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Hi Everyone, 
 
By this time you should have at least some of your cars 
shined up and ready to go. If you check carcruises.com, 
or BigAlsList.com, you'll see that the cruise season is al-
ready in full swing.  
 
Between our club's activities and all the other things avail-
able, there are plenty of things to do. I hope to see you all 
out and about this summer, 
especially at our car show.  
 
Happy Motoring. 
 

Jan 
 

http://carcruises.com
http://BigAlsList.com


NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 
 

2008 OFFICERS 

 
President: Jan Smith 
Vice President: Michael Quinn 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney  724-625-1442 
Secretary: Antoinette Quinn 
 

Directors Clara Dresbach  Past President    Jennie Barker  Term 2011 

   Carol Vivaldi  Term 2012  Joe Somerville  Term 2013 
   Rick Kelley  Term 2013 
 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Ed Sipp 
Flea Market Chairman: Bill Sheerer 
Car Show Chairman: Joe Somerville 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second  
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in Wex-
ford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be received no later than the 20

th
 of each month to 

MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club-related news from the 
membership is greatly appreciated.  
  

An application for membership is located on the club website at   http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for  

membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney  P.O. Box 152  Mars, PA 16046-0152.   
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, PA 
15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.  
  
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their 
immediate families. Please notify them at 100 Cherrington Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or call 412-487-2094 or email at 
van2001@verizon.net 

Email Information List 

If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of  

cancellations, member illnesses and similar things  

that happen between newsletters,  

send a note to Martha McEvoy        

marthamcevoy@comcast.net 

From the Editor: 

When sending information for the newsletter via email, kindly send information in plain text or 

as a word document. Refrain from using colored fonts and special effects such as bold fonts as 

it does not always transfer easily to the newsletter.    Thanks!  MJ 



Minutes of the North Hills Historic Auto Club 
 

April 11, 2010 
 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, President Jan Smith asked if there were any corrections or 
additions to the Minutes of March 14, 2010. There were none. Treasurer Jack Swaney re-
ported that there was $6,550.43 in the account. John Trn motioned to accept his report and 
Ron Underwood seconded. 
 
Steve Illsley reported that Frank Pribanic was not feeling too well. None of the prospective 
members, Robert May, Jason Belvedere, Russell Rieger and Kevin Bick, were present at the 
meeting. President Smith agreed to give them a call to invite them to the next meeting. 
Jan Smith received a thank you from VOICE for our donation to their organization. The Car 
Show booklet will indicate that the proceeds from the gate will benefit the Community Auto, a 
part of the North Hills Community Outreach Center. Jan Smith said he called the Tri-River 
Car Club Council and he will attend the meeting on April 19, 2010.  
 
Jackie Sheerer reported that, other than leaving someone behind, everyone had a good time 
at the Winter Getaway. Bob Cirilli was not present at the meeting so Ken Barker informed the 
Club that the Poker Run was on schedule and that the Mustang Club was co-sponsoring the 
event. The final stop will be LaCasa Narcisi Winery and 100% of the funds raised will benefit 
St. Barnabas Free Care Fund. 
 
Joe Sommerville finally was able to report that Jennie Barker would Chair the Registration 
Committee for the Car Show. John Kaiser volunteered to be this year’s Judge replacing Bob 
Cirilli who will be absent from the show this year. Please volunteer to help out at the Show. 
Get your show book ads to Joe DiSalvo as soon as you can.  
 
Pat O’Neill said that the Riverview Park Heritage Parade is scheduled for June 12

th
 at 11:30 

a.m. Ron Underwood reported that June 6-11th the AACA Founders Tour will be out of La-
trobe.  
 
Steve Illsley said that there was a 1947 Pickup in Bedford for sale if anyone wants it. If inter-
ested, call Steve. The April 25

th
 tour is going to Seton Hill University. May 23

rd
 we will be go-

ing to brunch at the Middle Road Inn and then to John and Fran Kaiser’s and then to the Fort 
Pitt Restoration Shop. Steve reported that there may be a trip going to Ohio around July 13

th
. 

More details to follow. Jan Smith indicated that he and Bonnie may be putting together a tour 
to a glassblowing company later this summer. Of course, we will stop to eat.  
 
Because of Mother’s Day, May’s meeting will be held on May 16, 2010.  
There being no further business to discuss, Michael Quinn moved to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Antoinette S. Quinn, Secretary 



Member Profile  
By: Joe Acker 

Chuck Weiss part II 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    With the exception of plugs and points every 10,000 miles or so, he had no problems with the car for 

the 5 years he owned it.  He put a dual exhaust system on the car at the naval base in San Francisco at the base 

hobby shop, with the help of his good friend Jack Phelps who had a 1950 Plymouth convertible. They are still 

friends today. That straight through exhaust and those steel packed mufflers really sounded good when you 

accelerated and backed off going over the Bay Bridge! 

    Chuck occasionally drag raced that car at the Santa Rosa dragstrip and at Paradise Mesa, the home of 

the Bean Bandits (led by Juaquin Arnett), who were the second guys to go 140 miles per hour in a quarter mile 

with their Olds dragster. The first to go 140 mph was Art Chrisman at the Santa Ana dragstrip a few months 

earlier.  Chuck went to the dragstrips on many Sundays while in the service in California. He also became in-

terested in Hot Rods and Road Racing during this time.  He was discharged from the Marine Corps in June of 

1954 and resumed school at Geneva, pursuing mechanical engineering. 

    In 1955, Chuck ordered a new 1955 Thunderbird sports car, which cost $2,182 and he got $900 for the 

beloved 1950 Ford with nearly 100,000 miles on it. It was still in excellent condition (body, engine, drive 

train) and the only car that he wished he still owned.! 

    The Chevys and Plymouths of the day would have had three valve jobs each and rings and bearings at 

least once. There was no comparison between the longevity of the Ford and its rivals at this time, 

    Chuck joined the SCCA Pittsburgh Region in late 1955 because he owned the 1955 Bird.  He found out 

quickly that a sports car was considered to be a Jag, an MG, a Triumph, an Austin Healy, a Porsche and the 

like. The first Corvettes had emerged with a 3 speed transmission, 2 x 4 barrel carburetors and a 265 cu. in. 

small block. These were barley tolerated and the Bird was not even considered as a sports car.  The Steel City 

Region however, treated Chuck very well and he met many new friends and car nuts there. 

Chuck decided to race the 1955 Bird at the Cumberland Airport road race track in May of  1956. He competed 

in the C & D Production Novice Race and took first place in the C-Production behind a Gullwing Mercedes 

and an Austin Healy (both D-productions) on the same lap, outlasting all of the Jags, Corvettes, and the rest of 

the Healys. So much for the Thunderbird not being sports car! 

    The second race was at the Akron Airport Road Course and another red Bird showed up from Kansas.  

The engine compartment looked nothing like Chuck’s. It had 2 x 4 barrel carbs, special heads, cam and high 

lift rocker arms.  This vehicle had a power kit used on Ford Stock Cars installed by the Peter Depaulo Factory 

Racing Team at the Daytona speed weeks in February. Since 1955 Birds were used as stock cars (Mike Kla-

pak), it was legal for Chuck to use these parts also.  However, no one at Morrow Motors parts department had 

any information on this modification.  They beat the bushes and found factory literature on the power kit and 

the dealership agreed to order it and charge Chuck only cost which was $368. 

    Chuck drove the Bird to Garden City, Michigan to the Ford National Parts Depot. He backed into the 

loading dock, took the removable fiberglass hard top roof off the car and they lowered the power kit box onto 

the right side seat using their overhead crane with great care.  They fabricated a small sturdy wooden box to fit 

on the floor in front of the seat to take some of the load off of the seat.  Chuck draped his heavy coat over the 

front of the box to protect the dash.  He also took a blanket to cover the seat and the rear of the box.  He said 

he was really lucky that the box fit into this space. He drove back to Pittsburgh and then had to decide how to 

go about installing the parts. He decided to remove and disassemble the engine so that he could also perform a 

precision balancing of the engine.  He took the rotating assembly to Pittsburgh Crankshaft and Sammy bal-

anced all the bits within a tenth of a gram. This was the only crank shop in the area that had the balancing 

equipment and technology to do the job. These guys were the best! 
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     Prior to installing the power kit, but af-

ter Akron, Chuck raced at Watkins Glen in Sep-

tember on their road course and finished 4 th in 

C-production.  The Nassau Speed Week was 

coming up in November and thanks to a letter 

written by George and Peg McClure to the Nas-

sau racing committee (led by Capt. Sherman F. 

Crise) they sent Chuck a “B” invitation 

(including a hotel  room at no charge) to partici-

pate. This was a really big event as it included 

racers from all over the United States and the 

world (including the Marquis de Portago, Stirling Moss, Roger Ward, Phil Hill, Carol Shelby and others) and 

only 100 vehicles were invited.  There were even rumors that Juan Fangio (Chuck’s favorite driver of all time) 

might attend, although he did not make it in the end. 

 Also included were the new factory prototype fuel injection Corvettes.  These were beautifully pre-

pared factory race cars (3 were white with blue stripes and one was blue with white stripes).  The Corvettes 

were quick when running. But various failures due to the prototype design of the parts would cause the vehicle 

to suddenly stop on the course. 

    General Motors had engineers and parts makers on site and were improving the cars for the entire week 

and a half.  We did reasonably well considering we were racing against some of the fastest cars in the world.  

This was the best event at the time and he was privileged to attend.  Chuck also participated this event in 1957 

and 1958.  By June of 1957, the Bird was really running strong and he broke the C-production lap record at the 

Glen by 5.4 seconds.  This record stood for two years and was broken by a tenth of a second in 1959. 

    Chuck and Fred Haller raced in the Veteran Motor Car Club of America transcontinental tours in 1976 

from Seattle to Philadelphia, in 1979 from Key West to Halifax, in 1982 from Pebble Beach to Amelia Island 

and in 1985 from Portland, Maine to Portland, Oregon. All of these races were done in Fred’s 1912 Hupmobile 

and where they were able to achieve an 80 mile per hour top speed.  I repeat, this was done in a 1912 Hupmo-

bile! 

    Chuck has also driven in the vintage races at Laguna Seca Raceway, the Ferrari Club National Meets 

and Pittsburgh’s own Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley Park. He was the ride and handling expert for a 1950 

Ford Coupe that ran the 2007 Peking to Paris Vintage Car Rally. 

    Chuck worked for the Ford Motor Company in Dearborn, Michigan as a mechanical engineer for 

nearly 40 years.  His expertise was in the body chassis NVH (noise, vibration, harshness), development, and 

ride handling.  He was on the 1989 Thunderbird Super Coupe (the Motor Trend Car of the year) engineering 

team and also on the 1988 Presidential Limousine team.  Near the end of his career at Ford, Chuck led the pro-

ject to update and upgrade the main test track in Dearborn. He visited many assembly plants throughout the 

country, which allowed him to locate unique cars in rust free zones after hours. 

    He enjoyed working for Ford every single day he was employed there.  The integrity of the company 

and the caliber of the mechanics and engineers he worked with there are unparalleled. Everyone involved was 

committed to building the best vehicle possible! 

   Chuck says he really enjoys being part of the NHHAC and feels these are a great bunch of car nuts to 

be associated with.  He also enjoyed his time in the Ford-Mercury Restorers Club when he lived in Detroit.  He 

said this club was very similar to our club. 

 Chuck is lucky to have a daughter, son-in-law, and grandson who are also interested in cars and have 

participated with him in many events.  His wife is also a very special lady, who has put up with his obsession 

for nearly 50-years and participated in much of the event preparation and organization. 
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ATTENTION NEW MEMBERS! 
 

 You must have your own auto insurance and provide proof of  
such insurance before you go on any club trips. 

 
Just see me at a club meeting. You can’t miss me. 

Stephen Illsley 

 Thanks to the NHHAC members for all of the hospital visits, cards 

and phone calls after my recent heart surgery. I knew before the surgery 

that the members were a special group, but I never expected to hear 

from so many. 

 My deepest thanks and appreciation as all the good wishes and 

prayers helped. 

 

 Randy Fusco  

 

When you want to look your best for car club outings this spring and summer,  
but you don't want to break the bank, try a NHHAC tee or polo shirt. 

 

Colors for tee shirts are available in purple passion, pebble gray, or earth-tone tan. 
 

Ladies' and men's polo shirts are available in purple passion. 
 

We also have jackets that are ideal for those cool spring days  
and cool summer nights. 

 

Orders are normally available in a month's time. 
 

Stop by our Club Garment Shoppe prior to our monthly meetings.    
We can fit you with a garment to meet your liking. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

     ANNUAL CAR SHOW   SUNDAY JUNE 6       ! 

Contact the chairperson listed to offer assistance 

*Areas of Greatest Need! 

 
You joined the club, now join the fun! Yes, it is fun. This is a major event for this 

club and requires major effort by EVERYONE!  Judging, Registration and Show 

Parking NEED lots of help. SIGN UP NOW! 

   

Show Chairperson Joe Somerville  C 412-443-9425 

H 412-939-2984 

*Judging  John Kaiser 412-486-3050 

*Registration  Jennie Barker  412-486-2767 

jennieandken@yahoo.com 

*Parking (show) Rick McClure 724-933-9203 

*Refreshment Stand Suzanne Acker 412-364-3875 

Gates Jackie Sheerer 412-367-3138 

Parking (public)  Bill Watt 412-364-3176 

Advertisement Ernie Rensi 412-318-4919 

Flea Market Steve Parise 412-367-4928 

*Show Book Joe DiSalvo 724-776-7339 

Pop Steve Illsley 724-625-1372 

PA System Jan Smith 724-282-3320 

50/50 Raffle Warren Smith 724-776-4780 

Road Signs Jack Dougherty 

Phil Deakin 

412-486-3808 

412-367-2146 

Posters Pat O’Neill 412-487-8512 

Kid’s Choice Rick Kelley 724-443-5046 

Trophy Signs Suzanne Acker 412-364-3875 



We want YOU To Sell an Ad  

for the Car Show Program Book 
By May 16 

$5 buys you a one line patron ad!  

What a bargain! 

 

1/8 page =  $25   1/4 page =  $40 

1/2 page =  $60   Full page = $100 

Trophy Sponsor =  ad cost + $25 

 

Please call Joe DeSalvo724-776-7339 

       v43xcc2@yahoo.com 

TOUR INFORMATION 

 

May 23  Garage Tour 

 This tour may be especially beneficial for new members. We’ll be going to John and 

Fran Kaiser’s place to see a great collection of cars, many of which John built himself. They 

also have a great museum which is worth seeing. 

 We will then be going to Sharpsburg to visit the Fort Pitt Classic Cars Restoration Shop. 

They are opening on Sunday just for us, so please lets give a good showing from our club. This 

place does everything in restoration from A to Z. Who knows? You may need their service 

some day. 

 So, if you have not seen John’s cars and stuff or the Fort Pitt Restorations Shop, then 

this is a tour  you should not miss.  

 Call Steven Illsley for more details  724-625-1372 

 

July 13  Ohio Tour 

 For those of you who have asked for a weekday tour over the past years as you cannot 

make weekends, then please plan to attend this Tuesday tour. This will be a one-day trip. 

 We have a lot of things and places to see, so it will be a fairly long day, but it will be 

well worth your time. 

 Call Steve Illsley 724-625-1372 or Bill Sheerer 412-364-3138 for more details. 



   

 

 

 Mark Your Calendar 
 

Apple Blossom Festival and Car Cruise 
 

When:  Saturday May 8 
Meet:   Avalon, PA 
Information: Bob Stauffer  412-486-7977 

 
Pennies for Patients Poker Run 

 
When:  Sunday May 16 
Meet:   9—11 am  Tom Henry Chevrolet  
$10 per hand 
Information: Bob Cirilli  724-449-3323 
 

Wednesday Lunch Tour and Ice Cream Stop 
 
When:  Wednesday May 19 
Meet:   11:45 am  Uncle Bob’s Restaurant  Mars, PA 
R.S.V.P.:  Steve Illsley  724-553-8386 
 

Garage Tour 
 
When:  Sunday May 23 
Meet:   10:00 am Middle Road Inn for brunch 
Destination: Kaiser’s and Fort Pitt Classic Cars 
R.S.V.P.:  Steve Illsley  724-553-8386 

 
Sewickley Memorial Day Parade 

 
When:  Monday May 31 
Meet:   Frederick Street off of Broad Street 
R.S.V.P.:  Bob Moore  412-487-4557 
 
 

Wednesday Lunch Trip 
 
When:  Wednesday June 2 
Destination: Details at meeting 

    R.S.V.P.:  Steve Illsley  724-553-8386 



ANTIQUE AUTO TOUR ETIQUETTE 

 

 

These Common Sense Rules should make all future tours more enjoyable for all participants. People do not 

realize that doing certain things can disrupt the whole tour. In the past few years, several tours that were con-

ducted by the Club had participants going off on their own and doing their own thing. These folks did not ex-

tend the common courtesy to the Tour Director of sharing their plans. Tour Directors bear responsibility for 

the group when they undertake a tour.  Please follow these rules if you plan to participate in any Club Tours. 

 

If you sign up for a tour and you find out that you cannot attend, please do the common sense thing of letting 

your Tour Director know you will not be attending. Waiting for someone to show up for a tour that said 

they would attend shows disrespect not only to the Tour Director but to all of the other participants who 

have shown up on time and are ready to go. 

 

If you don’t sign up for a tour don’t show up at the last minute and expect to participate. Tour Director has 

made reservations and given number attending to the restaurant or event. Last minute changes are not 

always welcome. 

 

Don’t just up and leave a tour and go home or go off on your own to do something not on the tour agenda, 

without talking to your Tour Director.  If you don’t like what the tour director planned, don’t go on the 

tour – do your own thing. 

 

If you are on an ANTIQUE AUTO TOUR and you decide to bring a modern car, please stay at the back of 

the caravan. Do not intermingle with the old cars. 

 

When the Tour Director calls everyone together at the start of the Tour, he/she is not talking to hear their 

own voice. They have something important to tell you to make the tour be successful. Please stop your 

personal conversations for the minute or two the Tour Director is talking and listen to what is said. All 

participants will benefit from this. 

 

As part of good touring etiquette, please follow the instructions on how to get to our destination, whether 

those instructions are written, oral, walkie-talkie, etc.  If everyone does what they are supposed to, then 

everything will work out okay. 

 

Last, but certainly not least, please pay attention to the auto behind you.  When you make a turn, if you do 

not see the car behind you, stop at the turn in a position that the car behind you will see your car when 

they catch up with the group.  The person in front of you will be doing the same thing and waiting for 

you at the next turn.  You must remain in easy viewing distance so others will know where to turn.  If we 

all do this, no one will get lost! 

 

It is most important that when traveling in the tour caravan, that you leave adequate space between you and 

the next car for those other cars on the road to pass you and get in.  Our tour people tend to follow the 

next car in less than 100 feet, almost tailgating the next car.  Remember other people are out on the road 

perhaps going to work and need to get by our caravan.  Watch for these people trying to pass and leave at 

least a city block between you and the next car, so the passing car can get in.  Watch your rear view mir-

ror and when you see a car trying to pass, check to see if another car is coming from the other direction, 

and if it is clear, hand signal to the passing car to proceed around you.  If you can, pull to the right as far 

as you can to help indicate to them you want them to pass. 

 

All of this is just common sense and respect for your fellow tour participants. 



FOR SALE 

 

1966 Ford Mustang Convertible. 6 cyl. automatic. Black with red interior and 

white top.  Asking $18,500.  Call Richard or Patty at 724-935-1442.    

1965 Mustang Parts—$150  tranny, rear end bumpers and other parts 

 call Roy Smith 724-899-3643 

 

FOR SALE: 1980 Triumph TR7   

6675 original miles, new top $5500 

1981 Triumph TR8 

44,325 original miles new top, new interior to install 

Call George Misic 412-486-8566 

 

FOR SALE: 1966 Mustang convertible, blue with white top  6 cylinder automatic 

asking $13,500   Contact Bob at 724-339-8844 

 

FOR SALE: 1973 Red Mercedes Benz 450SL, hard and soft top (replaced 

1998), 84,000 miles,  $13,000. or best offer.  Call 412-366-5157. 

 

FOR SALE: Riley two port overhead valve head for Model A or B engine 

It will double the h.p. of your engine. Includes all parts needed and instruction 

book. $2000.00 Call Bud Lawton 724-935-4160 or 724- 312-6662 

 

 

Restoration Services  

Collectable and/or Classic Cars & Trucks   Full-body rotisserie or partial body 

restorations and/or mechanical upgrades/customization including plastic media 

paint removal, body and chassis repairs, complete mechanical services,  state in-

spection, and high quality painting. Call 412-781-2277 for Ron or view website 

www.FortPittClassicCars.com  
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http://www.FortPittClassicCars.com
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