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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Where does the time go? 

A year ago then-president Steve Illsley asked 

for volunteers to take over his glamorous posi-

tion.  Shocking even myself, I volunteered and 

Ken Barker volunteered to be vice-president.  

We won the election without spending a dime 

on our campaign and we are both still in of-

fice.  I managed to get us locked out a few times and took about six meetings to 

get the agenda right, but there has been no hint of impeachment.   

I want to thank everyone who has helped me to run the meetings and learn the 

ropes: Diane Otto as secretary, Bill Watt as fill-in secretary, Steve Illsley for keeping 

things on track, Daryl Elliott for his informative and interesting car history as told 

through magazine ads, and treasurer Jack Swaney, and every club member who 

attended a meeting.  Thank you for your time, patience and help! 

Next up is the annual After-Christmas Party.  We have changed the time to 2:00 

p.m.  We will have the auction to benefit the club.  Please bring an item or two to 

donate to be auctioned off.  Things don’t have to be car related and it’s a great 

way to clear out after the holidays.  Please bring cash.  All winning bids must be 

paid for that evening. 

Steve said the hardest part of the job was writing this message.  He was right! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and yours. 

Mary Jo Phillips 

Since 1971  www.nhhaclub.com 
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Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second Sunday of each month 
St. Alphonsus Church, 201 Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910)  Wexford in the school cafeteria. 

 Unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 

On November 10, 2019, the meeting was called to order by Vice President Ken 
Barker following the pledge of allegiance.  October minutes:  Motion to approve by 
Jan Smith; seconded by  Bill Watt. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  In Jack Swaney’s absence, there was no treasurer’s report.  
 
Wellness Report 
Joann Stauffer has had issues with foot and leg swelling and is pursuing medical 
attention. 
 
Old Business 
Thanks to Cindy Cook for taking over the newsletter. 
 
Election of Officers/Board Members 
Election for a secretary will be held at the December meeting.  
Returning officers:  Mary Jo Phillips will remain as President; Ken Barker will re-
main as Vice President; Jack Swaney will remain as Treasurer. 
Board Members:  Rich and Jean King, Jan Smith and Jackie Sheerer have volun-
teered to serve on the Board. 
 
After Christmas party will be February 9 at 2 p.m.  
 
At the December meeting, a discussion will be held on whether to hold a January 
meeting. 
 
New Business 
Jean King is awaiting information for a possible new venue for the winter trip.  She 
has spoken with a representative of the Stonewall Resort outside of Elkins, WV 
and is awaiting her proposal.  Pricing will be received for several different week-
ends.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Jen Barker. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Diane Otto, Secretary 

Minutes November 10, 2019 



OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

 

President 

Mary Jo Phillips  (724) 316-8809 

maryjo4458@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 

Ken Barker  (412) 486-2767 
 

Treasurer 

Jack Swaney  (724) 272-9405 
 

Secretary 

Diane Otto  (412) 821-2473 
 

Directors  

Steve Illsley, Past President 

Bob Goetz, Term 2018 

Jennie Barker, Term 2019 

Ken Barker, Term 2020 

Mary Jo Swaney, Term 2021 

APPOINTIVE POSITIONS 

 

Flea Market Chair 

Daryl Elliott  (412) 600-9580 

elliottdj50@gmail.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Cindy Cook   nhhacnews@yahoo.com 
 

Merchandise Director 

Diane Otto  (412) 821-2473 

dotto1208@aol.com 

Steve Illsley  (724) 553-8386 
 

Webmaster 

Pat O’Neill  (724) 768-7484 

p.oneill5020@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Email Information List 

If you want to be included on the email list that informs members of cancellations, 

member illnesses and similar events between newsletters, send a note to Cindy Cook 

at nhhacnews@yahoo.com 
 

—–———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Wellness and Condolences 

Get-well cards, contact Jackie Sheerer: 

(412) 367-3138 or redbug17@verizon.net 

Funeral flowers/fruit baskets, contact Jack Swaney: 

(724) 272-9405 or  carnut123@hotmail.com 

CORRECTIONS & OMISSIONS / PHOTOS, STORIES AND EVENTS TO: 

 Editor at  nhhacnews@yahoo.com 

Is your information in the club directory 

correct? 

Send changes (address, phone, email, vehicles) to: 

Pat O’Neill 

675 Bairdford Road 

Gibsonia, PA  15044-7880 

(724)768-7484 
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Membership Application Form 

On club website at  

http://nhhaclub.com/membership-info/ 

Send with annual fee to: 

Jack Swaney 

1140 Saxonburg Blvd. 

Saxonburg, PA  16056 

mailto:gt350man@verizon.net
mailto:nhhacnews@yahoo.com
http://nhhaclub.com/membership-info/


NHHAC NEWS December 2019  Page 4

Now that I live in Washington, D.C., I am attempting to live a life free from an auto-
mobile. That’s largely due to the uncertainty of parking, let alone the traffic in the highest 
congested metropolitan area that is D.C. Fortunately, the city was relatively well planned 
out in the 1790s, but the metropolitan area has simply been unable to keep up with the 
employment and subsequent population booms of recent decades. Yet as I am biking 
home (a standard leg of my commute), it is not uncommon to see the Presidential Motor-
cade passing under me on I-395. After all, what better way to bust through an interstate 
parking lot than with a 10-piece police escort and a schedule to keep! 

 

As the automobile was first being developed at the start of the 20th Century, U.S. 
Presidents were unsure of how to adopt them into the government’s functions. President 
McKinley took a ride in a Stanley steam car in July 1901, but horse-and-buggy was the 
time-tested and trusted mode of transportation. And Teddy Roosevelt? He would not 
dare to be caught seen in an automobile -- how insulting to his masculinity as a rough-
and-ready outdoorsman! But the White House security staff found the automobile could 
be useful to them, if nothing else, while keeping up on foot behind Mr. Roosevelt’s car-
riage. They purchased a 1907 White steam car as the first entry into what would become 
the motorcade. 

 

It was President Taft who recognized the value the automobile could have on his 
daily functions and access to the public, and he promptly set aside a budget of $12,000 
for a fleet of assorted vehicles: a 1909 White Model M steam car, two Pierce-Arrow 
Model 36s, and a Baker Electric roadster. It was the White that was Taft’s favorite, nod-
ding to its speed, but also to his own amusement of releasing a steam pressure valve at 
the unsuspecting press outside his car. “You eat my dust!” he would exclaim as he 
avoided questions he did not want to answer. And if that was not enough, the White 
Sewing Machine Company, which later became White Motor Company, hailed from 
Taft’s home state of Ohio. 

 

The Model M was also the largest offering by White in 1909, with a 122” wheel-
base, compared to the Model O’s 104” wheelbase. It therefore also received the larger 
40HP engine to ensure all 7 passen-
gers got to where they needed to be 
on time. The purchase order notes 
that it also came with an installed 
top, though Taft openly admitted he 
did not like to use it. Not only did he 
enjoy being seen in the enormous 
automobile, he also enjoyed taking 
unsuspecting Senators for brisk rides 
during Washington winters, hoping to 
change some minds while talking 
over legislation. 

The First Car Bought by The People  submitted by Sean O’Neill 
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As Terry Shea describes, in an article about this very vehicle in Hemmings Motor 
News:  

“That steam-generating boiler pow-
ered a two-cylinder steam engine of rather 
simple design. A forged, one-piece, coun-
terbalanced crankshaft, rotating in two 
main bearings, held a pair of forged con-
necting rods—one was connected to a 
high-pressure piston with a 3-inch diame-
ter, and the other to a larger 5-inch diame-
ter, low-pressure piston. The stroke for 
both pistons was 4.5 inches. The com-
pound White steam engine operated se-
quentially, so that the unused energy from 
the escaping steam of the high-pressure 
piston went downstream to the low-
pressure piston, which generated the 
same amount of power as the first due to 
its larger diameter…. 

While a four-stroke internal combus-
tion engine features only one power stroke 
for every four movements of the piston, a 
steam engine creates power on every 
movement of the piston in the cylinder, 
with steam pressure moving it in both di-
rections. The two cylinders in the White 
steam engine reached top dead center 90-
degrees apart, meaning that there would 
never be a moment where the engine was 
not powering the crankshaft.” 

 

 Presidents Taft and Roosevelt, once on 
the same ticket, famously went separate ways as there were some irreconcilable ideo-
logical differences, and that included the automobile. When Roosevelt formed his Bull 
Moose Party, he continued to ride in carriages and haywagons, stressing that he was a 
man of the common people. But Taft’s embrace of the automobile turned Washington 
into the lowest automobile ownership per capita rates to the highest per capita rates in 
just one 4-year term in office. 

 

 It is interesting to me that, from its inception in 1909, half the presidential motor-
cade used “alternative fuels,” and I wonder if automotive engineering advances will get 
the fleet returning such options. But at least, for now, I know where I can point my frus-
tration about this crazy traffic: it’s all Taft’s fault! 
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Would you like to help direct the club’s future? 

Elections will be held at the December meeting 

    President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Director 

    Note:  More than one person can run for a position 

                                             Contact Mary Jo Phillips if you can serve 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Dec. 8 Monthly Meeting; 7:00 pm, St. Alphonsus Church 

Dec. 27 Men’s breakfast; 8:00 am, Eat n’ Park Wexford I-79 & Rt. 910  

Jan. 12 Monthly Meeting; 7:00 pm, St. Alphonsus Church                         
Meeting may be deferred per a December Meeting discussion 

Jan. 15 Women’s lunch; 11:30 am, Pizza Roma, 8350 Perry Highway,       

Pgh. 15237 (412)367-7677, RSVP Jackie Sheerer (412)367-3138             

No December Women’s lunch 

Jan. 31 Men’s breakfast; 8:00 am, Eat n’ Park Wexford I-79 & Rt. 910  

Feb. 9 Monthly Meeting and After-Christmas Party; 2:00 pm,         

Luciano’s Brick Oven, 116 Scharberry Lane, Mars PA 

FOR SALE 

Sears Air Compressor — 4 HP Horizontal 30 gallon Tank 

220 Volt  $150 
Call George Sabina (412) 779-9357 

Advertising Policy 

Free member classifieds: 

 Must be received by the 20th of the month. 

 Must be from members current on their dues. 

 Are limited to 50 words or less, and may include one photo if space permits. 

 Must state an asking price, except for miscellaneous parts. 

 Must have a club member as the contact. 

 Expire after three consecutive months unless the editor is notified otherwise. 
 

Preference is given to ads for antique and classic vehicles and parts. 
Please include the phone number and/or email address you want displayed. 
 

Other ads may be included on a space-available basis. 

The NHHAC News does not accept business advertising. 
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Sunday, February 9, 2020 

NHHAC Annual After-Christmas Party 
 

Auction to be held after dinner!  
Please bring an item or two to donate. All winning bids must be paid for same day. 

 

Luciano’s Brick Oven 

116 Scharberry Lane 

Mars, PA 16046 
 

Appetizers and Cash Bar 2:00 p.m.         Dinner 2:30 p.m. 

Buffet Menu:  Chicken and Salmon, Tossed Salad and Select Vegetables, 

Dessert, Coffee, Iced Tea, Hot Tea 
 

Reservation due by February 1   Membership must be current to register. 
Keep upper portion for your reminder. Return lower portion with payment. 

******************************************************************************** 
NHHAC Annual After-Christmas Party Reservation 

  Name(s) _____________________________________________________ 

  Phone # ________________________________ 

  Number attending ______________ @ $30     total  $__________________ 

  Dietary Needs:   

          ____ Gluten Free ____ Vegan ____ Sugar Free   Other: _____________ 

You MAY NOT order from the Luciano’s menu. 

Make check payable to NHHAC and return by February 1, 2020 to: 

Jack Swaney 

1140 Saxonburg Blvd.  

Saxonburg, PA 16056 

Pay Your 2020 $20 Annual NHHAC Membership Dues by January 1st 

Additional $5 late fee after January 1st  

Payable to NHHAC c/o Jack Swaney in person or mail to: 

Jack Swaney 

1140 Saxonburg Blvd.  

Saxonburg, PA 16056 



 

 

 

 

NORTH HILLS HISTORIC  AUTO CLUB 
 

 c/o Pat O’Neill 

675 Bairdford Road 

Gibsonia, PA  15044-7880 
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