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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
(THIS & THAT)

Don’t forget. This month’s meeting will be on the third Sunday of the
month, April 19th. May’s meeting will also be on the third Sunday, May
17th. These changes are due to Easter and Mother’s day.
The magnetic name tags ordered at the March meeting will be available at
the April meeting. The cost is $6 each plus tax ($6.42). This will be my final run
to Awards & More for name tags. For those of you who wish to have a magnetic
name tag I will be happy to order them for you but you are on your own to pick
them up and pay for them. The tags are made by Awards & More 5418 Rt. 8,
Gibsonia, Pa. They are located above the Hampton Banquet Hall where we have
our After-Christmas party
Speaking of name tags, remember that there is a hefty 25 cent fine for not
wearing your name tag at the meeting. Please use the honor system and deposit
your quarter in the container provided. No charge for the available paper name
tags.
Don’t forget to sell your ads for the Car Show Program! This is the biggest
money maker the club has! Full page ads are $100 – half page ads are $60 –
quarter page ads are $40 – eighth page ads are $25. Add $25 to the cost of the ad
for trophy sponsors. You can also purchase a patron ad for $5 which can include
your name and a brief message. The deadline for ads is May 15th. For further
information you can contact Show Program Chairman Joe DiSalvo.
Spring has sprung! Got the old car ready for summer fun? It’s almost time
for car shows, cruises, touring, and assorted antique car activities. Don’t be late get
‘er ready now. Only 1632 hours until our NHHAC car show.

Bob Stauffer
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NEXT MEETING

Mike and Cathy Paine
Bill and June Glesner
at the Blackwater Falls
weekend retreat

Sunday
April 19th
7:00 pm
St. Alphonsus
Cafeteria

NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB
2008 OFFICERS
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Bob Stauffer
Jan Smith
Jack Swaney
Antoinette Quinn

Directors

Clara Dresbach
Jennie Barker
Carol Vivaldi

724-625-1442

Past President
Term 2010
Term 2012

Frank Pribanic
Randy Fusco

Term 2009
Term 2011

Appointive Positions
Historian:
Flea Market Chairman:
Car Show Chairman:
Car Show Prog. Book
Newsletter Editor:

Ed Sipp
Mike Quinn
Joe Somerville
Joe DiSalvo
Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661

The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971. Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in
Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter.
The newsletter is published monthly. All articles for publication must be received no later than the 20th of each month to
MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com. Any car or club-related news from the
membership is greatly appreciated.
An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for
membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney P.O. Box 152 Mars, PA 16046-0152.
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, PA
15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their
immediate families. Please notify them at 100 Cherrington Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or call 412-487-2094 or email at
van2001@verizon.net

Mark Your Calendar!
April
19

meeting

May
15
deadline for car show program ads
17 meeting
June
07

Annual Car Show Mars Middle School

MINUTES OF THE NHHAC MEETING
March 8, 2009
The meeting was called to order by President Robert Stauffer. After the Pledge of
Allegiance, it was noted that there were no additions and/or corrections to the Minutes
of the February 8, 2009 meeting. Treasurer Jack Swaney informed the Club that we
made a profit of $939.74 from the Flea Market and the current treasury balance as of
3/8/09 is $4,266.57.
Frank Pribanic reported that, since our last meeting, Bernie Malush passed away as
well as Patty Hopkinson’s father. Chuck Glenz and Barb Misic are doing well. George
Misic is in rehab in Cleveland but will be home soon.
Pat O’Neill indicated that the Christmas Party went well and requested an okay to
book the hall for next year. Michael Quinn informed the Club that the Flea Market went
well also. Joe Somerville had flyers for the upcoming annual Car Show and asked that
people distribute them. The dash plaque this year will feature one of Jen Barker’s
autos. Please get your ads for the Car Show booklet to Joe DiSalvo.
Jackie Sheerer indicated that the Winter Getaway was this coming weekend. Bob
Stauffer said magnetic name tags were available for $6. See Bob if you want a new
one. Men’s Breakfast at Bob Evans will be March 27th. The Ladies Breakfast at Bob
Evans in Cranberry will be on March 10th. Frank Pribanic had a sign-up sheet at the
meeting for the Sunday Brunch at Jake’s on the Green scheduled for March 22nd.
Steve Illsley has planned a tour for May 3rd to McDonald to see a car collection. He
has also scheduled a "secret" tour to view 2 car collections for May 31st which will include lunch. Our April meeting is scheduled for April 19th and the May meeting is
scheduled for May 17th.
Bob Zufall volunteered to work with the Church holding the Wexford cruises to see
when our Club can volunteer time to assist with parking, etc. at one of the Friday night
cruises.
Bob Stauffer asked for volunteers to transport a wedding party from St. Paul’s
Church on Ferguson Road to the Wildwood Country Club on May 9th.
The Jazz Singers from North Hills sent a thank you to our Club. (They sang at the
After-Christmas Party.) Jack Swaney adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Antoinette S. Quinn, Secretary
FOR SALE
1993 Camaro, $5000 mint condition
T-tops, VG-RS, automatic, new tires and brakes $800 Kenwood CD system
Call Joe 724-449-2742

Member Profile
By: Joe Acker

Ken and Jennie Barker
This month we feature club members Ken and Jennie Barker. They live in Allison Park, and one day in
November of 2003, Jennie was doing yard work when a neighbor walking his dog stopped and said, “Hi, my
name is Mike Quinn and I live down the street. Do you mind if I ask what kind of car you have under that
cover?” When Jennie told Mike it was Ken’s 1971 Volvo station wagon, he said, “You guys should be in our
club.” He was the NHHAC President at the time. The Barker’s attended a meeting and found that they liked
the people. Before long, Jennie became the Club secretary in 2005 and they both became judges at the annual
car show.
I asked the Barkers how they got into the old car hobby. Jennie said it didn’t start as a hobby, they
simply had old cars that they drove every day and held onto for years. Ken said it just sort of evolved into a
hobby over the years. He never bought a brand new car. Most cars were just moderately old when he bought
them, and they became antiques over time.
He bought his first “really old” car, a 1969 Triumph
GT6, when he moved back to Pennsylvania from California in
1981. He bought because he wanted a sports car, and it was
one he could afford at the time, not because it was an
“antique”. Even though it ran and was technically roadworthy;
the seller had only partially restored it. Ken was unemployed
at the time, and thought he would get around to finishing the
job. He eventually sold it 23 years later to a prior NHHAC
member, Richard Altenbaugh, , and the restoration is still
not complete. Richard said he plans to make it his retirement
1969 Triumph GT6
project and turn it into a real race car.
Jennie said she always loved the colors, curves
and chrome that you find on older cars. Ken said many of his buddies when he grew up in the 60’s were car
“nuts”, that’s all they ever thought about. His interest in cars as a hobby came much later. One childhoodfriend in particular that he still keeps in touch with is James Farrah, who was probably the most directly
responsible. He is now an artist living in Phoenix, who does paintings of race, sports and antique cars.
I asked the Barker’s how they found
some of their cars. Jennie told me they met
Bob and Dee Cirilli through the club and one
evening at King’s after a meeting, they
expressed interest in finding an antique car in
good condition. Bob said they were thinking
of selling their turquoise and white 1957
Chevrolet Bel Air. This car is such an
American icon that Jennie just had to see it.
Bob and Dee brought it to the NHHAC car
show a few weeks later and Ken and Jennie
loved it! They promised the Cirillis they
would take good care of the car and keep it
stock, and Cirillis agreed to sell it.

Ken bought a 1967 Chevelle Malibu
convertible in 1968 from the original owner. The
man’s wife had just had a baby and the car was
impractical for them, so Ken’s father bought it
for him, paying only what was owed on it. That
was a mere $1,700, and the car had just 10,000
miles on it. Ken drove it into the ground. It was
the car he had during college, and it was later
rear-ended and never repaired. He eventually
sold it for $450 in 1971 while he lived in L.A.
It’s probably still there as a low-rider cruising
the streets of L.A. In Ken’s own words, “It was
Ken and buddies with 1967 Chevelle
not an antique when I owned it, although it
would be now. I’ve kicked myself many times
for ever selling that car!”.
Ken bought his 1971 Volvo 145S station wagon from a co-worker in 1974 when he was re-assigned to
work in Europe for a few years and didn’t want to put the car in storage. Ken paid $2,400 for it with the
mileage around 55,000. It had 160,000 when he sold it 30 years later.
Ken bought his 1969 Triumph GT6 in 1981
from his younger brother’s best friend who lives in
Springdale. He had just mechanically restored the car
by putting a ’69 and ’70 together to make one good
car. He paid $1,500 for it, plus $200 more for all the
spare parts. He never started the restoration of the
paint or interior and sold it all for about $1,900 23
years later. Ken said they found their 1966 Mustang
1971 Volvo
convertible in the classified section of the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette in November, 2006. They went to Westview to see the car, and bought it on the spot.
Jennie said she is partial to Chevys, especially from the 1950s and 1960s. She learned to drive in a
“three on the tree” 1955 Chevy Bel Air. Her first love affairwith a car was her blue 1966 Chevy Impala Super Sport
convertible. She took a “powder puff mechanics” class to learn
basic maintenance and quick repairs. It paid off when the
exhaust pipe started dragging on the street. She used bent coat
hangers to hook it back together for a few days until she could
get it to the shop. This was all during the 1970s, so it was not
considered an antique at that time. Ken is partial to convertibles
and sports cars of most any make. The car he is still looking for
is a late ‘60’s Austin Healey 3000.
What Jennie enjoys in the car hobby is meeting people
who share our love of older cars. Parades and shows are the
best. When they are in parades, they often talk to spectators.
Of course, it has to be in short bursts because they are moving.
They also enjoy talking to people at car shows. Their cars often
Jennie and 1966 Impala
bring back memories for people that they like to share.

HIS BEARD

Ken says touring and just driving the cars is the best part of the hobby. Second, he likes shows and
cruises, especially with lots of oldies music from the 50’s & 60’s. They are regular attendees at the Starlite
cruise in Wexford, and always attend the HCCA show in Oakmont on Fathers’ Day. And lastly is attending
Club events like picnics, holiday parties and car shows.
Among the humorous and memorable stories in the hobby, Ken and Jennie recall one night at the
Starlite cruise when a couple came by their car and said they had their Mustang’s wheels. They recognized the
car and knew who Barkers had bought it from. Turns out the previous owner had replaced the wheels on their
car and sold the original ones to them.
Once Jack Swaney was working on their Mustang under the dashboard, and he noticed that the air vent
on the driver’s side was stuck shut. He opened it and found an ancient mouse nest inside, complete with a
petrified mouse! He cleaned it out the best he could, but warned them there might be small pieces left behind.
Sure enough, as soon as they got moving over 35 mph, clots of smelly, grey stuff started shooting out of the air
Vent and clinging to everything in the way like clothing and upholstery. Luckily the top was down, or they
would have been done in by the smell.
Two years ago, they organized a city tour for about a dozen members of a Mustang club from Canada.
They kept up a running commentary by walkie-talkie as they drove from the North Hills into town, and they
kept saying what they really wanted was to go by Mario Lemieux’s house. They said sorry, but we could only
do the next best thing, so they drove to Mellon Arena.
They were so excited when they got there that they all parked along the street and hopped out to take
dozens of photos of themselves in front of the Mellon Arena, and of the “Mario Lemieux Place” street sign.
Driving through downtown one Mustang owner missed a turn. He was the only one without a walkie-talkie
and Ken and Jennie were certain they would never find him again. They continued to drive slowly to try and
keep everyone together. A couple of blocks later, he magically appeared and got in line as if nothing had
happened! A sigh of relief indeed!
Regarding work careers, Jennie is a retired CPA, and met Ken when they were both management
consultants with Deloitte Haskins & Sells with Ken in Pittsburgh and Jennie in Minneapolis. Jennie admits
Ken is the reason she is here, as he refused to move to the frozen northern plains. Jennie says cars have always
been a part of her life. Her mother was a taxi driver in their hometown of Omaha, Nebraska. As a teenager,
her summer job was driving an ice cream truck - actually a Jeep painted with huge hippie-inspired flowers.
She rang a bell to announce her presence, and soon became known to the children on her route as “the dingding lady.”
Ken held various positions in IT before leaving management consulting because of too much travel. He
worked the next 20 years for Mellon Financial as a Sr. VP of securities analysis. He retired from BNY Mellon
in January, 2008.

Ken and Mustang at the Starlite Cruise

Jennie said there are so many people who have made them feel welcome and have encouraged them
over the years. A group of NHHAC members attended their “garage warming” party as they moved their new
“Bel Air into their new two-car garage they built just for it and later, their ’66 Mustang.
Ken said the Cirilli’s were particularly helpful when they bought their first truly antique car, Dee’s ’57
Chevrolet Bel Air. Not being a mechanic, Ken would have been hesitant to buy such a car from a stranger, but
Bob & Dee made them feel very comfortable with the decision. Mike Quinn also played a role in convincing
the Cirillis that they should sell the car to the Barkers, as Ken believes they had competing offers.
Among other hobby related participation, they have become regulars at many PittsburghVintage Grand
Prix events, such as the Walnut Street car show, the downtown parade and car show, and the Schenley Park car
shows, including patron parking. They volunteered their time at the Schenley Park car show last year. In
addition, Carol Vivaldi and Jennie hosted a PVGP tent last fall at the Hartwood Acres Family House polo
event. They also assist Bob Cirilli and the National Corvette Restoration Society in their annual poker run
to benefit the St. Barnabas Pennies for Patients program. They have also been invited to display the Chevy Bel
Air at the Sewickley Heights History Center’s “Driving and Riding Party” the last two years.
In closing Ken mentions they are very active members of the Greater Pittsburgh
Mustang Club, of which he is the President and Jennie is the Newsletter Editor. Jennie said she now under
stands what Mary Jo Phillips goes through each month getting the NHHAC newsletter out, and Ken now has a
better appreciation of how hard it is to run a meeting and keep it interesting for everyone.

ORDER NOW!
Please order your official North Hills
Historic Auto Club clothing
at the April meeting to have it in time
for the Car Show in June.
May is too late!

Proof of Insurance
Touring season is here!
You must provide proof of insurance
to Steve Illsley.

WAS LONG

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

I want to thank everyone who helped in making the Flea Market on March 1st a success, from the broom pushers to the sausage pushers to the money takers. With everyone working together, Saturday and Sunday came and went without any hitches.
The vendors expressed their satisfaction with the venue and their sales. Michael J.
Quinn, chairman
I also want to thank those ladies and Bob Cirilli who assisted in the food area. Teamwork is the only way to go! Antoinette S. Quinn, wife of the chairman

Bill Watt, Bill Sheerer,
Sil Metzger and John Kaiser

Steve Parise and son l
ooking for a bargain.

Bob Cirilli waiting on happy customers!

Antoinette Quinn and Jackie Sheerer ponder the
goodies at the concession stand.

BY-LAWS ARTICLE XVI
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
As President Stauffer pointed out in the February meeting, one item needs to be addressed from the October, 2008 amendment to the By-Laws as presented by the Committee. Only Article XVI was voted down.
However, we do practice many of the items that were written in that Article. For your information, the Article
as it reads now provides:
1) The Board of Directors appoints a nominating committee of 5 active members at the SEPTEMBER
meeting. They are to produce a slate of candidates for eligible offices and present this slate of nominees at the regularly scheduled October and November meetings prior to voting at the December annual meeting. Other nominations may be made from the floor.
2) The nominating committee shall announce the results of the election AT THE MONTHLY MEETING
FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL MEETING. NO PROXY VOTES ARE ACCEPTED.
The presentation that was made to the membership in October provided:
1) The President would appoint the nominating committee
2) Nominations would be closed after asking for any nominations from the floor in the November meeting.
(This allows the newsletter to present the candidates for introduction in the December Newsletter so
that ALL MEMBERS ARE AWARE OF THE PERSONS SEEKING OFFICE IN THE ELECTIONS.)
3) Election results are announced at the December meeting (as they have been in the past decade at least).
President Stauffer has received the endorsement of the By-Laws Committee to present the following version to the membership for an “Aye” or “Nay” vote in order that the new By-Laws Copy can be completed:
1) The Board of Directors appoints the nominating committee etc, etc. using the current language (this is
the same as currently in force)
2) Nominations will be closed at the November meeting after asking for final nominations from the floor.
(We have done this is the past several elections)
3) Election results are announced at the December meeting.
4) All other existing language remains in force in this Article.
Note: Article XVIII – Adoption and Amendments provides that members must be notified (2) weeks in advance of a vote. The notice must contain the proposed changes and date and time of the vote. Thus, the vote
will be taken at the MAY MEETING OF THE CLUB which will be held on the 3rd Sunday of the month due
to Mother’s Day being the 2nd Sunday. So, May 17th at 7PM will be the meeting.

Parts Model A and T

Dave Maddock 412-521-0125 home 412-708-6102 cell

WANTED: Used Open Car Trailer 16 ft. or Longer with Surge Brakes
Call Vince Ciganik
(412) 486-3814 (412) 480-5962 (C)
WANTED: Someone to silkscreen or airbrush numbers and letters on Firestone battery charger Call Ken Schuring (412)741-4691

AND STRONG AND TOUGH

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
MAY 3 SPRING TOUR
Meet:
Time:
Destination:
Stop:
Bring:

Eat ‘n Park parking lot Route 910 and Brandt School Road
10:00 a.m.
McDonald, PA to view a car collection, some are for sale
late breakfast or early lunch
walkie-talkies as we may have to avoid road construction
MAY 6 LUNCH TOUR

Time to resume the every 1st and 3rd Wednesday Lunch Tours.
Meet:
Time:
Leave:
Destination:
Reservation:

Mars Middle School
11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m. or when everyone arrives
Garden Gate Restaurant, Prospect
Call Steve Illsley by May 4
724-625-1372
MAY 20 LUNCH TOUR

Lunch at the Log Cabin Inn and then view a car collection in Portersville
More details in the May newsletter
JUNE ? TOUR
To Ohio to see the Dick Best truck collection and Don Snyder car collection.
Details in upcoming newsletter
MAY 31 TOUR
Details at the May meeting. We’ll be seeing lots of cars. Must sign-up in advance.
OCTOBER 16-18
Fall Foliage Tour
Details in upcoming newsletter

The car show is coming, the car show is coming!
Avoid the rush. Sign up now to help!
It’s fun!
Sunday June 7 Mars Middle School 10 am—4 pm
Set-up beginning at 6 am
Please contact the folks listed if you are able to help.
It’s great if you can work the entire show. If you only have a few hours to spare, that’s great, too!

Show Book
*EVERYONE should help Joe
by selling ads
Refreshment Stand
all day
*You can sign up for shifts as
a cook, cashier or server
Judging
noon until finished
Show Parking 8 am – 1 pm
Need quite a few folks for this
- direct show cars
to the correct area
Admission Gates
All day or sign up for a shift
Registration
8 am to noon
Show Flea Market

Joe Disalvo

home 412-939-2984
cell 412-443-9425
724-776-7339

Suzanne Acker

412-364-3875

Bob Cirilli

724-449-3323

Rick McClure

724-933-9203

Jackie Sheerer

412-367-3138

Mary Jo Phillips
Steve Parise

724-898-9661
nhhacnews@yahoo.com
412-367--4928

Advertisement

Ernie Rensi

412-318-4919

Public Parking
all day or sign up for a shift
50/50 Raffle all day

Bill Watt

412-364-3176

Warren Smith

724-776-4780

PA System and Music

Jan Smith

724-282-3320

Pop all day

Steve Illsley

724-625-1372

Road Signs

Jack Dougherty

412-486-3808

Barb Misic

412-486-8566

Show Chair

Kid’s Choice

Joe Somerville

HE LOST HIS

Farewell
LETITIA "LETTY" (MANCINELLI) BUCCIGROSSI
Saturday, March 21, 2009
Mrs. Buccigrossi was the beloved wife of 45 years of Emerick M. Buccigrossi;
mother of Emerick M. Buccigrossi II and Dana Buccigrossi,

CLARA GENGARELLA
age 98 on March 28, 2009
Mother of Elaine Santora
JANICE FLYNN HALL
Age 65 on April 3, 2009
She is survived by daughters: Laura (Patrick) Mulvaney and Elizabeth (Kurt)
Widmann; brother: Michael (Julie) Flynn; sister: Patricia (Frank) Hoss; grandsons:
Andrew, Nathaniel, Ryan Austin; mother: Dorothy Flynn of Orange City, FL;
also many good friends. Memorial donations may be sent to: Gospel Fellowship
Church, 161 McFann Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or Tri-County Life
http://www.kingfuneralhome.com/obituaries.htm

Email Information List
If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of
cancellations, member illnesses and similar things
that happen between newsletters,
send a note to Martha McEvoy
marthamcevoy@comcast.net

CHICKEN IN THE ROUGH

North Hills Historic Auto Club
C/O Pat O’Neill
4077 Branding Place
Allison Park, PA 15101-2963
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