NHHAC News

The Newsletter of the
North Hills Historic Auto Club
October 2019 | Volume 50 Issue 10

A Message from the President
Here we go!
It's that time of the year! Everywhere you look it's
pumpkin spice something, leaves are changing, days are
shorter and my air conditioner is running full blast.
Really, 90 degrees on October 1?
We had a nice turn out for the picnic. Thanks to Bonnie
and Jan Smith for organizing and arranging the feast.
Lots of yummy food from club members and lots of help with the clean up. Well done everyone!
Hope you all get a few more rides in the old cars and enjoy time with family and friends!
Your President,
Mary Jo

Because it's punny.....
I couldn’t work out how to fasten my seatbelt.
Then it clicked.

Corvette Trivia
The Corvette emblem has become famous in the automotive world, but it
has also gone through its fair share of changes. The original emblem
Chevrolet planned to use featured the American flag, however, four days
before the car's 1953 debut, it had to be changed due to it being illegal to
use the American flag to advertise a commercial product.
Chevrolet management decided to replace the flag with the brand's "Bowtie"
and a fleur-de-lis as a nod to the Chevrolet name's french origins. The
Corvette was a massive hit when it launched and the dual flags have
represented the car ever since.
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Minutes September 1, 2019
The meeting was called to order by President Mary Jo Phillips following the pledge of allegiance.
The August newsletter has not been distributed; therefore there was no vote on acceptance of
minutes. Treasurer’s report (estimate): $2,488.68. Joe Somerville accepted and Jack Swaney
seconded.
Wellness Report
Joe Acker had gall bladder surgery.
Old Business
We need a newsletter editor as Sean O’Neill will resign at the end of the year. There will also be
an opening for club secretary for next year.
New Business
Jennie Barker entered a motion that beginning 2020, our June, July, August meetings will be
held at the Mars Train Station at 7 p.m. the second Tuesday of each month.
The decision was accepted and the motion was passed.
Anyone with old club shirts no longer being worn are encouraged to bring to a meeting for a
“share” pile. Anyone interested in buying new shirt should contact Diane Otto
(dotto1208@aol.com or 412-821-2473.
Thanks to Jan and Bonnie Smith for arranging the September 8, 2019 picnic.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Mike Quinn.
Respectfully submitted,

Diane Otto, Secretary

Women's Lunch - Wed. October 9 at 11:30am
Over The Bar Bicycle Cafe at North Park Boathouse
10402 Pearce Mill Road. Allison Park, PA 15101
For reservations, please call:
Clarice Sabina (412)366.4959
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Email Information List
If you want to be included on the email list that informs members of
cancellations, member illnesses, and similar events between newsletters,
send a note to Sean O'Neill at nhhacnews@yahoo.com

Wellness and Condolences
For get-well cards, contact Jackie Sheerer:
(412) 367-3138 or redbug17@verizon.net
For funeral flowers/fruit baskets, contact Jack Swaney :
(724) 272-9405 or carnut123@hotmail.com

Is your information in the club directory
correct?
Send changes (address, phone, email, vehicles) to:
Pat O’Neill
675 Bairdford Road
Gibsonia, PA 15044-7880
(724) 768-7484

Officers and Directors

Appointive Positions

President
Mary Jo Phillips - (724) 316-8809
maryjo4458@yahoo.com

Historian
Position Open

Vice President
Ken Barker - (412) 486-2767

Flea Market Chair
Daryl Elliott - elliottdj50@gmail.com
(412) 600-9580

Treasurer
Jack Swaney - (724) 272-9405

Newsletter Editor
Sean O’Neill - nhhacnews@yahoo.com

Secretary
Diane Otto - (412) 821-2473

Merchandise Director
Diane Otto - dotto1208@aol.com
(412) 821-2473
Steve Illsley - (724) 553-8386

Directors
Steve Illsley, Past President
Bob Goetz, Term 2018
Jennie Barker, Term 2019
Ken Barker, Term 2020
Mary Jo Swaney, Term 2021

Webmaster
Pat O’Neill - p.oneill5020@gmail.com
(724) 768-7484
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An Out-of-this-World Corvette

By Sean O'Neill with credit to Historic Vehicle Association
In the world of antique cars, everyone knows Hagerty Insurance these days. As
an insurance agent myself, I have represented them for several years now and proudly
stand behind them -- and that's not just because I believe in their product, but because
of their service. Similarly, I have been impressed by the activism engrained in the
company culture towards promoting the preservation of automotive history. Their
claims adjusters spend hours upon hours in the company's new garage facility restoring
their own vehicles so as to better understand what their insureds have gone through
with their own Prides and Joys.
The company is also a major sponsor behind the Historic Vehicle Association
(HVA) and the ever-growing collection (“Register”) of cars admitted on the merits of exemplary engineering,
racing dominance, or historical significance. Vehicles on the register include the 1927 Ford “Fifteen Millionth”
Model T, the 1907 Thomas-Flyer that won the 1908 NY to Paris race, the 1968 Ford Mustang Fastback known
as “Bullitt-‘559,” President Reagan’s 1967 Willys CJ, and GM Futurliner No. 10.
With new inductees added each year, the HVA began showcasing the new class in a jewel case box on the
National Mall in Washington, D.C. Fortunately for me, I moved there in time to meet one of the newest classmates
of the 2019: a 1969 Chevrolet Corvette, known as the “Astrovette.”
During the Space Race era, General Motors had an agreement that any NASA astronaut could be leased
a brand new car for just $1/year. The crew of Apollo 12 decided to order matching Corvettes — because why not?
Of those three cars, this is the only surviving example, so it was fitting to be added to the HVA Register on the
50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing.
The iconic black over gold design of the Astrovette was created by legendary automotive designer Alex
Tremulis (designer of the 1947 Tucker 48 Prototype), with input from the Apollo 12 astronauts. Tremulis
proposed three different sketches for the trio of Corvettes which the Apollo 12 crew used to come up with the
final pattern to be put on their matching
cars. (It should be noted that the 1947
Tucker is also on the Register.)
Each of the three matching
Corvettes ordered by the Apollo 12 team
were identical except for one small
detail. The red, white, and blue stickers
on each fender were used to identify
which Corvette belonged to which
astronaut with the color corresponding
to their assigned colors for food
packaging aboard the space capsule.
Alan Bean’s color was blue and he was
the Lunar Module Pilot, thus the “LMP”
on the blue section of the sticker.
(continued)
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For the motorhead readers, don't think I've
forgotten about you. Each Astrovette came with a 427ci
Turbo-Jet V-8 producing 390-hp which may not have been
a Saturn V rocket, but it was plenty fast by Earth standards.

LMP XII = Lunar Module Pilot, Apollo 12

Have a friend that likes old cars too? Invite them to the NHHAC!
Application for membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney, P.O. Box
152, Mars, PA 16046. An application for membership is located on the club website at:
http://nhhaclub.com/membership-info/.
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Scenes from the Annual Fall Picnic
September 1, 2019 at His Kids Christian School, Butler, PA
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NHHAC Calendar of Events

October 3 - Steve's Lunch Tour

October 13 - Monthly Meeting, St. Alphonsus Church, 7:00pm
October 17 - Steve's Lunch Tour
November 10 - Monthly Meeting, St. Alphonsus Church, 7:00pm
December 8 - Monthly Meeting, St. Alphonsus Church, 7:00pm

Classifieds and Notices
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

New LePapillon car port for sale.
Erected and then taken down.
10' x 20' Paid $300, selling for
$200 so it gets out of our garage!
Call the Quinns at 412-487-1888

1994 Trans Am GT LT1; hard top,
mint condition; 70,000 miles, red
with charcoal interior
$13,000 OBO
Call Steve Illsley 724-625-1372

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

4 Mustang hubcaps; 4 Ford wire
wheel hupcaps; 4 rims for Mustang $150 OBO
Call the Muellers at 412.606.6510

2009 Harley Davidson Sportster
1200; only 2030 miles; $5,500 OBO.
Call George Mueller 724.775.3764
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