
How did it get to be December already????   

Hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving Holiday.   

I can hardly believe it is one year since I was elected 

President.  I am honored to have served in this capacity in 

the North Hills Historic Auto Club. 

 

I would like to thank everyone who made 2007  

such a good year in the Club.  You all know who you 

are—-the people who come to meetings, volunteer for 

things, attend events, visit our sick members, serve on 

various committees, lend a hand to a fellow member, etc. 

 

This message is short and sweet.   

On behalf of Joe and I,  

we wish a Merry Christmas, and Happy Holiday Season  

to all and a 2008 that is Happy and Healthy. 
 

 

Clara Dresbach 

NEXT MEETING  

Sunday  
December 9 
St Alphonsus 
Cafeteria 
 

DUES  
AND ROSTER CHANGES 
MUST BE SUBMITTED 
BY DECEMBER 31 
SEE PAGE 12 

On the cover 
Al and Joyce Fugini 
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NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 

 
2007 OFFICERS 

 
President: Clara Dresbach  724-935-8351 
Vice President: Stephen Illsley 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney 724-625-1442 
Secretary: Loretta Fusco 
 

Directors John Trn  Past President 
Mike Paine  Term 2007 
Antoinette Quinn Term 2008 
Frank Pribanic  Term 2009 
Jennie Barker  Term 2010 

 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Ed Sipp 
Flea Market Chairman: Mike Quinn 
Car Show Chairman: Joe Somerville 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
 The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in 
Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 20th of each 
month to MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club related 
news from the membership is greatly appreciated.  
  
 An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac.  Application for mem-
bership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney, P.O. Box 152, Mars, PA 16046-0152.  Membership dues are 
$20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, 
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.   
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their im-
mediate families.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
      
 
 
 
December 
9 Monthly  meeting at St Alphonsus Cafeteria, Wexford PA 
25 Merry Christmas 

31  Dues and Roster Changes must be turned in by today! 
 
January 
1  New Year’s Day 
13  Monthly meeting at St Alphonsus Cafeteria Wexford, PA 
 
February 
17 After Christmas Party—dues must be paid in order to attend 
24 Flea Market     Krebs Dodge  Gibsonia, PA 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 Minutes of the November 11, 2007 NHHAC Meeting 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Clara Dresbach with 45 members in attendance. The October 
14th minutes stand approved as written in the November newsletter.  Jack Swaney gave the treasurer's report 
stating a balance of $2904.45 in the treasury.  There being no questions for the treasurer, the report then stands 
approved as read. 
 
There were no guests present.  Frank Pribanic reported that his wife Judy was home recuperating after surgery 
and doing well. It was announced that Mike Quinn will be having hip surgery on November 16. 
 
Old Business: 
 
A thank you for attending the Fall Festival Parade from Diana Keffler, Assistant Program Director of  
Allegheny Valley School was read.  Also a thank you from Gail Trn for  sympathy extended in the loss of her 
mother was read.  
 
President Dresbach asked the nominee for Secretary, Loretta Fusco and nominee for Board of Directors, 
Randy Fusco if they accepted to run for those offices and both replied yes.  Clara also asked if there were any 
nominations from the floor for any of the offices as the membership will be voting at the December meeting. 
There were none. 
 
The High Tea luncheon Carol Vivaldi was planning for November 28 is cancelled due to a lack of  
participation. 
 
Stephen Illsley gave a brief recap of the summer luncheon tours, the hot dog run and the fall dinner show. 
There were 32 members who made the trip to Ellwood for hot dogs in 16 cars and Steve said it was fun for 
everyone. 
 
It was again asked that anyone who has photos of our club events and pertinent information regarding the 
club's activities, to please see that it is given to our new club historian, Ed Sipp for documentation.  
 
New Business: 
 
Bill Swaney mentioned the upcoming auction to be held on 11-17-07 at Arnold's Garage starting at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Ron Underwood stated that his 1956 Dodge would be at the World of Wheels Show at the David L. Lawrence 
Convention Center.  The restoration process has been a many, many year project as Ron advised us. 
 
Rick Kelley inquired as to whether we were going to have the Flea Market in January and President Dresbach 
said she would check with the chairman Mike Quinn for details and report to membership at the next meeting. 
 
Steve Illsley announced a luncheon to be held on 11-30-07 at 11:30 a.m. at the Betty Tech School at a cost of 
$6.00 per person.  Steve needs to know two (2) days in advance if you are planning to attend.  Contact him for 
info. There being no other business Steve Illsley moved to adjourn and Richard Frankenstein seconded.  
 
The next meeting will be on December 9, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m.   
Respectfully submitted,Loretta Fusco, Secretary 
 
The meeting adjourned and Pat O'Neill presented a very interesting and informative slide show of the  
September ‘07 Glidden Tour held in Gettysburg, PA. Five of our club members attended the week long tour 
and three of them, Sean O'Neill, Randy Hall and John Guehl received awards 
 



 
 
 

 

 
Thanks for the get well cards, prayers, phone calls, 

visits and wishes after my recent surgery. 
I hope to see you all soon! 

 
Michael J. Quinn 

 

 

 
In Remembrance 

 

The Club would like to extend its deepest  
sympathies to  

 
Ed Sipp on the passing of his brother  

 

At the October Meeting of the NHHAC Austin (Larry) Givens  
was voted in as an honorary member of the Club.   

If you would like to send a card or note please use the following address: 
 

  Austin (Larry) Givens 
  C/O North Hills Health & Rehabilitation Center 

  194 Swinderman Road 
  Wexford, PA 15090 



Member Profile   

By: Joe Acker 

Roger Boff 

 This month we feature member Roger Boff.  Roger and his wife Betty live in Wexford and you may 
remember their generous hospitality in having the fall club picnic at their home several times.  They have a 

nice collection of antique cars which 
include a 1957 Ford Sunliner  
Retractable, a 1965 Pontiac  
Convertible and a 1975 Cadillac  
Eldorado Convertible.                                        
   Roger's interest in cars began 
way before he even had a driver’s 
license. Like most boys, cars and 
trucks fascinated him.  By the time 
he was sixteen, he was driving his 
dad's 1946 Ford and working at  
Brighton Service Station. He pur-
chased his first car, a 1942 Ford, af-
ter graduating from Oliver High. 
   Cars, girls, Betty, the Navy, 
wedding, babies and back home is a 
quick summery of five of the early 

years. Then after several jobs driving trucks and fixing cars for other people, he was offered the opportunity to 
rent his gas station. This was the beginning of his life time career that kept him busy supporting his family, and 
actually ruled his life until they sold the garage in 1992. 
  Roger didn't really get into the antique car hobby on purpose. The truth of the matter is, when he fell in 
love with and acquired his cars, they were not that old. But by the time he got around to fixing them, they were 
antiques! A service station, 24 hour towing service, a wife and six children left very little time. 
   In the early sixties his father in law, William Boyd, a flying instructor at the Butler Airport, had a stu-
dent by the name of Marjorie Phillips, who was the daughter of the family that owned Phillip's Oil and Gas 
Company.  Marjorie drove a beautiful blue 1957 Ford Retractable. Roger was envious the moment he saw it 
and was fascinated with the intricate mechanism that controlled the roof that folded into the trunk. It wasn't for 
sale at the time and he couldn't afford it if it was. 
   Marjorie knew Roger loved that car and some years later was ready for a new car, but she couldn't 
bring herself to sell the 57 Ford that had given her many fond memories. She gave it to Roger for $400.  It was 
a "driver" with 97,000 miles on it, decent looking but in need of some cosmetic repairs. 
   Roger stored the car for a short time in a friend's garage on a farm in Harmony. This was a big mistake! 
The garage had a dirt and gravel floor, and moisture from the ground did a lot of rust damage. Five years later, 
he realized this was happening when he noticed the headlight buckets were falling out.  Needless to say much 
other damage was done, rocker panels, rear quarters, frame to body mounts, gas tank, floor panels, inner  
fenders, trunk floor and roof mounts. So began the long and tedious job of restoration that covered 20 years off 
and on. 
    

 



 Roger has probably owned 35 or more cars in his life. One that he always wished he had kept was a 
1965 Pontiac Convertible, but it rusted away and he actually towed it to the scrap yard. A good friend, John an 
employee from his gas station days, is a car enthusiast and a great mechanic who lives in Sacramento. They 
often lamented about the cars they foolishly didn't keep. John reminded Roger that a lot of those cars were still 
in good shape in California.  Roger and Betty decided to go to the Sacramento Dixieland Jazz Festival in the 
spring of 1992.                                                              
 Roger called John and told him to earnestly look for a 1965 Pontiac Convertible. Three weeks later he 
found one and sent pictures showing a beautiful girl standing in front of this beautiful teal green car.  The car 
was in good running condition and the price was right.  Roger told John to buy the car and sent him the money. 
Unfortunately the girl wasn't part of the deal! 
   At this time, Roger was also working on a 1975 Cadillac Eldorado Convertible.  He found it behind a 
body shop. A large crane had rolled into the rear end, over the bumper, and wrinkled the ends of the fenders 
like an accordion.  Nothing else was damaged, so for $600 another project was purchased.  Trying all of the 
junkyards for decent parts in this area was fruitless.  Roger called John again, and within a week he found a 
complete rear clip, rust free, no body repairs for $500.   
   Shipping it to Pittsburgh was out of the question as the cost was astronomical. Since Roger and Betty 
were going to drive the Pontiac Convertible they had just bought in California back to Pittsburgh, he asked 
John if he thought they could tow the clip? Again John was able to accommodate Roger and placed a hitch on 
the new Pontiac to tow a trailer. 
   After enjoying a great Jazz Festival and touring California with John, they started their journey across 
the United States from coast to coast. Being recently retired, they had no time pressure. They zigzagged their 
way back, map in hand, in order to visit friends and see anything of interest on the way. Their goal was to have 
fun and keep the top down the whole trip! 
   They stayed in Reno the first night, and going over the Donner Pass, Roger feared they would not make 
it to the top. At 20 miles per hour, the engine was really laboring. Roger was afraid someone would run into 
the back of them.   
   Later in talking with John, he told Roger he should have removed a vacuum hose from the bottom of 
the carburetor allowing the engine to suck more air, hence more oxygen. You couldn't do that on today's cars 
as the computer would probably shut the car down anyway. 
   Salt Lake City was next. The desert was much different than they had pictured.  It was beautiful and 
even though the temperature was 110, with the top down and no air conditioning, they didn't wilt. Big hats and 
dark glasses, and sun block saved them. From Salt Lake City, they took routes 89 and 6 to 70. Route 6 didn't 
look like much of a road from the map, but actually the road was good and the scenery was beyond  
description. Even the many pictures they took could not capture the splendor in the mountains of Colorado.   
   Two warm and beautiful days were spent touring the Vail area. Then getting an early start the next 
morning with the temperature at 37 degrees and the top still down, they layered their clothes, wrapped towels 
around their necks and put socks on their hands for gloves. And you guessed it, the heater didn't work! Guess 
John forgot to check it. 

      

1957 Ford Retractable 



 They continued east on route 70 through Kansas where they spent a fun night with friends. On the way 
to St. Louis it rained and for a while, unfortunately the top went up. The traffic was so heavy at 4 o'clock when 
they arrived in St. Louis, they parked the car in Busch Field parking lot and went into the hotel across the 
street for dinner. The restaurant on the top floor revolved, giving Roger and Betty an excellent view of the city, 
the Mississippi River, the Golden Arch and the park. The waiter informed them that the restaurant didn't open 
until five, but they were welcome to sit there and wait. They had the whole dinning room to themselves and 
the waiter served them drinks, told them stories and pointed out various interesting buildings. It just so  
happened that on this July 3 rd, they were rehearing an air show in the park for the next days festivities. They 
felt the air show was performing for them. That night they drove a short distance and retired early. 
   The next morning they found out how blessed they were for spending those extra hours in St. Louis. A 
gasoline tanker was involved in a crash on the highway they would have traveled. There were fatalities and the 
highway was closed for 5 hours. It was good to see Pennsylvania again but they didn't stay home long for there 
was another convention to attend, this time on the east coast. 
   It was after this trip some 15 years ago when Roger was talking to the late Bill Glesner Sr. about his 
newly acquired player piano. That subject somehow changed to antique cars. It was then that Roger became 
acquainted with the NHHAC.  And in Roger's own words, "What a lucky break for me, thanks folks!" 

Avoid the rush—Sign Up NOW! 

 
Annual Flea Market 

Sunday, February 24, 2007 
Krebs Dodge Gibsonia 

 
Call Chairperson Michael Quinn 

412-487-1888 

Mark your calendar! 
Winter Get-A-Way 
Blackwater Falls 
March 7-9, 2008 

More details in the January newsletter 



 

 Where Did the Touring Season Go? 
 
 Well, the season has come to an end and as always we ask, “Where did the time go?” 
 This past season there were over 20 events planned for the membership by many different people. So 
on behalf of the club I’d like to say thanks for giving your time and effort into making these trips possible.  
Already, plans are being made for the 2008 season.  
 I only remember getting rained on once and that was on the summer tour. When I learned of the  
summer tour going to Greensburg, I thought, “Why would I want to go to Greensburg?” because it was so 
close. It was one of the nicest summer tours. We did a lot of driving, saw some great attractions, most people 
had a great time at Swaney’s and we also saw some really nice cars. Thanks Frank and your helpers for a good 
week. 
 On the Cambridge Springs tour we saw beautiful leaves, lots of sunshine, good roads, good food and 
great company. The trip to West Newton  was more of the same. Good food, good roads and met some really 
nice people with a very nice collection of stuff to see. Many people helped plan our lunch tours this past sea-
son so we got to go to many different places. Thanks to all who helped plan these tours. 

 We even had a hot dog tour, any 
excuse to drive our cars. I didn’t think 
many people would show up (Steelers 
on TV) but we 16 cars with 32 people. 
This was one of those trips I planned 
while sitting at a  
meeting. 
  
 Have a good winter and  we’ll 
start touring in April! 
 
 Steve Illsley 
 

 
 

Bill Swaney  
and his  

1951 Henry J 
 

See you in the spring! 



  
 
 
 

 

 

Dim your lights behind a carDim your lights behind a carDim your lights behind a carDim your lights behind a car    

     

 
Why Does Steve Use Walkie Talkies? 

 
 Some members have stated to me that they don’t like th use of walkie 
 talkies as they always had written instructions and besides, that don’t 
 reach out far enough. Well a good seven mile range walkie talkie means 
 it’s good for one mile which is all we need. 
 
 My reasons for their use: 

 1) Your tour master is informed immediately of a problem 
 2) He/she is informed of all being through traffic lights, stop signs, etc. 
 3) Point out things to see and points of interest 
 4) Gives he/she peace of mind that everything is O.K. and all are with us 
 
 I don’t understand why a person can buy a $100 part for a car or truck that they don’t 
need, but can’t buy a $50-60 item that helps make the drive more enjoyable. 
 
 Steve Illsley 

Cruisin’ with Jan and Bonnie Smith and the Kruizin’ Knights 
September 30, 2007     Destination: Packard Museum in Warren, Ohio 

 
 

 

All dressed up and someplace(s) to go! 

Nice museum detailing the early history of the Packard Mo-
tor Company which had its start in Warren Ohio 

The weather was perfect, the buffet unbelievable, the 
museum delightful, car cruise enjoyable and no one 
broke down or got lost! A good time was had by all! 



 
 
 

  

YOU MUST READ THIS  

AND FOLLOW  

 DIRECTIONS COMPLETELY 
 
 

DUES 

Send a $20.00  check made payable to NHHAC to: 
 

JACK SWANEY  
                            PO Box 152  
                         Mars, PA 16046 

 
    Please note that dues must be paid by December 31, 2007 

 
ROSTER CHANGES 

 
Added a vehicle to your stable, moved,  

changed phone numbers or email address? 
 

Send roster changes to: 
 

PAT O’NEILL 
4077 Branding Place 

Allison Park, PA 15101-2963 
412-487-8512 
pjojlo@msn.com 

 
Are you with me so far?   Let’s review………... 

 
DUES are sent to JACK SWANEY 

 

ROSTER CHANGES  are sent to PAT O’NEILL 

 
DEADLINE is DECEMBER 31, 2007 



Let folks seeLet folks seeLet folks seeLet folks see    

New Contest! 
Find the Editor’s Error 

 
You’ve been quiet and  polite, not saying a thing, or 

maybe you just haven’t  
noticed, but this newsletter editor makes a habit of 
unintentionally screwing up this monthly publication. 
From now on let me know and the first person each 

month will win a valuable prize from the vault. 
 

Last month’s winners  
(and they didn’t even know it was a contest!) 

 
Marge DePaolis—wrong date listed for the meeting 

Clara Dresbach—November newsletter was titled October 
 

Keep your eyes open and send those mistakes to: 
Mary Jo Phillips 
724-898-9661 

nnhacnews@yahoo.com 

  
What is it? 

 
Tire and Wheel  

do not count  
as a correct answer. 

Tell us the 
  

Year and Make  
 

of this item to win! 
 

Send your answer 
to the number or 

email listed above. 



 

Mike Paine can’t decide if it was a button 
or bow he needed…... 

Herm Bickl works for tips shining cars  
at Cambridge Springs. 

Where did  
they go?  

 
Frank and Steve 
make sure the 

gang is all 
here…….. 

 

Outdoor sculptures at  
Seton Hill College.  What are they?  Jim and Ann Cutuli ready for another great day of touring 

More tour  
photos for 

your  
enjoyment! 

 
 



How bright you are!How bright you are!How bright you are!How bright you are!    

 

For Sale! 24 foot enclosed trailer with sleeping area, excellent condition $6,000 
Call Steve Illsley 724-443-7058 
 

For Sale!  1974  Gran Torino Elite  Two door 351 Windsor engine 38K miles 
Original ginger glow paint and spoke wheel covers   $6,000   Jim 724-266-3337 
 

For Sale!  1975 Cadillac  Four door hardtop 39K miles Good condition           Bob 
Moore 412-487-4557 
 

Wanted to Buy! Bucket seats for 1965 Chevelle     Rich  412-486-0343 
 
For Sale! Make Offer! 

4—9R22.5 New Caps 
3—9R22.5 Goodyear G159 good steer 
9R22.5 Goodyear G159 Low Tread good casing 
8.25 X 20 Yokohama good casing 
8.25R20 Goodyear  G 159 good steer 
11 Truck tires 
Call Herchal Rapp 412-322-8330 
 
 
 



December  2007 
Visit us at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac 

 

North Hills Historic Auto Club 

 
 
North Hills Historic Auto Club 
C/O Pat O’Neill 
4077 Branding Place 
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963 

 

 

 


