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A Message from the President
Spring has sprung!
The roads are clean and thoughts turn to driving
season!
Be sure to check out the club calendar for the tour
schedule. First up is Stephen Illsley’s annual trip to Seton
Hall, the last Sunday of April. The first and third
Thursday s from June to September will be lunch tours.
Old cars please!
Just a gentle reminder from the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation…..
“It is unlawful for any person to operate a motorcycle or vehicle with antique, classic or vintage
registration plates for general daily transportation. Permitted use shall be limited to participation
in club activities, exhibits, tours, parades, occasional transportation and similar uses.” Occasional
transportation and similar uses are defined as no more than one day a week.
INSPECTION - Classic vehicles are subject to an annual vehicle safety inspection. Antique vehicles
operated exclusively between sunrise and sunset are exempt from the normal lighting
requirements of the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code, but must have their original lighting equipment.
Antique vehicles are not subject to the annual vehicle safety inspection. Antique and classic
vehicles are not subject to emissions inspection.
While you’re at it, be sure to give your car a thorough safety check.
Fluids (oil and coolant), wipers, wheels and tires, steering, brake and clutch
Leaks, drive belts, spare wheel
Have a fire extinguisher and first aid kit on hand. Better safe than sorry!
Mary Jo Phillips
This month’s bad joke:
What kind of car does an egg drive?
(answer at the bottom of the Minutes on the next page)
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Minutes - March 10, 2019
On March 10, 2019, the meeting was called to order by President Mary Jo Phillips
following the pledge of allegiance.
Previous Minutes
There were no additions or corrections to the minutes of the February 10 meeting.
Minutes were accepted by Jennie Barker and seconded by Ken Barker.
Treasurer’s Report
$2,732.88, accepted by Steve Illsley and seconded by Bob Goetz.
Wellness Report
Jim Hetherington had heart valve replacement surgery and is doing well.
Old Business
Blackwater Falls - 20 people attended. A good time was had by all in spite of some fog.
His Kids School is reserved for picnic on September 8.
New Business
The following changes to the after-Christmas party were agreed: change time to 2:00 p.m.
Sunday afternoon, move party to second Sunday of March, and continue the auction with
members to donate items.
April 30 - brunch tour to Seton Hill. Contact Steve Illsley.
June 6 - first of Steve’s regular Thursday tours. Tours will be first and third Thursday each
month until September. Classic cars (20 years) and antique cars are expected whenever
possible.
Thanks to Mary Jo Phillips for an interesting and humorous presentation on motorcycles
and to Daryl Elliott for interesting ads for motorcycles.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Dave Carpenter.
Respectfully submitted,
Diane Otto, Secretary

President's Bad Joke Answer:
A Yolkswagen.
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Email Information List
If you want to be included on the email list that informs members of
cancellations, member illnesses, and similar events between newsletters,
send a note to Sean O'Neill at nhhacnews@yahoo.com

Wellness and Condolences
For get-well cards, contact Jackie Sheerer:
(412) 367-3138 or redbug17@verizon.net
For funeral flowers/fruit baskets, contact Jack Swaney :
(724) 272-9405 or carnut123@hotmail.com

Is your information in the club directory
correct?
Send changes (address, phone, email, vehicles) to:
Pat O’Neill
675 Bairdford Road
Gibsonia, PA 15044-7880
(724) 768-7484

Officers and Directors

Appointive Positions

President
Mary Jo Phillips - (724) 316-8809
maryjo4458@yahoo.com

Historian
Position Open

Vice Presidents
Ken Barker - (412) 486-2767

Flea Market Chair
Daryl Elliott - elliottdj50@gmail.com
(412) 600-9580

Treasurer
Jack Swaney - (724) 272-9405

Newsletter Editor
Sean O’Neill - nhhacnews@yahoo.com

Secretary
Diane Otto - (412) 821-2473

Merchandise Director
Diane Otto - dotto1208@aol.com
(412) 821-2473
Steve Illsley - (724) 553-8386

Directors
Steve Illsley, Past President
Bob Goetz, Term 2018
Jennie Barker, Term 2019
Ken Barker, Term 2020
Mary Jo Swaney, Term 2021

Webmaster
Pat O’Neill - p.oneill5020@gmail.com
(724) 768-7484
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NHHAC at Blackwater Falls
March 1-3, 2019
"We had a great time even though it was foggy. Clara
and Joe celebrated 57 years of marriage with a cake.
There was a wedding on Saturday and they tried to take
pictures outside." -- Dave Carpenter
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Upholstry Supplier LeBaron Bonney Files for Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
By Daniel Strohl, Hemmings Daily
After closing its doors late last week, the LeBaron Bonney
Company, a longtime supplier of reproduction interior and upholstery
kits for Ford and GM collector cars, has filed for bankruptcy.
According to Josh Burnett of Kitaeff and Associates, the law firm
representing the company, on Tuesday LeBaron Bonney filed for Chapter
7 bankruptcy, “which means that the company’s assets will be assigned to
a trustee and the assets will be sold” to satisfy any outstanding debts.
Burnett did not elaborate on what led up to the company’s
bankruptcy. Calls to the company went straight to voice mail and were
not returned.
When brothers Lee and Jack Atherton founded LeBaron Bonney in 1938, the furniture
company scions did so to provide rental bicycles to tourists from their summer home on Cape Cod.
They later tried a number of direct-mail business models selling historic maps, replica sailing vessels,
and handmade goods before they settled on the old-car upholstery reproduction business in 1959.
According to company lore, Lee Atherton had bought a Ford Model A to restore with his son
Barry but found nobody local willing to reupholster the interior or restore the convertible top. The
trimmers at his family’s furniture business took a
look, decided they could duplicate the interior and
top, and their results went on to win praise at oldcar shows. Atherton decided this was the business
opportunity he’d been looking for and started
packaging interior restoration kits that he could
sell worldwide using the mail-order business
model he and his brother had tried decades
earlier.
By the mid-1960s, with business booming
thanks to ads placed in Hemmings Motor News,
Atherton moved the company from Haverhill,
Massachusetts, into a 14,000-square-foot
building in Amesbury, then later expanded into a
29,000-square-foot building formerly occupied by
Biddle and Smart also in Amesbury. A carriagebuilding concern that dated back to the 1860s,
Biddle and Smart’s business switched to
supplying coachbuilt bodies to automobile
manufacturers in the early 1900s. According to
Michael Lamm, writing in Special Interest Autos,
the company reached its zenith in the 1920s and
ended up becoming the de facto coachbuilder for
Hudson for much of that decade. In a move to
save costs, however, Hudson switched to other
coachbuilders and, by 1931, Biddle and Smart had
gone out of business. (Continued on next page)
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NHHAC Calendar of Events

April 10 - Women's Lunch, 11:30am

April 14 - Monthly Meeting, St. Alphonsus Cafeteria, 7:00pm
April 26 - Men's Breakfast, Eat 'n Park on Rt. 910, 8:00am
May 8 - Women's Lunch, 11:30am
May 12 - Mother's Day - Meeting Moved
May 19 - Monthly Meeting, St. Alphonsus Cafeteria, 7:00pm
May 31 - Men's Breakfast, Eat 'n Park on Rt. 910, 8:00am
June 9 - Monthly Meeting, St. Alphonsus Cafeteria, 7:00pm
June 12 Women's Lunch, 11:30am
(Continued from previous page)
While the company expanded with the purchases of
Hampton Coach, ABC Auto Interiors, and EZ Boy Auto Interiors —
all intended to expand the company’s reach to owners and restorers
of cars beyond its core Ford Model A business — the company also
passed out of the Atherton family’s hands, a move that some
enthusiasts noted as detrimental to the company’s customer service
in recent years.
Still, Scott Holbrook, owner and president of the
company, had made plans for expanding the company into an
existing building in Wilton, Maine, as late as last summer.
According to the bankruptcy filing, LeBaron Bonney had
assets of $500,000 to $1 million against liabilities in the same
range.
Burnett said the bankruptcy process “can take a few months,
or significantly longer.” A meeting for the company’s creditors is
scheduled for April 25 in Boston.

Women's Lunch - Wed. April 10 at 11:30am
Firebirds Wood Fired Grill
7300 Cranberry Springs Drive
Seven Fields, PA 16068
For reservations, please call:
Cathy Payne (412)366.6891
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Classifieds and Notices
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

1975 Corvette L82, 350, 4 speed, Headers with Stainless Steel Exhaust,
T-Tops, Power Steering, Power Brakes, Power Windows, Tilt\Telescopic
Steering Column, Wire Wheels, Luggage Rack. Odometer reads about
58,000, not sure if it is correct. Runs good, drives good. $15,000 OBO.
Call or text Ray at (724) 612-4710

Craftsman Air
Compressor; comes
on rolling stand.
$80
Call Steve Illsley
(724)625-1372

Advertising Policy
Free member classifieds:
• Must be received by the 20th of the month.
• Must be from members current on their dues.
• Are limited to 50 words or less, and may include one photo if space permits.
• Must state an asking price, except for miscellaneous parts.
• Must have a club member as the contact.
• Expire after three consecutive months unless the editor is notified otherwise.
Preference is given to ads for antique and classic vehicles and parts.
Please include the phone number and/or email address you want displayed.
Other ads may be included on a space-available basis. The NHHAC News does not accept
business advertising.
NHHAC News is published monthly. All items for publication must be received no later than
the 20th of each month. Send submissions to Sean O'Neill, 675 Bairdford Road, Gibsonia,
PA 15044 or email to nhhacnews@yahoo.com. Any car or club-related news from the
membership is greatly appreciated.
Application for membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney, P.O. Box 152
Mars, PA 16046-0152. An application for membership is located on the club web- site at
http://nhhaclub.com/membership-info/.
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