
 

To NHHAC Members: 
 
 
Where has the time gone? It seems like only last month I became president of this 
fine organization. My term is over at the end of December 2006. I want to thank 
everyone for their support these two years. Any organization to be successful 
needs the combined efforts of all its members.  
 
In December we will be voting on a group of candidates, put together by the 
nominating committee, to run our club in 2007. You all can help by casting your vote. 
 
Thank you, 
John Trn 

 
 
 
 

. 

NEXT MEETING  

Sunday 
December 10   

       7:00 p.m. 
 

ST ALPHONSUS 
SCHOOL 

CAFETERIA 
 

Flea Market 

February 25, 2007 
 

Krebs Dodge 
Route 8 

Gibsonia, PA 
 

Please bring your dolly! 

2007 dues of $20.00  
due December 3, 2006 

 
Please send dues and  

roster changes to  
Pat O’Neill 

4077 Branding Place 
Allison Park, PA 15101 

pjojlo@msn.com 
 

Roster changes must be  
submitted by January 6, 2007 
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NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 

 
2006 OFFICERS 

 
President: John Trn 724-843-1114 
Vice President: Clara Dresbach 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney 724-625-1442 
Secretary: Jennie Barker 
 

Directors Mike Quinn  Past President 
Carol Vivaldi  Term 2006 
Mike Paine  Term 2007 
Antoinette Quinn Term 2008 
Frank Pribanic  Term 2009 

 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Tom Lofink 
Flea Market Chairman: Mike Quinn 
Car Show Chairman: Rick Kelley 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
 The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second 
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in 
Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 18th of each month to 
MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club related news from 
the membership is greatly appreciated.  
  
 An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac.  Application for mem-
bership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney, P.O. Box 152, Mars, PA 16046-0152.  Membership dues are 
$20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, 
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.   
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their im-
mediate families.  

Mark Your Calendar! 

 

December  2006 

10 10 10 10  Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School Cafeteria, Wexford, PA 
25   Merry Christmas! 

 

January  2007 

1   Happy New Year! 
14141414  Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School Cafeteria, Wexford, PA 

 

February  2007 

2 Groundhog Day 

11111111  Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School Cafeteria, Wexford, PA 
14141414 Happy Valentine’s Day 

17171717  Annual After Christmas Party at Hampton Banquet Hall 
25252525 Flea Market  Krebs Dodge 

 
March  2007 

11 Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School  Cafeteria, Wexford, PA 
17 Happy St. Patrick’s Day 



NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF November 12, 2006 
 
President Trn called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance, with 53 members in attendance.  Ron Underwood 
moved to accept the corrected minutes of the October 8, 2006 meeting, and Joe Somerville seconded.  Treasurer Jack Swaney re-
ported that the Club’s balance as of November 12, 2006 was $2,599.72.  Rich Frankenstein moved to accept the Treasurer’s report 
and Steve Illsley seconded. 
 
There were no guests or prospective members.  Frank Pribanic reported that no guests were hospitalized.  Sympathy was expressed 
for Steve Illsley on the passing of his brother. 
 
Old Business:   President Trn reported that Bob Cirilli will head the three-member panel of judges for the December election.  The 
other two judges are Joe Somerville and Gail Trn.  Randy Fusco reported that the Nominating Committee had put the ballot to-
gether.  Cindy Cook read the names and asked each nominee if he or she would be willing to serve.  The nominees are:  President - 
Clara Dresbach; Vice President – Ken Barker, Randy Fusco, Steve Illsley; Secretary - Loretta Fusco; Treasurer - Jack Swaney; 
Board Member - Jennie Barker, Bud Glendening.  All were present and accepted their nominations, except Bud Glendening, who 
was not present but had already accepted.  An absentee ballot will appear in the December newsletter.  Steve Illsley reported that 
participants in the fall foliage tour experienced rain, sleet, cold weather, nice cars, good food, and great companionship.  He 
thanked the participants and also thanked those who participated in the lunch tours.  Rick Kelley reported that we have three op-
tions for where to hold the 2007 Car Show:  Pine Township, Northway Christian Community Church, and Mars Middle School.  
He met with three Pine Twp. supervisors in October, who seemed to be in favor; however, he is still waiting to get an answer from 
them after their December meeting.  They had questions about how many cars and people to expect (1996-2001 average: 129 cars 
and 714 walk-ins); the hours of the show; 
 
and what size sign we would erect at the intersection of Pearce Mill & Rte. 910 (4’ x 8’ for a township sign fee of $25).  Rick 
told them that we need to retain all profits from the concession stand, which was not the case when we held it there in the past.  We 
gave the church a $250 donation for the 2006 car show.  Jack Swaney and Mary Jo Phillips reported that Mars Middle School 
charges an hourly fee for their custodian to be there.  There is plenty of room for cars and people, it is easy to control access to the 
area, and we would be allowed to keep all concession monies.  They will give us more details at the next meeting.  Ken Barker 
reported that the October 28 Monte Carlo/Costume Party was a big success, with lots of great costumes, food and fun.  Lou Gam-
ber won the door prize for being the biggest winner. 
 
New Business:  Sean O’Neill reminded members that roster changes must be received by January 6.  Sean has acquired a 1912 
Buick as a project car, and the 1930 Buick is now available for sale.  Cindy Cook led the members in thanking Sean for his excel-
lent work on the club’s website.  Jackie Sheerer is planning another winter get-away to Blackwater Falls State Park in West Vir-
ginia.  The dates are March 23-25, 2007.  Twenty rooms are reserved at a cost of $65.70 + tax per night.  Reservations must be 
made by March 1.  Michael Quinn will again chair the 2007 Flea Market to be held the second Sunday in February.  Phil Deakin is 
working on the advertising for the flea market.  Steve Illsley thanked everyone who attended the lunch tours.  He said the partici-
pants went to nice places, on nice roads, and had only one breakdown.  The tours will resume next summer.  Mary Jo Phillips is 
the new NHHAC Newsletter Editor.  Everyone wished her well and gave a round of applause to Cathy Paine for her four years of 
excellent service.  Jennie Barker led the group in a round of applause to Jan & Bonnie Smith for the oldies dance they hosted Nov. 
11 at the South Butler Fire Hall.  John Kaiser continues to work on finding an answer to why tires are of such low quality.  In 
January, a Frick Art & History Center exhibit will feature the first woman who drove cross country.  Bill Sheerer reported that 
thirteen antique motorcycles from 1923 to 1950 will be on display at the Frick until Mid-March.  Randy Hall gave September 9-14 
as the dates for the 2007 Glidden Tour in Gettysburg.  Frank Pribanic stated that this marks his 36th year as a club member.  He is 
working on a tour in July to the Mountain 
                                                                                                       
View Inn in Greensburg, and will provide more information on a picnic scheduled for next summer that will be open to multiple 
clubs.  Roger Boff shared that he found a good source for trailer hitches: the U-Haul dealer on McKnight Road. 
 
Our next meeting will be held December 10, 2006 at St. Alphonsus Church.  Jack Swaney moved to adjourn the meeting. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

     Jennie H. Barker, Secretary 



 
To Everyone: 
I’d like to thank everyone so much for all the cards, thoughts, phone calls and prayers you all sent to myself and 
Mark’s family. They were all so greatly appreciated. 
 
A week before Mark passed we were talking and he mentioned that he didn’t say goodbye to a lot of friends he’d 
made here. I told him that I’d write an article for our newsletter saying goodbye on his behalf if he’d like me to, and he 
said that he’d really like that.  
 
So, from Mark to all. So Long! and thanks for the great friendship.   
 
Steve Illsley                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Member ProfileMember ProfileMember ProfileMember Profile    

By: Joe Acker 

 This month we feature member Bill Swaney. Bill and his wife Mary Lou live in Mars and have a most unique collection 
of antique cars and trucks. Currently Bill has the following vehicles: 1929 Model A Ford Roadster Pickup Truck, 1932 Roadster 
Channeled Hot Rod, 1940 Ford Opera Coupe, 1951 Henry J 2-Door, 1953 Packard 4-door, 1964 Amphicar, 1965 Marlin 2-door 
sedan, 1976 and 1977 AMC Pacer Coupes, 1979 Lincoln Town Car and a 1979 Cadillac Sedan. 
 It is always an interesting question as to how one got into the old car hobby. I have asked this question many times to 
people not in our club, or for this column and they will say, “Gee, I don’t know, I guess I just like old cars.” Bill said that when he 
was 15 years old (in 1951) he bought a 1936 Chevrolet. It was already an old car then and he fixed it up. He even took his driver’s 
license test in it. He kept repairing that car for a long time and next bought a 1940 Ford Sedan. He began to repair and fix up this 
car, and as did most young hot rodders, proceeded to de-chrome the car. Thus Bill began his life long interest in old cars. (or in the 
case of some of us, an addiction to old cars) 
 His parents wanted him to go on to college and become a mechanical or electrical engineer. Bill was more interested in 
playing with cars and instead got a job at a Mobil station in West View. Behind the station was an auto repair shop. Bill got a job 
there where they taught him how to clean up and put away tools, along with learning a few little things about what backyard me-
chanics do. He not only worked on his cars but now was able to work on other people’s cars. Although he worked on all parts of 
the car for many years, his main interest was in repairing automatic transmissions. 
 
 Bill found out about the NHHAC through his son Jack who was a mem-
ber. At that time, Bill was heavily involved with the Mars Fire Department and 
Mars Boro. Bill especially recalls one annual Fire Department 4th of July Parade 
in Mars. That year he brought a remote controlled pedal car and ran it in the pa-
rade with a curly haired doll at the wheel. Bill had the doll’s legs attached to the 
pedals and the arms attached to the steering wheel, and the head would turn back 
and forth. It looked like a child driving. Bill would make the car approach the 
crowds of people and go back and forth backwards. At one point in front of a 
little girl, the head was going around and the doll hair caught on something and 
screwed the head off. It fell on the street right in front of this little girl. Bill won-
dered if that little girl ever got over that, as she was probably warped for life after 
seeing the head fall off. 
 
  



Every year Bill would have some comical car in the parade, like the year he drove 
half of an Oldsmobile Toronado he labeled “An Economy Car”. Another year he 
mounted a Cadillac Eldorado, one on top of the other with the lettering “The salesman 
offered a parts car with the sale” 
Another time Bill drove a 34 Ford 
truck where he and some friends 
dressed like the famous comics 
Laurel and Hardy and the Keystone 
Cops. Bill derived many years of 
fun doing these parade gigs. 
 As mentioned above, Bill 
knew about the club through his 

son Jack and found out that the pop concession at the annual show was a problem. 
Seems that keeping pop cold required getting ice, cooling cans in ice water, which 
meant handing a patron a wet can of pop. Bill decided to take on this project and 
towed a walk-in cooler mounted on a 1950 GMC chassis to the show. Bill placed the pop in the freezer 2 weeks prior to the show so 
that it was almost frozen. When a customer asked for a Pepsi, Bill, who was sitting outside the freezer, would shout “Pepsi, please!” 
Jack, who was inside the freezer, would send it out through a dispenser hole. This was a very novel approach and the crowd loved it. 
Of course they didn’t know Jack was inside the cooler almost freezing to death, and it was he who dispensed the cans at Bill’s com-
mand. The first time Bill brought this novel rig to our show, he felt he had thought of everything, but realized he had forgotten to 
bring money to make change. He was told to see the then treasurer Joe Acker (who he didn’t know from Adam) for change and said 
he had to practically post bond that would not take off with the money. Joe gave Bill $100 change and he and Jack had a ball. After 
that humorous experience, Bill and Mary Lou joined the club and have been most active members since. 
 When Bill was in school, he considered himself the oddball. He played with airplanes and wasn’t a baseball fan. He did a 
lot of his own things and that is why he has different kinds of cars today. Bill says anybody can own a Ford or Chevy, but it takes 
someone a little different to own something no one has ever heard of or can remember. One of the cars he owns now is a 1951  
Henry J. Bill had one when he was 19 years old and this brings him back to his youth. I think we all tend to want a car we grew up 
with or can relate to, or one we wish we could have bought back then. How many of you remember the Henry J? 
 Bill always liked the AMC Marlin but could never afford one. That was one of his favorite looking cars and it was different. 
He picked one up in 1983, had it painted and put air conditioning in it. It is still a fine automobile today. 
 Pacers were a little different too. Bill feels they were like a greenhouse on wheels and thinks they were really neat. Bill 
picked up one in a junk yard that had been in a flood. He was going to make an electric car out of it but Jack found out the motor was 
in excellent condition, got it running and they eventually sold it. They do, however, have 4 Pacers in their collection of cars today, a 
1980 Wagon, 1976 and 1977 sedans (one has 17,000 miles and the other has 20,000 miles on it) and a 1979 V8. 

As Bill puts it, “Still reliving his childhood” 
 Between 1950 and 1956 when Bill got drafted for 2 years, the big trend 
was, if you had a Ford or Chevy, you souped it up. You built up the motor, put on 
3 carburetors, a cam, bored it and did whatever you could. Bill found out that if 
you put a stock Oldsmobile engine made in 1949/1950 into a Ford, you had a 
really good flathead engine to keep up with it. So Bill put a lot of Olds motors in a 
lot of cars and had a lot of fun doing 
it. 
 Pictured here in 1953 is Bill 
in his roadster under construction. The 
other picture is the finished car on a 
1932 frame with and Olds motor, 2 
four-barrels and  hydromatic transmis-
sion. It ran very well until he got 
drafted. He took it to Georgia and 

while in the Army, sold it. 
Bill says “Living his childhood again” and last 
summer he was able to buy an antique hot rod. Bill 
is now in the process of resurrecting this car after being in storage 50 years. Actually it is a 
1932 channeled hot rod roadster with a 1948 V8 motor in it. The newest part in it would be 
from 1951 when it was built, so it is a 55 year old car. 
 
 



In 1965 Bill got interested in racing stock cars. They built up a 1957 Oldsmobile bored out to 
406 cubic inches with hydromatic transmission. He ran it at Butler and Kittanning and did real 
well. He also did a 1965 Oldsmobile 442 which they ran at Canfield and, would you believe, 
won the season championship! 
 A year ago Bill bought a 1929 Model A Ford Roadster Pickup truck that Joe Acker 
tried to buy about 30 years ago for $700. During negotiation the owner painted the truck a hor-
rible yellow color and raised the price by several hundred dollars. Joe backed out of the deal 
but knew the truck was priced in line with antique car sales at the time. He told good friend 
John Kaiser about the truck and he bought it. John agreed the paint was bad so he repainted the truck maroon and got it running 
better. He later sold it to a man who has since passed away. Bill bought it after it had been in storage for about 15 years. 
 Bill planned to take the Roadster Pickup to their Indian Lake cottage. He figured that while other people were enjoying 
the atmosphere there he could enjoy dismantling the truck and then bring it back to Mars for paint work. In the meantime, Jack 
found a 1964 Amphicar which was made in Germany. This is an amphibious car that can be driven on land or water. Bill describes 
this vehicle as a terrible boat that only goes about 10 miles an hour and a terrible car that is all over the road. Even in good shape it 
does not go very fast, but combining these two things together, it is a lot of fun. Now the car resides where the Model A was going 
to go. The fate of the Model A Roadster Pickup is unknown at this time. 

About a year ago they purchased another unique car, a 1953 Packard 4-door 
sedan. This is a very special car and the only one in the world. Its nickname 
is “A Park Car” It was built by an inventor and looks like a normal car with 
a continental wheel kit on the back bumper. In the early fifties they were 
trying to find some easy way of parallel parking for people. When you park 
this car you angle in, twist a lever on the dash and the spare wheel in the 
continental kit hydraulically lowers to the road, raising the rear of the car 
up. Then you put the car in gear and the lowered wheel swivels the rear of 
the car next to the curb. Bill demonstrated this car to the Packard Club and 
showed them how to parallel park as well as make the car go around in a 
complete circle. 
 In 1963 Bill’s old maid aunt sold him her 1940 Opera Coupe for 
$250. The car had just 31,000 miles on it. As you might expect, Bill was 

going to put an Oldsmobile motor in it. Bill was too busy with other projects at the time, so he had it repainted and left the V8 flat-
head engine in and kept it stock. The paint eventually started to stress crack. They have dismantled the car, stripped off the paint 
and have parts in 4 different garages. It is about 70% ready to put together. The frame is finished and the body and fenders are 
ready for the painter. The car was rust free and should 
make a beautiful restoration. 
 Bill’s aunt kept records on this car since she 
bought it in 1940 and gave Bill the book showing 
every transaction since she bought the car. It was hu-
morous to note that the records indicated that every 
time she would buy 5 gallons of gas the station atten-
dant would put in a quart of oil. (Remember in those 
days gas stations offered full service and the self-serve 
pump was probably not thought of yet.) Eventually the 
station went out of business and she started buying gas 
elsewhere. Now the records showed 5 gallons of gas 
over and over again, but no oil. Bill guesses the gas 
that the new garage sold her didn’t make the car use oil. You figure it out! 
 When asked what part of the car hobby he likes best, Bill says he enjoys the restoration process. His son Jack keeps find-
ing these great cars on the internet so Bill’s second favorite part of the hobby is providing shelter for these cars. He and Jack have 
acquired another building in Mars and are in the process of renovating it so they can house more cars. I have seen the building and 
it is very impressive as it is being insulated and paneled. I think we can look forward to seeing the finished product some day as 
well as the fine collection of somewhat different cars. 

 In closing, we include a photo of Bill’s first motorized vehicle. His dad built 
him what looks like a go cart, when he was 12 years old. It had a one horsepower May-
tag motor in it. Bill learned to make money with this jalopy by hauling kids in the 
trailer. He charged them one penny per ride around a big circle in a ball field. Some 
kids wanted to drive it themselves and Bill would let them for two cents. Bill says this 
is how he made his first million. Well, maybe not quite! 
 



Enclosed with this month’s newsletter you will find an Absentee Ballot for the election of the 2007 Officers and one open position on the Board of Direc-

tors. If you are unable to attend the December 10, 2006 meeting you can cast your vote by mail. Every adult member is entitled to one vote. You may 

make copies as needed in order for spouses to cast individual ballots. You are asked to sign the ballot as only active members are entitled to vote and 

your vote will be kept confidential. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact a representative on the Nominating Committee. 

Randy Fusco (724) 656-1353; Jan Smith (724) 282-3320; Ed Sipp (724) 452-1093; Bud Glendening (724) 297-5834; Cindy Cook (412) 486-4538 
 
Mail Absentee Ballots to:                2007 NHHAC Election  c/o  Bob Cirilli   3915 Dickey Road     Gibsonia, PA  15044-9709 

Election of Officers for 2007 - Nominees 

President 
Clara Dresbach, Sewickley PA 

Retired; Former Sales-Employee Benefits 
Passion: Grandchildren, Singing-Church Choir, Auto touring and planning; reading and garden-
ing. 
NHHAC Interests/Involvements:  Current 2006 Vice President; Car Show; assisted in planning 
and conducting tours and participation in most Club activities that do not conflict in scheduling. 

Statement of Purpose or Intent:  To work to promote Club’s stated mission as well as continue to increase mem-
bership and encourage touring on daily tours, weekends, and week long trips. 
 

Vice President 
Kenneth Barker, Hampton Twp PA 
Sr. VP & Director, Mellon Equity Associates; Administrative Chair & Board Member 
Institute for Quantitative Research in Finance 
Passion:  Cruising and casino stuff. 
NHHAC Interests/Involvements:  Car show judge (2005 & 2006); arranged for club banner; Flea 

Market worker (2004 & 2005); Co-host annual Halloween Costume Party/Monte Carlo Night; Poker tour judge with 
NCRS; attended Memorial Day & July 4th parades (2005 & 2006) with other club members; numerous club tours 
and activities. 
Statement of Purpose or Intent:  I believe we need to make every effort to recruit younger members and increase 
our visibility within the community. 

 
Randy Fusco, New Castle PA 
Retired founder & CEO - PRO-MAC Machine Corp.  Presently playing with cars. 
Passion:  Restoration, maintenance, driving antique cars.   
NHHAC Interests/Involvements:  Touring - Swapmeet - Kids rides at annual car show. 
.Statement of Purpose or Intent:  My aim is to try to develop, in the membership, a greater interest 

in the preservation of antique automobiles and their history.  Also, to make a greater effort to attract young people 
into the antique automobile hobby.  Member 3 ½  years. 

 
Stephen Illsley, Gibsonia PA 

Small Business Owner 
Passion:  Cars, grandkids and wife.   
NHHAC Interests/Involvements:  Past President, Vice-President and Board Member; Tour & 
activity  organizer;  membership insurance compliance; for 10 years – After Christmas Party gift pur-
chasing and Show Concession soda purchasing. 

Statement of Purpose or Intent:  Accepted nomination by current officer. 



Election of Officers for 2007 - Nominees 

Secretary 
Loretta Fusco, New Castle PA 
Retired Supervisor; busy retiree; (doting grandma) 
Passion:  Family, antique cars (more cars) . . and travel. 
NHHAC Interests/Involvements:  Annual Car Show Registration; assisting with Swap Meet/Flea 
Market; attending meetings and participating in the various club tours and activities. Member 3 ½ 
years. 
Statement of Purpose or Intent:  I want to promote our club to the public and recruit enthusiastic 

car buffs to join our group to actively participate in and to attend the various club functions.  Develop lasting 
friendships and to instill the preservation, appreciation and love of the antique automobile to our membership 
and the general public. 
 

Treasurer 
Jack Swaney, Mars PA 
Small Business Owner 
Passion: Car Addict 
NHHAC Involvements:  Treasurer since 1998 

 
 

Member, Board of Directors 
 
Jennie Barker, Hampton Twp PA 
Retired CPA 
Passion:  Cruising; helping my husband scour flea markets and garage sales for car and 
     casino collectibles. 
NHHAC Interests/Involvements:  2005-2006 Club Secretary; 2003-2004 Board Member; 2006 
Car Show Acting Chairman; 2005-2006 Car Show Judge; Co-host annual Halloween Costume 

Party/Monte Carlo Night; frequent newsletter contributor of club event photos. 
Statement of Purpose or Intent:  The bylaws are meant to ensure fairness and consistency, and should be fol-
lowed.  However, I want to move the emphasis back toward planning activities, sharing information, and enjoy-

ing each other’s company.  If the meetings are enjoyable, more people will attend. 
 

Charles “Bud” Glendening, in transit to Butler PA 
Retired Farmer 
Passion:  Old Car Touring. 
NHHAC Interests/Involvements:  Club show registration; assisted planning and leading three 
tours.   Member since 2005. 
Statement of Purpose or Intent:  Work to continue the Club’s strong interest in touring and to de-

velop ways to increase active membership and participation in club activities. 
 



Hershey Winner 
by Joe Acker 

 

In the June 2004 issue of the club newsletter, I did an article about a 1927 

Chandler that club member Larry DePaolis was in the process of restoring. I venture 
to say that many of you have never heard of a Chandler automobile, let alone seen 

one. Larry has now finished this 4-door sedan and the end result is spectacular. 
Larry found this car 17 years ago in Conway, PA. It was owned by a 90 year old 

man who bought it years ago as a repossessed car for $2. In its day this was a very 
expensive car, selling for $2200. In that same year a Ford sold for about $300. This 

was a luxury car by comparison. Most Chandlers were six cylinder powered and 
Larry’s is an eight, which at the time cost $800 more. Through extensive research and 

from records at the Chandler club, Larry learned that his car is the only eight cylinder 
restored car in existence. 

 Because the car was in rather poor condition, Larry avoided the restora-

tion for many years. Parts were hard to find and information on the car was virtually 
impossible to attain. Larry was also restoring his 1934 DeSoto Airflow Coupe and fi-

nally started the Chandler project in 2002. This was a body off job and required eve-
rything from the engine overhaul to new wood in the skeleton. Of course the usual 

things like new paint, upholstery, tires and brakes were part of the project. Keep in 
mind that finding parts for a Chandler is a much greater challenge than restoring a 

Ford or Chevy, and for that matter even tougher than a Chrysler which is Larry’s fa-
vorite car.  

If you read Larry’s member profile in the August 2003 issue, you will recall that 
he has a 1931 Model A Ford and a 1933 Cadillac convertible, but the rest of his collec-

tion is made up of 15 Chrysler product cars. To take on this Chandler was, to say the 
least, a really tough change from those cars he is more familiar with. 

 I saw the car in process several times and marveled at the expertise at 
which Larry possesses in his work on this and other car restoration projects. At this 

year’s mighty Hershey show held in October, Larry’s Chandler was awarded a Second 

Junior prize. For those of you who have attended Hershey, judged there, or entered a 
car for judging, you know well that winning an award in your class is as tough as it 

gets. 
I know I speak for all the members of the club in saying  

“Congratulations Larry” on 
your well deserved award. For those 

of you who have not seen the car, 
you have a real treat in store when 

you see this beautiful car painted a 
brilliant two-tone maroon with black 

fenders. In 1927, two-tone was a $35 
option and normally the car came 

with painted spoke wheels. Larry’s car 
had natural wood spokes which were 

also a $35 option. I guess you can de-

scribe Larry’s Chandler in one word, 
“Stunning!” 

 



Winter Get-A-Way 
 
 

 
 

March 23-25, 2007 

Davis, WV 
304-259-5216 

                               Cost is $ 65.70 + tax per night 
 

Accommodations: 

5 King rooms 

15 Non-smoking rooms 
Smoking rooms are available 

 
Reservations must be made by March 1, 2007 

 
http://www.blackwaterfalls.com/ 

New Members 
 
Craig and Susan Piper 
110 Sentimental Journey Drive 

Blairsville, PA 15717-8927 

  

412-459-9610 

  

1932 Studebaker Commander St. Regis Broughman 

1936 Studebaker Dictator Coupe 

1957 Studebaker Golden Hawk 2dr. Hardtop 

1961 Studebaker Transtar Truck 

1963 Studebaker Lark Daytona 2dr. Hardtop 

1963 Studebaker Avanti Coupe 

1980 Avanti II Coupe 

NHHAC classifieds 

 
Building For Rent 
Use for auto storage or small workshop with office and bathroom. Next to Gas Co. at Routes 8 and 910 Gibsonia   
724-443-1949 
 
For Sale 

1930 Buick Model 47 4dr. Sedan, excellent driver, good looking, newer tires, spare parts. Pat O'Neill, 412-487-8512. 

  

Ford Model A Parts - Two Model A engines, one running, one apart but very good. One Model A differential complete. 

Model A Transmissions. Model A wheels, 19" and 21". Many more parts, selling as a lot or by the piece.  

Pat O'Neill, 412-487-8512. 





December 2006 
Visit us at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac 

 

North Hills Historic Auto Club 

 
 
North Hills Historic Auto Club 
C/O Pat O’Neill 
4077 Branding Place 
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963 

 

 

 


