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A MESSAGE from THE PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – APRIL, 2007

Since the Flea Market took place the end of February and the March Newsletter was already put to
bed, I want to take this time to say “thanks” to all of the people who braved the weather that day to
make the Flea Market a success. Thanks to Mike and Antoinette Quinn for a very good effort in
which the weather just did not cooperate.
Another thanks to Bill and Jackie Sheerer for a great Winter Getaway.
In the next couple of months we will have some programs after the meeting. They will go from 10
minutes to 30 minutes. Watch the Newsletter for listings.
The March meeting had a lot of buzzing about the summer tour, ladies luncheon, day tours, lunch
tours, and more. Looks like the season is upon us for touring.
I cannot encourage new members strongly enough to participate in meetings and events. This is
your club. You get out of it what you put into it! If you haven’t been to a meeting in a while, the
nice weather is here so come on out and join the fun!
I guess April is the time to say “Gentlemen, start your engines. Let the driving begin!”
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The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971. Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in
Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter.
The newsletter is published monthly. All articles for publication must be submitted no later than the 18th of each month to
MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com. Any car or club related news from
the membership is greatly appreciated.
An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney, P.O. Box 152, Mars, PA 16046-0152. Membership dues are
$20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park,
PA 15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their immediate families.
Mark Your Calendar!
April 2007
8 Easter
15 Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School Cafeteria, Wexford, PA
22 Brunch tour
28 Oldies Dance sponsored by Jan and Bonnie Smith South Butler Firehall
May 2007
6 St Barnabas Poker Run
13 Mother’s Day
20 Tec Hackett Memorial Tour
20 Monthly Meeting at St. Alphonsus Church School Cafeteria, Wexford, PA
Futureliner video after Meeting
June 2007
3 Annual Car Show at Mars Middle School
July 2007
16-20 Summer Tour

Minutes of the March 11, 2007 NHHAC Meeting
The meeting was called to order by President Clara Dresbach with 65 names on the attendance sheet and 3 guests. After the Pledge of
Allegiance the minutes of the February 11, 2007 meeting were accepted as printed in the March, 2007 Newsletter. Jack Swaney gave
the Treasurer's Report showing a balance of $3,187.76 as of March 11, 2007. The Treasurer's Report will stand as read.
Guests were Steve Schmitmeyer, up for first membership review and Maurice (Mickey) and Mary Ann Love for membership review.
After a brief discussion a motion made by Mike Quinn, seconded by Jean Hackett and approved by the members to waive the membership review process for Scott R. Elliott as he and his family have been long-time members of the club. Frank Pribanic reported no one
was ill nor in the hospital. A thank you note from a recovering Letty Buccigrossi was read.
OLD BUSINESS
Mike Quinn reported on the success of the February 25 Flea Market and stated that Krebs Dodge was relieved to see a copy of the club's
liability insurance policy. Mike thanked everyone who participated and stated they could have used more help at the concession stand.
Phil Deakin talked to the service manager and the parts manager the week after the flea market and they suggested meeting personally
with the owner of Krebs Dodge about using the building for next year’s flea market as there seems to be some discrepancy as to our club
using the facility. Mike Quinn said he would follow-up and get verification.
Rick Kelley mentioned that a gold bracelet was found at the Hampton Banquet Hall after the post Christmas Party. Pat O'Neill has the
bracelet and if you identify it, he'll have it returned to the owner. Jackie Sheereer mentioned there were still a few rooms available for
the Blackwater Falls Get-a-Way and that they will be leaving at 10:00 a.m. that Friday should anyone want to travel along with them.
Rick Kelley gave an update on the June 3 Car Show. He had aerial photos of the school property and requested input as to where it's
best to place the concession stand, registration area, and that perhaps we need to have one or two portable potties available for everyone's use. We will go back to registering cars first, then parking them. There will not be any classes engraved on the trophies this year,
and no trophy for Class 14.
Volunteers are needed throughout the day. Rick Kelley has the list of committee chairpersons, ask to see it and then decide where you
can help. After some discussion it was decided that there would be 2 separate 50/50 raffles and that four $25.00 gas cards, donated by
Jack Swaney, would be presented by a drawing for the judged participants only, no club members are eligible. There will be the aftershow picnic at approximately 5:00 or 5:30 for the volunteers. Joe DiSalvo needs the ads for the program book for the show by May in
order to have the books ready on time. The cost of ads is as follows;
1/8 page =$25, 1/4 page =$40, 1/2 page =$60, full page = $100 and you can sponsor a trophy for $25. In 2006 the club paid for 6
trophies, the club would prefer not to have that expense this year.
Randy Hall reported his open-house for viewing various painting and restoration videos has been a big success with the last one on
March 14. He informed us that the Glidden Tour is September 9 thru 14th & will be limited to 325 cars this year. Automobiles up to
1942 is one requirement, the other being you must be a member of the AACA to participate. July 6 is the final registration date and if
you're interested, check with Randy Hall for particulars.
Bob Moore announced that the Sewickley Memorial Day Parade will start around 9:30 and if participating, to meet at 9:00. You can
sign up at the May meeting with Bob, and, an added treat after the parade will be a drive back to Steve and Pat Illsley's home for lunch
and dessert!
Bob Cirilli stated his committee is still working on the Pennies for Patients Poker Run routes due to inclement weather conditions but
plans are moving along.
NEW BUSINESS
Clara Dresbach announced that Ernie Rensi volunteered to take on the Club's Advertising job previously done by Phil Deakin.
Thank you, Ernie!
Frank Pribanic has made reservations at the Mountain View Inn in Greensburg for the July 16 thru 20 Summer Tour and it sounds like a
great week is planned. Contact Frank for phone number to make your reservations, and more details will be announced at a later date.
Joe Hrason informed the club about the June 21 St. Mary's Church Parade at 6:00 P.M. and in the past, a free meal was available to
drivers who participated. That will be confirmed at a later date.
Joe Somerville is planning to demonstrate how to make sanding belts for expandable wheels at either the April or May meeting.
Ron Underwood announced that there will be a Car Show on April 1, in Meyersdale, Pa. and the New Car Show at the David L.
Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh on April 26 thru April 30.
Dee Moore reminded the ladies of the March 15 luncheon at Billy's in Wexford, Pa.
There being no further business to transact, Jackie Sheerer motioned to adjourn the meeting. Ernie Rensi seconded.

Respectfully submitted, Loretta Fusco, Secretary

Member Profile
JIM HEATHERINGTON
By: Joe Acker
This month we feature member Jim Heatherington. Jim and his wife
Suzanne live in White Oak and have a nice collection of antique cars under
their roof. Those cars include: a 1929 Chevrolet 4 door Sedan, a 1930 Ford
Model A 4 Door Sedan, a 1951 Chevrolet 2 Door Sedan and a 1968 Chevrolet
Corvair Monza Hardtop.
Jim has been interested in cars from his youth, especially fire trucks.
When he got a part time job at the local funeral home at age 17, the custom
made Buicks and Packards captured his interest and he was hooked. No one
person piqued his interest in antique cars, it seemed to grow out of his
general interest in automobiles of all kinds.
Jim acquired his first antique car around 1972 when he was 36 years old.
It was a 1950 Chevrolet 4 door sedan that belonged to a local woman who was
the original owner. He had watched this car for a number of years and when
it hadn't moved for a while, called the owner to see if she was interested
in selling it. She was and Jim now had his first old car.
Jim attended many NHHAC car shows with the
'50 Chevy going way back when it was being
held at the Kaufmann's parking lot in the
North Hills on McKnight Road and Peebles.
He recalls he won his first trophy there.
Our club members helped Jim judge a car
show he ran in McKeesport for many years.
He has also participated in the judging at
our shows as well. During those years he
attended various club events and it was Pat
O'Neill who sent him a membership application. This was in 1998 when Jan Hall was
the club president.
Jim was always around Chevrolets, at the
local dealerships, and after he worked at a local service station when he
was 16 years old. There he installed after-market heaters and radios in
the early 50's cars. His father always drove a Chevy, so it seemed natural
that his interests began with them.
After Jim did a bit of restoration on his first car, the '50 Chevy, he
began the search for another car. He was almost ready to buy a 1936 Chevy
located in Virginia, but on a whim, decided to call a fellow here in
McKeesport who had been a long time Chevy mechanic. He owned a beautifully
restored 1951 Chevy 2 door Aerosedan that Jim had admired for years. Jim
asked if he was interested in selling that car. Coincidentally, he was not
only interested, but he was being forced to offer it for sale. It was in
his sister's garage and she was selling the house. He bought that car instead of the '36 and never looked back.

After a few years of showing these 2 cars, he was itching to get something
else. By this time he had joined the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America, and in
one of their monthly magazines, saw a 1929 4 door sedan for sale. It wasn't far
away, in Beltsville, Maryland, so he drove there to take a look. It was being
sold by a man who had begun a ground up restoration
before failing health made completion of the
project impossible.
Shortly thereafter, Jim was on his way back to
Beltsville with a flatbed truck to bring the '29
Chevy home. This car wasn't completely assembled,
so it was stored in his large storage space under
the funeral home, alongside of all of their Christmas decorations. It took about 3 years to complete
this restoration, including new window glass, a new
Hampton interior, new chrome plating and new paint
and finish job. Advice from the VCCA's 1929
technical advisor was invaluable in getting the
paint job exactly right. This car is a beauty and has received many awards.
One day when he and Suzanne were discussing the Glidden Tour which was
limited to cars 1936 and older, she said he ought to get a Model A Ford. Not
only would it qualify for the Glidden, but she said "everyone interested in antique cars should have one." It wasn't too long after that discussion that Jim
began looking for a Model A, which in his
estimation, was Henry Ford's masterpiece.
Jim bought a 1930 Model A Ford 4 door sedan and still has today. He took this car
on the Glidden Tour held at Seven Springs
in 1991.
Jim realized that this car was such fun
to drive, as were his Chevies, that he began to slack off on the shows and concentrated mostly on driving them. As the 1929
and 1951 Chevies were senior winners, he
used the ‘50 Chevy and ‘30 Model A for
touring which he feels is much more fun
than shows.
All during his "collecting years", Jim's
long time friend, Al Friend, pestered him
about his personal favorite car, the
Corvair. Al said, "Jim, you MUST get a Corvair!" He said this repeatedly and
even gave Jim a phone number of an elderly gentleman who didn't tour his car
anymore and would probably sell it at a fair price. Jim never did call the man,
and forgot about it. Time passed and eventually this man passed away. A month or two after the man's funeral, Al called Jim again,
and told him that the man's daughter was disposing of her father's assets. One of the
things she found to be a particular nuisance
was his beautifully restored 1968 Chevrolet
Corvair Monza Hardtop. Jim and Al went to her
home and struck a deal immediately as the car
was in excellent condition with very low
mileage.

Jim really likes all 5 of his cars, for various reasons, and if he had to
name a favorite, it would probably be the first car he bought, the '50 Chevy 4
door. That car was sold a few years ago to a man who had wanted it for about 8
years. It went to a good home, and has been re-done, by the book, to a beauty
it probably never knew in its entire life!
Jim's very favorite segment of the antique car hobby is touring. He and Suzanne try to go on at least 2 nationally sponsored tours each year. They also do
many day trips and overnighters and have joined our club on the five day tours
we have each summer. Jim feels driving the cars (touring) is not only fun and a
real learning experience, but it also provides ongoing fellowship with other
like-minded folks. It also provides great one-on-one time for he and Suzanne,
as they work in tandem with her navigating and Jim driving.
Touring is win-win, but Jim also likes working on the cars very much. He
feels there is nothing quite like getting underneath one of these machines and
getting all greasy. For a time, Jim did not own an undershirt without several
grease spots on the front. (Sometimes it was a bit awkward when the spots
showed through his white dress shirts, but he got over it quickly)
Driving in parades is kind of mixed, it can be enjoyable because it provides
so many smiles and waves along the parade route. It can also be difficult, particularly when it is very hot, the wait to join up is long, the parade pace is
slow and the risk of boiling over is high. It's okay, but touring and mechanical work is much more fun.
Speaking of touring, one particular trip contained many humorous episodes.
Jim points out the names have been changed to protect the innocent...or perhaps
the guilty. It was around 1993 when 7 members of the Model A club set off in 3
cars on a tour to New England. Margaret, our singleton, rode in the 1930 Tudor
belonging to Smiths, Wrights drove their 1929 convertible and Jim and Suzanne
were in their sedan. Wrights had something of interest. Dave had borrowed a motor from another member so he could take the trip. Talk about trust! Still,
his car ran fine. Jim was running a tight ship, time wise, when they stopped
for gas. Margaret jumped out of the back of the Tudor and Jim said, "Where do
you think you're going, we've got to gas up and go!" Margaret allowed as how
she needed to use the facilities. Jim said, "No time lady, get back in the
car!" She actually began to turn around, telling Suzanne, "Jim won't let me
pee!" Suzanne hollered, "Pay no attention to that man behind the gas pump!"
And off she went. Jim was roaring.
One other incident was when they drove through a small town that must have had
a chemical plant. Suzanne had no sooner said, "Wow, that small is really
strong", when Dave, our resident worry wart, came over the CB yelling,"Pull
over! Pull over!, I think I am on fire!" Well, this had been Dave's third "Pull
over" emergency that day, and Jim simply
called back to say, "Keep moving as long
as the motor's running, you are NOT on
Fire."
Jim and Suzanne are very happy to be
part of this club. He does want to say
that Jackie Sheerer has his undying
gratitude for heading up the winter getaway trip each year. He realizes others
support her with goodies for the
hospitality room, etc., but it is such a
delight to be with car buddies in the
middle of winter when the cars are
packed away. It seems only right to say
thanks.

He also feels that the membership of this club has a wonderful cross-section of
people that seem to be unique in a local organization. He feels it is a pleasure to have been accepted as a member.
During the 40 years he has collected 5 antique cars, has never had to worry
about storage. His funeral home had a 7 car heated garage, and they also owned
a house next door with a 2 car detached garage. In 2002, Jim and Suzanne decided it was time to make changes and move from the huge Victorian home-with-anaddition, into a smaller home.
Luckily they found a family who wanted just that, a really big house. They
were also lucky to find a place to relocate, in the very next community. This
house had its original single car garage, as well as a 2 car tandem garage underneath an addition. Between these 2 garages was the basement, containing the
furnace, laundry, storage space and a small office.
Jim called an old contracting friend to come help him evaluate this space.
His friend agreed that it was possible to move the furnace and laundry, tear out
the small office, cut a third door opening in the foundation and create another
2 car tandem garage. The space was perfect, and the job was completed 6 months
after they moved in. Now they had space for 5 cars, but they has 7! What to
do, what to do? That is when they decided to sell the '50 Chevy, and gave in
and stored the one other car during the winter months. Many of us if not most
of us, can relate to the car storage problem can't we. Welcome to the club Jim.

APRIL MEETING PROGRAM

Officer Tim Spontak of the Northern Regional Police Force will be present at 7:30 PM
to present a program to all members attending the April meeting scheduled for
APRIL 15TH, due to Easter being on our regular meeting day.
Officer Spontak will be doing a demonstration in the parking lot concerning the rules/
requirements for trailering cars. Therefore, you will see a trailer and truck parked in
front of the Cafeteria entrance. Please park in the large parking area behind the
church and leave the area where we enter free of autos so we can gather outside for
the demonstration. He will also do some slides inside the cafeteria as part of this program.
I wish to thank Steve Illsley for arranging this presentation. We urge as many people
as possible to attend. Due to the Officer’s schedule, we may have to interrupt our
meeting if we do not finish by 7:30 PM.
I will be starting the meeting 5 minutes early to get the Pledge of Allegiance, Minutes
of Last Meeting and Treasurer’s report done by 7:00 PM.
Clara Dresbach

DON'T LOSE YOUR HEAD

Ladies Tea Party Luncheon
Ladies of the Club, you are invited to a Tea Party
at Soergel’s for our April Luncheon.
Date:
Time:
Price:
Place:

April 19th, Thursday
12 O’clock noon
$19.95 per person (does not include gratuity)*
Soergel’s Tea Party Room
Brandt School Road

Please make your reservation with Clara Dresbach (724-935-8351)
Press 1 and # to leave a message.
Since this is a private party and not a regular Tea Party Day,
we must have a minimum of 10 people and
must confirm the number attending by April 16, 2007.
*Price increase due to increase in Minimum Wage and expenses.
Please consider joining us.
We had a wonderful experience here last year and are
looking forward to going back because of member requests to do so.

From the Flea Market Chairperson…………
As a follow-up to our last meeting, I made a trip to Krebs Dodge regarding our Flea
Market next year. Chris Krebs said that we can definitely hold our Flea Market
there. He has no problems with our being at his dealership.
Mark your calendars for February 24, 2008!
Michael Quinn
FLEA MARKET PHOTO CAPTION CONTEST—Valuable Prizes to the Winners!
What would make a good caption for each of these pictures?
Submit your entries to Mary Jo at the next meeting or send them to nhhacnews@yahoo.com

1. ______________________________________

4. __________________________________

2. ________________________________________

5. _________________________________

3.________________________________________

TO GAIN A MINUTE

Sunday Brunch Tour
9:00 AM
9:30 AM

Meet at Stephen’s Barber Shop Middle Road, Hampton
Leave for Seton Hill University
Bring 50 cents exact change for Route 66 toll
Hope to see a car collection and enjoy a nice drive
Bring your walkie-talkies and state map

Call Stephen Illsley if you plan to attend
The University must know how many will be there for brunch

724-443-7058 work

724-443-9170 home

DANCE!
Jan and Bonnie Smith are sponsoring an Oldies Dance
Saturday April 28th 7:30-11:30
South Butler Firehall
$5 per person
Bring your own beverage, food and friends! Ice provided
All proceeds will be donated to Children’s Hospital
in honor of our granddaughter Lydia Lavonne Faust

For Sale!
Walnut dining room suite consisting of table, china closet, buffet, six chairs
Queen size sofa bed
Bedroom suite: full size headboard, mattress and frame, dresser with mirror, chest
of drawers, night stand—circa 1950’s
ALL IN EXCELLENT CONDITION!
Contact Karl and Debby Mueller @ 412.741.4615 or

d.mueller2@verizon.net

SUMMER TOUR

JULY 16-20, 2007

Plans are coming together for our summer tour to Westmoreland County.
Twenty rooms have been reserved in the club’s name at the Mountain View Inn in Greensburg
Rooms are available with either two double beds or a king size bed. Room rate is $109.00
Please call to reserve your room at 1-800-537-8709 and then notify Frank Pribanic.
Ammenities include: Private Parking
Large hospitality room for our use
Swimming Pool
Physical fitness room
Two restaurants plus cocktail lounge
A number of things are being planned for the tour, including:
♦
Visit to Westmoreland Restorations in Blairsville which is owned by club members Craig
and Susan Piper. Lunch will be served
♦
Visit to Charlie Vatter’s restoration shop in Blairsville. Catered dinner will be served.
♦
Visit to Fallingwater, the Edgar Kaufmann estate designed by Frank Lloyd Wright
♦
Visit to Swaney’s home at Indian Lake
♦
Visit to Flight 93 Memorial in Shanksville
♦
Visit to Restoration Specialists shop and parts sales outlet
♦
Visit to Friendship Farms cattle farm and bakery sales outlet
♦
Possible plant tour of Kennametal, Inc. in Latrobe
This promises to be a fun tour! Sign up early!

The Futurliner is coming! The Futurliner is coming! The Futurliner is coming!
Now that we have your attention………………….
After the May Meeting
Video of the GM Futurliner will be shown
Futurliner #10 was one of 12 built by GM
for the
Parade of Progress Show in the 40’s and 50’s

YOU NEED YOUR HEAD

Tour Time is Just Around the Corner!
Steve Illsley wants to know….
”Are you ready? Time to get the antique and vintage vehicles out and drive them!”
Sunday May 20
Memorial drive in memory of Mr. Ted Hackett. Bring your Model A if you have one. We will stop for
lunch and have an ice cream stop. Approximately 100 miles total.
Weekday Lunch Tours
Beginning Wednesday June 6th
I will plan the first one then other people will plan some. We will meet at the planner’s home at 11:15
am and leave for lunch at 11:30 am. Tour planners needed for 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, no tours in
July
Walkie-Talkies
Please bring your walkie-talkies and PA state maps. If you don’t have walkie-talkies, then buy some
as this will be my only communication system!
VALVE GUNK
Shell Oil Co. currently has a promotion for their gasoline which is claimed to reduce "Gunk" build up on engine intake valves. Since I recently had the engine out of my car, I decided to remove the head to clean off the
carbon and check things out. I was shocked to find that Shell was right!. All four intake valves had
the "Gunk" build up just like the pictures in the Shell advertisements. The Shell tests were based on 5000 miles
and my mileage was about 8700 miles since the valves were installed new. This "Gunk" is not something that
can be washed off with a solvent, but is a very hard crust about 1/8" thick or so on the underside of the valve. I
had to remove the valves and use a powered cleaning wheel to get it off. Only the intake valves were affected
and the exhaust valves were clean. Shell says that their regular gas has double the cleaning agent specified by
the EPA and their premium gas has five times that amount. They say that other gasolines may not have the required amount of cleaning agent, particularly the "Discount" gas stations. That might be true, but we can't expect to find a Shell station whenever we need gas. Also, with the cost of gas these days, I would rather not pay
the price for premium gas. There are also several fuel additives available to supposedly keep your engine clean
but they are costly and I'm not sure they really work. I don't have an answer to this problem but maybe our
members have some ideas on the subject. If you want more info, check www.shell.com and enter "gunk" in the
search box. Dick Lowe

YOUR BRAINS ARE IN
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