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Hi Everybody, 
 
      At the May meeting, a comment was made that our club 
does too much "socializing" and not enough "car stuff".  Personally, 
I think socializing is a big part of our hobby, but it brings up a good 
point. Should we be doing something more, something different? 

 On one hand, we have a nice turn-out at the monthly meet-
ings, and the tours are usually well attended. Apparently, members 
are happy with these activities. On the other hand, maybe we 
should try something different.  

The Butler Old Stone House Region Club is restoring a 1920 
Standard. Maybe there is a museum or historical society that could 
use our help. It's something to think about. We'll talk more about 
this at the June meeting.  
                         
See you soon,  
                       
 Jan 



NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 
 

2008 OFFICERS 

 
President: Jan Smith 
Vice President: Michael Quinn 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney  724-625-1442 
Secretary: Antoinette Quinn 
 

Directors Clara Dresbach  Past President    Jennie Barker  Term 2011 

   Carol Vivaldi  Term 2012  Joe Somerville  Term 2013 
   Rick Kelley  Term 2013 
 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Ed Sipp 
Flea Market Chairman: Bill Sheerer 
Car Show Chairman: Joe Somerville 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second  
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in Wex-
ford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be received no later than the 20

th
 of each month to 

MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club-related news from the 
membership is greatly appreciated.  
  

An application for membership is located on the club website at   http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for  

membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney  P.O. Box 152  Mars, PA 16046-0152.   
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, PA 
15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.  
  
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their 
immediate families. Please notify them at 100 Cherrington Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or call 412-487-2094 or email at 
van2001@verizon.net 

Email Information List 

If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of  

cancellations, member illnesses and similar things  

that happen between newsletters,  

send a note to Martha McEvoy        

marthamcevoy@comcast.net 

From the Editor: 

When sending information for the newsletter via email, kindly send information in plain text or 

as a word document. Refrain from using colored fonts and special effects such as bold fonts as 

it does not always transfer easily to the newsletter.    Thanks!  MJ 



Minutes of the North Hills Historic Auto Club 
May 16, 2010 

  

       After the Pledge of Allegiance, President Jan Smith asked if there were any  
corrections or additions to the Minutes of April 11, 2010. There were none. Treasurer 
Jack Swaney reported that there was $6,015.97 in the account. Ernie Rensi motioned 
to accept his report and Ken Barker seconded. 
 Frank Pribanic reported that JoAnn Stauffer had surgery and Herb Scott passed 
away. President Jan Smith indicated that he called Robert May, Jason Belvedere, 
Russell Rieger and Kevin Bick. Robert May did not answer. Jason Belvedere is busy 
in the summer. Russell Rieger will try to come to the May meeting (He did not show 
up.) Kevin Bick did not call back. 
     Jan Smith said we were invited to the Ross Township Independence Day parade 
on July 4

th
. He also indicated that the Ambridge Area Chamber of Commerce was 

having 3 car cruises this summer. Blueberry Hill will be the location for the 2
nd

 Annual 
Spina Bifida Association Summer Festival on Sunday, August 8

th
. Judy and Tom 

Tarowsky requested some antique cars for their son’s wedding at St. Alphonsus 
Church on June 12, 2010. No one volunteered to take them to North Park for pictures 
and to Camelot for the reception. The Tarowskys will pay for the service.  
 Wexford Starlite is looking for volunteers to help at the Friday night cruises. 
Frank Pribanic informed the Club that on July 18th Dave Collette is having his annual 
picnic. No reservations are necessary. Bring a side dish. Jan Smith attended the  
Tri-River Car Club Council meeting. They are looking for members. Mary Lou Swaney 
motioned to table the topic and Jen Barker seconded. Pat O’Neill reminded us that the 
Riverview Park Heritage Parade is scheduled for June 12

th
 at 11:30 a.m. Bob Cirilli  

reported that the Poker Run was a success. There were a lot of Club member’s cars 
there as well as Mustangs and Thunderbirds.  
     Steve Illsley said a lunch tour is scheduled for June 16

th
. On July 13

th
 a tour is 

going to Ohio. Please step up and volunteer to do a tour. John Kaiser raised the issue 
of tour planners receiving compensation for their several dry runs to plan tours and to 
help defray the cost of a last tour day banquet. Mary Jo Phillips objected to the idea of 
banquet funding indicating that not everyone is available for weekday tours so Club 
money should not be used.  
     As concerns the Car Show, John Kaiser asked for more judges for the Car 
Show. Bill Watt requested more volunteers for public parking. Jennie Barker noted 
some changes to the registration process. Michael Quinn volunteered to call Club 
members to ask for their help at the Car Show.  
 Jim Cutilli motioned to adjourn the meeting and Mary Lou Swaney seconded. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Antoinette S. Quinn, Secretary 
 



Member Profile  
By: Joe Acker 

Jim and Sue Ann Driscoll 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 This month I talked to a long time member of the club.  In checking the records, I noted that Jim Dris-

coll was our Treasurer in 1978.  Now that goes back over 30 years so I guess he has had the old car interest a 

very long time.  In fact, he tells me that he has always been interested in cars even as a small kid!  Jim and his 

wife Sue Ann live in Shaler Township and currently have a 1980 Fiat X19 in their garage. 

    When Jim was just eight years old, he built a car out of wood, buggy wheels and an orange crate and 

had his buddies push him around the neighborhood. A few years later, he entered a car in the Soap Box Derby. 

It was then sponsored by Chevrolet and held at North Park. 

    Jim got behind the steering wheel at the very early age 16, and bought his first real car. It was a 1940 

Chevrolet Business Coupe. A business coupe for that year had no back seat, but that didn’t stop Jim from tak-

ing seven kids to high school every day!  I guess that caused some driver distraction, but today kids are on the 

cell phone and texting while driving.  This car sparked Jim’s interest in fixing old cars.  Back then the craze 

was to de-chrome a car and turn it into a mild custom, and this Jim did!   He paid only $60 for the Chevy and 

two years later the transmission went bad.  He then sold the car to a man who made it into a stock car and 

raced it. 

    After graduating from high school, Jim enlisted into the Army and was schooled as a mechanic. This 

paid off as upon discharge, he got a job in a body shop as a helper. His interest in the automobile continued as 

his job was restoring and repairing wrecked cars. 

    Jim had always wanted to build a car, so aside from his job in 

car repair, decided to fulfill that dream and bought a kit car. He pur-

chased a kit from a dentist from Forest Hills. It was a replica of a 

1929 Bugati to be built on a Volkswagen frame.  Jim said it seemed 

to him like all dentists like to get their hands greasy, and this dentist 

also raced dirt track cars.  I guess this dentist liked to get lots of dust 

in his face as well! 

    It took Jim three months to build the Bugati.  (He must have 

worked on it every night after work and on weekends!) The donor car 

was a Karmann-Ghia.  His two sons, Kirk and Jimmy, who were 11 

and 12 years old, helped him with sanding the frame, cleaning parts 

and anything else he could 

get them to do.  The Bugati was a two seater sports car.  When the 

family went for a ride, the two boys would have to sit under the pas-

senger side dash board.  Jim points out that this was an era before 

seat belts became mandatory! 

 This was the car that Jim owned when he joined the NHHAC 

in 1976, and said they had lots of fun with this car, taking it to car 

shows and parades. At the same time Jim was building the Bugati, 

Carl Canales bought an Alfa Romeo kit car from the same dentist!  

Jim and Carl compared notes and became friends. 

   Years later, Jim sold the Bugati to a woman from Kansas 

who was here in Pittsburgh visiting her grandmother. She saw Jim’s 

ad in the paper, came and looked at the car, liked it and bought it!  

The car was not only a two seater, but had no top!   (Can you guess what’s coming here?)  She drove it back to 

Kansas and it rained during the whole trip. 

Chassis for the Bugati 



        At that time Jim was living across street from the late Chuck Alimena and a neighbor of Frank Pri-

banic and the late Bernie Malush. It was Chuck that took Jim to his first club meeting.  Two years later Jim 

was elected to serve as treasurer. 

    One of Jim’s proudest restorations was a 1934 Packard originally built for and owned by the famous 

movie star Jeanette MacDonald.  It was a chauffeur driven limousine, all black and looked as though it was as 

long as 2 Model A Fords. Jim did the body restoration for a friend who had purchased the Packard from a mu-

seum in Philadelphia.  A few years after it was completed, Jims’ friend sold the 34’ Packard to a casino in Las 

Vegas for well over $300,000. 

    Jim says he has always seemed to be attracted to small foreign cars. When his 2 boys where in high 

school, he bought them a 1974 Honda 600 Hatch Back Coupe.  It had a two cylinder air cooled engine and was 

front wheel drive.  He painted it in Pittsburgh Steeler colors, black and gold.  It was so light that the boy’s 

friends used to lift it up from the school parking lot and put 

it on the side walk! 

   Jim and Sue Ann have owned four Fiats, a 124 Spi-

der, an 850 Convertible and two X19s.  The first Fiat X19 

Jim purchased was from a used car lot in McKees Rocks.  It 

ran good, but it looked terrible.  It looked so bad that he was 

ashamed to take it home to Sue Ann. So he took it to his 

shop on a Friday night, repaired the rush holes and changed 

the color from blue to red.  This of course meant painting 

the entire car, both inside and out.  The next day at 4:00 in 

the afternoon, he was driving a beautiful newly painted red 

Fiat home to a happy wife! 

    The car they now own is another 1980 Fiat X19.  

Jim bought it from a man in Prospect who intended to re-

store it. He took it all apart and did most of the body work.  

Jim bought it from him “as is.”  It came home to Shaler on a 

flat bed truck.  Jim then  

reassembled, repainted and reupholstered it. 

 Mixed in there with his other old cars was a 1964 Ford Thunderbird Coupe.  Since the T-Bird was 

green and Jim is Irish, they decided to enter the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in downtown Pittsburgh.  It was their 

first experience with a big parade, so they just went downtown to the staging area at the Civic Arena and got in 

line.  Everyone loved the green car and they felt like celebrities as they waved to everybody along the parade 

route. 

   They bought the Thunderbird at the Oakmont Car Show, where it was awarded first place in its class.  The 

young man they bought it from had spent two years of labor and lots of money restoring it.  Sue Ann really 

loved that car and enjoyed touring and taking it to shows.  It was a real trophy winner. 

      

Sue Ann with the 1980 Fiat X19 

Jim with the 64 

TBird at  Gimbel’s 

(remember that 

store?) for the  

annual NHHAC 

show. 

Recognize anyone 

else? 



Member Profile, continued. 

 

Jim, like many of us has a second 

hobby. This past time also has to do 

with vehicles, bicycles! About five 

years ago he started riding bikes 

around the trails along the 3 rivers in 

Pittsburgh. He started noticing some 

unusual looking bikes that he had never seen before. 

    These bikes are called recumbent.  Jim went on line and looked up all of the in-

formation he could find on these bikes.  The big challenge was to build one for him-

self.  It seemed that most recumbent bicycles are home built.  Once he got the bike 

built, he was hooked on riding.  He now owns three recumbents and a bicycle built for 

two, which he also built himself. Jim is always looking for someone to ride with, so if 

anyone is interested, give him a call. 

From Tour Director Steve Illsley: 

 

May 19 Lunch Tour 

This tour was a great success. We had nine cars with 18 participants. The weather was great, 

food was good, ice cream was good, and of course, the company was great. There are some 

nice tours lined up for the coming months, so if at all possible, try to make a couple or all! 

 

May 23 Garage Tour 

The tour was a huge success. We had 40+ for brunch and 60+ at John and Fran Kaiser’s and 

the Restoration Shop. It was a beautiful day. No rain and sun shine in the afternoon. Thanks to 

all who came to make it such a nice event. I think Kaiser’s was the highlight of the day. 



Your help is required June 6 Car Show 

 On May 6, we lost a real legend in the car hobby.  

Herb Scott not only drove one of the nicest antique cars, 

but raced stock cars in his younger years plus owned an 

auto repair garage in Wexford for 50 years.  One could 

not be more involved in automobiles than Herb.  Many 

of you saw his beautiful light green 1940 Ford Converti-

ble on the road or at his favorite cruise on Friday nights 

in Wexford. 

    He began racing stock cars in 1948 and 31 years later, he had set racing records 

here and in Ohio and West Virginia.  His driving accomplishments came in several types 

of race cars including roadsters, modifieds, sprints and late models. He was inducted 

into the Western Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame. He was also inducted 

into the Lernerville, and Pocono Speedways  Halls of Fame, plus the National Dirt, and 

Pittsburgh Circle Tracks Halls of Fame, just to name a few of these awards. 

   Herb and his wife Patricia were married in 1949 and little did she realize she was 

teaming up with a man who would stay in racing that long, and who would chalk up 

these impressive records.  

   People questioned why Herb retired from racing while he was at the top of his 

game.  Herb said he was getting light headed from time to time. He was racing at 

Schmucker’s Speedway in Latrobe in 1979.  He was leading the feature race when there 

was a caution flag at the half way point for an accident. The race was stopped with all of 

the cars lined up on the front straightaway. The drivers got out of their cars and while 

Herb was leaning against his car  

number 7, began getting light headed again. 

    Herb said, and I quote, “I looked up and made a deal with the Lord.  I said if you 

let me finish this race, I will quit!  I won that race and sold the car the very next day”.  

That was his final race in a very successful career that included a record 520 feature race 

events wins! 

   Their son Richard “Deek” also got into racing in the claimers and semi late divisions 

and later moved into the modified and late model ranks. In 1983, Deek began running 

his dad’s auto repair business, when Herb had heart triple bypass surgery. 

   Not only did I know Herb from our friendship in the old car hobby, but spent 

many pleasant hours with him involving our mutual interest in collecting antique toys. 

We would refer to our hobbies as our big toys and our little toys! Herb was 83, and will 

be greatly missed by all of us who had the honor of knowing him.   

 

By Joe Acker 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

     ANNUAL CAR SHOW   SUNDAY JUNE 6       ! 

Contact the chairperson listed to offer assistance 

*Areas of Greatest Need! 

 
You joined the club, now join the fun! Yes, it is fun. This is a major event for this 

club and requires major effort by EVERYONE!  Judging, Registration and Show 

Parking NEED lots of help. SIGN UP NOW! 

   

Show Chairperson Joe Somerville  C 412-443-9425 

H 412-939-2984 

*Judging  John Kaiser 412-486-3050 

*Registration  Jennie Barker  412-486-2767 

jennieandken@yahoo.com 

*Parking (show) Rick McClure 724-933-9203 

*Refreshment Stand Suzanne Acker 412-364-3875 

Gates Jackie Sheerer 412-367-3138 

Parking (public)  Bill Watt 412-364-3176 

Advertisement Ernie Rensi 412-318-4919 

Flea Market Steve Parise 412-367-4928 

*Show Book Joe DiSalvo 724-776-7339 

Pop Steve Illsley 724-625-1372 

PA System Jan Smith 724-282-3320 

50/50 Raffle Warren Smith 724-776-4780 

Road Signs Jack Dougherty 

Phil Deakin 

412-486-3808 

412-367-2146 

Posters Pat O’Neill 412-487-8512 

Kid’s Choice Rick Kelley 724-443-5046 

Trophy Signs Suzanne Acker 412-364-3875 



   

 

 

 Mark Your Calendar 
 

 
Wednesday Lunch Tour and Ice Cream Stop 

 
When:  Wednesday June 2 
Meet:   11:45 am  Steve’s Barber Shop on Middle Road 
Destination: Johnny G’s in Verona 
R.S.V.P.:  Jim or Ann Cutuli   724-265-3238 
 

Wednesday Lunch Tour and Ice Cream Stop 
 
When:  Wednesday June 16 
Meet:   11:15 am  Steve’s Barber Shop on Middle Road 
Leaving:  11:30 am sharp! 
R.S.V.P.:  Frank Pribanic 412-487-2094 or sign up at the meeting 
 

Ross Township Independence Day Parade 
 
When:  Sunday July 4 
Meet:   2:00 p.m. Parking Lot of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Perrysville 
Start:   3:00 p.m. 
Destination: North on Perry Highway and end at Brandt’s Funeral Home 
R.S.V.P.:  Mike or Cathy Paine  412-366-6891 
   *There's always an enthusiastic crowd at this parade! 

Wednesday Lunch Tour and Ice Cream Stop 
 
When:  Wednesday July 7 
Meet:   11:00 am  Train Station   Mars, PA 
Destination: W. Rick’s Restaurant and Bantam Museum, Butler   
R.S.V.P.:  Pat and Ken Brennan   724-865-2929 
 
 
 
*Please refer to April and May newsletters for Antique Auto Tour Etiquette 
 
 

 



 Mark Your Calendar 
 

 
OHIO 

 
When:  Tuesday July 13 
Meet:   8:00 am  Parking Lot near Krispy Kreme Donuts in Cranberry  
Return:  approximately 6 pm 
R.S.V.P.:  Steve Illsley 724-625-1372 H   724-553-8386 C 
   Or sign up at July meeting 
Itinerary:  Maxwell China then a late breakfast 
   Columbiana antique shops 
   T.P. Tools and Equipment and Auto Museum 
   Gift Shop 
   Budd’s Auto and Truck—old stuff salvage yard 
   Dinner at Ben’s Restaurant  
   Ice Cream 
 

Indian Lake, PA 
 
When:  Sunday August 29 
Meet:   8:30 am  Oakmont-Plum Plaza on the PA Turnpike 
Leaving:  9:00 am sharp! 
Note:   This is an antique car trip, but I would not bring a Model “A” or 
any    car that might be too slow for turnpike traffic. 
R.S.V.P.:  by August 22   Steve Illsley 724-625-1372 H   724-553-8386 C 
 
 
 

 
Look at those 

smiles!  

 

McClure and Son 

enjoying the  

Kaiser collection. 

 

Tours are fun! 



FOR SALE 

 

1966 Ford Mustang Convertible. 6 cyl. automatic. Black with red interior and 

white top.  Asking $16,500.  Call Richard or Patty at 724-935-1442.    

1965 Mustang Parts—$150  tranny, rear end bumpers and other parts 

 call Roy Smith 724-899-3643 

 

FOR SALE: 1980 Triumph TR7   

6675 original miles, new top $5500 

1981 Triumph TR8 

44,325 original miles new top, new interior to install 

Call George Misic 412-486-8566 

 

FOR SALE: 1966 Mustang convertible, blue with white top  6 cylinder automatic 

asking $13,500   Contact Bob at 724-339-8844 

 

FOR SALE: 1973 Red Mercedes Benz 450SL, hard and soft top (replaced 

1998), 84,000 miles,  $13,000. or best offer.  Call 412-366-5157. 

 

FOR SALE: Riley two port overhead valve head for Model A or B engine 

It will double the h.p. of your engine. Includes all parts needed and instruction 

book. $2000.00 Call Bud Lawton 724-935-4160 or 724- 312-6662 

 

Restoration Services  

Collectable and/or Classic Cars & Trucks   Full-body rotisserie or partial body 

restorations and/or mechanical upgrades/customization including plastic media 

paint removal, body and chassis repairs, complete mechanical services,  state in-

spection, and high quality painting. Call 412-781-2277 for Ron or view website 

www.FortPittClassicCars.com  

 
Your help is required June 6 Car Show 

http://www.FortPittClassicCars.com


North Hills Historic Auto Club   

 

 

North Hills Historic Auto Club 
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4077 Branding Place 

Allison Park, PA 15101-2963 
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