarville
Traveling to Seton Hill University, Greensburg
Please sign up at the January meeting
Come along for good conversation and a good meal
Call Steve Illsley if you are not at the meeting
724-625-1352

Seton Hill
University

Winter Get-A-Way
March 13-15, 2008
Blackwater Falls State Park , West Virginia

Please call Jackie Sheerer 412-367-3138
after making your reservations
Deadline is February 19, 2008
http://www.blackwaterfalls.com
1-800-CALL-WVA 304-259-5216
15 rooms reserved with 10 non-smoking
Amenities include swimming pool, hot tub, game room,
restaurant and private hospitality room

Mark your calendars!
Tuesday, December 9
Twilight Christmas Tour

Hartwood Mansion

Important! Enter from Saxonburg Blvd and proceed up the
driveway to the Mansion parking area.
I will meet you at the Mansion.

5:30 pm Admission $5.00
Carol Vivaldi 412-486-6009

MEN’S MORNING OUT!
Let’s try something different for the winter months!
Why don’t we (the men) meet for breakfast

once a month?
Shall we say the last Friday at 8 am ?
Steve Illsley will plan the first one, then someone
different will plan the other months.
You pick the place and we’ll call you to let you know
who is attending.
We will meet at the place of your choice.
Call by the Tuesday before if you will attend.
Let’s try it out!

That’s why they call him

YOU MUST READ THIS
AND FOLLOW
DIRECTIONS COMPLETELY
DUES
Send a $20.00 check made payable to NHHAC to:
JACK SWANEY
PO Box 152
Mars, PA 16046
Please note that dues must be paid by December 31, 2008
ROSTER CHANGES
Added a vehicle to your stable, moved,
changed phone numbers or email address?
Send roster changes to:
PAT O’NEILL
4077 Branding Place
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963
412-487-8512
pjojlo@msn.com
Are you with me so far? Let’s review………...
DUES are sent to JACK SWANEY
ROSTER CHANGES are sent to PAT O’NEILL

DEADLINE is DECEMBER 31, 2007

FOR SALE!

1960 Buick Electra, 4-Door. White with blue interior (cloth/vinyl). Just under 70K miles Contact Jim
Heatherington for information. 412-672-0914 (Aug)
1989 Mercedes 560SL convertible. White with red
leather interior. 45K miles. Contact Jim Heatherington for information.
412-672-0914 (Aug)
FREE Four Wide White Tires 670/15 approx 20 years old 2000 miles
Pat Santelli 412-780-3680 (Sept)
1967 Ford F100 Custom Cab Pickup 302 Mustang GT motor, 4-barrel,
electronic ignition, air conditioning, p/s, p/b $12,000 (Nov)
Call Mary Jo Phillips 724-316-8809

Who are you?
In order to get to know names of members,
please wear your name tag to each meeting.
Don’t want to? No problem.
Pay up! 25 cents for being anonymous

Skinless Frank

North Hills Historic Auto Club
C/O Pat O’Neill
4077 Branding Place
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963

North Hills Historic Auto Club
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