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Hi Everyone, 
 
At last month's meeting, we had a great  
discussion about the car show we never had.  
So, that excitement is over for the year. 
  
The rest of the summer can be spent doing tours, 
parades, cruises, and picnics.  
 
In keeping with our "don't forget it's a car club" 
theme, at the July meeting, I'd like members to tell 
us about their car projects, a recently purchased 
car or truck, or maybe you've 
finished a car recently. Bring 
pictures if you have them. It'll be 
fun.  
 
See you soon, 
 



NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB 
 

2008 OFFICERS 

 
President: Jan Smith 
Vice President: Michael Quinn 
Treasurer: Jack Swaney  724-625-1442 
Secretary: Antoinette Quinn 
 

Directors Clara Dresbach  Past President    Jennie Barker  Term 2011 

   Carol Vivaldi  Term 2012  Joe Somerville  Term 2013 
   Rick Kelley  Term 2013 
 

Appointive Positions 
Historian:  Ann  Cutuli 
Flea Market Chairman: Bill Sheerer 
Car Show Chairman: Joe Somerville 
Car Show Prog. Book Joe DiSalvo 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661 

 
The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second  
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in Wex-
ford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter. 
 
The newsletter is published monthly.  All articles for publication must be received no later than the 20

th
 of each month to 

MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com.  Any car or club-related news from the 
membership is greatly appreciated.  
  

An application for membership is located on the club website at   http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for  

membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney  P.O. Box 152  Mars, PA 16046-0152.   
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.    
 
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, PA 
15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.  
  
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their 
immediate families. Please notify them at 100 Cherrington Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or call 412-487-2094 or email at 
van2001@verizon.net 

Email Information List 

If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of  

cancellations, member illnesses and similar things  

that happen between newsletters,  

send a note to Martha McEvoy        

marthamcevoy@comcast.net 

From the Editor: 

When sending information for the newsletter via email, kindly send information in plain text or 

as a word document. Refrain from using colored fonts and special effects such as bold fonts as 

it does not always transfer easily to the newsletter.    Thanks!  MJ 



Minutes of the North Hills Historic Auto Club 
June 13, 1010 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, President Jan Smith asked if there were any correc-
tions or additions to the Minutes of May 16, 2010. There were none.  
 
Treasurer Jack Swaney reported that there was $4,426.06 in the account. Jennie 
Barker motioned to accept his report and Ken Barker seconded. 
 
Frank Pribanic had no illness report. Karen Sawn, Michael Quinn’s sister, was a guest 
at the meeting. Jan Smith announced three new members, Joe and Mary Ellen Galla-
gher and Lou Sebastian. They were not in attendance. A discussion was held as to 
whether Ron, the owner of Fort Pitt Classic Cars, was a member of the Club. It was 
noted that he paid his dues but never attended a meeting for the Club members to 
meet him. Jan Smith will call him to ask him to the next meeting. 
 
Pat O’Neill received a thank you note from Herb Scott’s family for the  
flowers. 
 
Joe Sommerville spoke about the annual car show being cancelled. Having a rain 
date in the future was discussed but no rain date this year. It was decided that ven-
dors should maybe pay a little more. The food was donated to a charitable venue. We 
are going to offer show book advertisers a free ad next year instead of returning their 
money. Antoinette S. Quinn will send letters to the advertisers. It was decided that car 
registration would stop at noon next year. Discussion was held but decisions on 
changes will be made before next year’s show.  
 
Bob Cirilli thanked those who volunteered for the Poker Run this year. Bob Moore 
thanked those who showed up for the Sewickley Parade on Memorial Day.  
 
The annual picnic is scheduled for September 12, 2010 again at Chuck Glenz’s home. 
Jack Swaney agreed to serve as Picnic Chairman.  
 
Steve Illsley asked members to sign up for the July 13, 2010 tour to Ohio.  
Clara Dresbach is planning a lunch for July 21, 2010. 
 
A discussion was held regarding the Club holding seminar-like meetings to restore, fix, 
cars, etc. Bill Swaney suggested restoring a car and then raffling it off. Submit ideas to 
Jan Smith regarding these kinds of events.  
 
Michael Quinn motioned to adjourn the meeting.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Antoinette S. Quinn 
Secretary 



Member Profile  
By: Joe Acker 

Roger and Linda Nehrer 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 This month we feature Roger and Linda Nehrer who have a wonderful collection of Packard 

automobiles.  In his garage you will see a dark green 1932 „900‟ Coupe, a black 1949 23 rd Series Sedan and a 

white and black 1954 Caribbean Convertible. 

    Roger told me his interest in cars started at a very early age, with his earliest recollection being a pedal 

car that his father had bought for him in about 1947.  He said he literally wore out the pedal car within a cou-

ple of years.  The rubber tires were worn down to the rims and all of the bearings and bushings were worn out! 

    By this time, he was old enough to ride a bicycle, but he told me a bike is not like a car!  He and his 

neighborhood friends decided they would try to build their own cars, sort of like soap box derby racers. They 

located several old wagon wheels and axles, and there were always pieces of scrape lumber lying around, so 

started to build their soap box type of cars. The only problem they could not seem to solve was the steering. 

First they tried a rope to steer, but that was not realistic, and they really wanted steering wheels. 

    One day they were riding their bikes out on Bull Creek Road when they passed by Abe‟s Junk Yard.  It 

occurred to them that they might be able to use an old automobile steering wheel to steer their cars, which they 

now began to call “Jalopies.” They found after many tries with the rope they already had for steering and using 

pulleys to direct it to the steering wheel shaft, that they could steer the jalopies with a “real steering 

wheel.”  (Abe sold the steering wheels to the boys for 50 cents!) 

   When Roger was in high school in the 1950‟s, the old car hobby was becoming very popular.  His fa-

ther would take him to any antique or classic car show he heard about. 

When Roger saw Duisenbergs, Stutzs, Packards, Auburns, Cords, Pierce Arrows and such, he became ob-

sessed with old cars for what appears to be the remainder of his life! 

   He recalls a story about an older gentlemen and his wife who owned a hobby shop in Tarentum.  Mr. 

Henry would take the boys fishing in the summer months a couple of times a month.  The car he happened to 

own was a 1949 Packard Super 8.  Roger was very impressed with the car‟s long hood and the Pelican hood 

ornament way out in front of them. This big car was smooth, quiet and very comfortable.  It seemed to be 

much more automobile than his father‟s Chevrolet. Thus Roger‟s affection for the Packards had begun. 

    About this same time, Roger encountered another Packard. He 

was delivering newspapers for the Valley Daily News in Tarentum, 

and toward the end of his route, there was a drug store. Every day 

when he finished his delivery, he would stop at the soda fountain 

there.  If his timing was right, he would arrive at the same time as a 

man who stopped at the drug store to buy a newspaper. He would 

park his 1932 Packard „900‟ coupe right in front of the store. It was 

long, low, sleek and beautifully designed and it was as quiet as a 

whisper when it pulled away from the curb. The shovel nose grille 

was unlike anything Roger had ever seen before; it was breath taking! 

Roger said he would always try to be there in time to see the Packard, 

but only saw it once or twice a week. This encounter continued for 

about a year or so, then suddenly he never saw the car again while he lived in Tarentum. 

         He and Linda joined the Western Pennsylvania Region of the Classic Car Club where he met 

A.F.Brown.  He owned a 1932 Packard “900‟ Coupe and Roger immediately recalled the car he had admired 

from his paper route days. He told Brownie the story and that his car was the same model as the Packard that 

he had seen many times in his childhood.  But the Packard he remembered was green, and Brownie‟s was red 

a

1932 Coupe from the  
Tarentum days 



and black. As they talked further about the car, Brownie said that his 

Packard was green until he repainted it.  As it tuned out, this was the 

very 1932 Packard that Roger had admired many times as a boy! 

    Brownie eventually sold his Packard to Ernst Stern in Irwin 

where it stayed in Stern‟s Auto Museum for more than 20 years. When 

that collection was finally sold and Roger and Linda had their chance to 

own the ‟32 Packard Coupe, they did not have the money to buy it! It 

was sold to Art Wenneberg in Blue Island, Illinois. 

    After he had finished college, married Linda and taught school 

for three years, they moved to Wexford where they had teaching jobs at 

North Allegheny.  His love of old cars was stronger than ever and they 

bought a 1936 Packard 8 Club Sedan for $1000. It ran, but needed a 

complete restoration. This is when Roger learned that buying a car is 

much cheaper than restoring a car. 

 In 2000 when Roger was retiring after 36 years of teaching, he 

called Art and asked him if he would consider selling his ‟32 Packard.  He did not want to part with it, but said 

he knew of another 1932 Packard „900‟ Coupe that was coming on the market.  It was in the San Francisco 

area, so Roger called Mike Ashley and inquired about his car.  He was interested in selling the car and sent 

photos and if they liked the car would make arrangements for Roger 

and Linda to fly out to see it. 

    Mike told Roger he would simplify the process and told him 

to send $1,000 and Mike would deliver the car to his door, thus sav-

ing them the trip out there.  If they didn‟t like the car and didn‟t want 

to buy it, they lost the $1,000. If they did buy the car, Mike would 

subtract the $1,000 from the agreed price.  Roger did some checking 

and found out Mike was honest and could be trusted, so they sent the 

money. 

     When Mr. Ashley and the Packard arrived at Roger‟s home, 

the car was everything Mike said it would be.  It was a very low 

mileage car with just 27,000 on the odometer.  It was in excellent 

condition and drove like a true low mileage car. Everything about 

the car‟s history was documented including the original delivery  

information. They purchased the car and it has been in their family for a decade. 

    In addition to the ‟32 Packard, they have a 1949 Packard just like the one Mr. Henry used to take the 

boys fishing in.  Roger and Linda also have a 1954 Packard Caribbean Convertible which they have owned for 

almost 30 years. Linda also has a connection with Packard‟s.  Her family owned Packard‟s until they stopped 

producing them. In her family photo album, there are a couple of pictures of her inside the family Packard. 

    Over the years Roger and Linda have owned other antique 

cars, but they seemed to prefer Packards.  They have owned six 

1950‟s Nash Metropolitans, a 1929 Model A Ford Deluxe Murray 

Bodied Town Sedan, a 1938 LaSalle Coupe, a 1935 Buick Opera 

Coupe, but the fifteen or so Packard‟s they have owned seemed to be 

their favorites. Why?  “Ask The Man Who Owns One.” 

Train approaching, whistle squealing 

1932 ‘900’ Packard 

Linda in the 1954 Caribbean 

$1000 1936 Packard in 1968 



 

Jack Swaney 

chauffeurs a  

veteran and friend 

Linda Hastings  

in his  

1953 Buick Skylark 

Antoinette Quinn gives 

final driving instructions 

for the 1950 Buick Super  

to husband Mike. 

Sewickley Memorial Day Parade 

Randy and Loretta Fusco 

are all smiles in their 

1934 Ford Phaeton 

Street Rod 



Pause! 

Thank You to 2010 Pennies Helpers 

 

I want to thank everyone, and there are many,  

from the North Hills Club that helped or  

participated in the 2010 Pennies for Patients Poker run.  

It takes a lot of help behind the scenes to design the flyers,  

directions and ads as well as work the stops and of course buy 

a hand or two and participate.  

 

Every year is a new adventure and next year will be no exception.  

The 2011 date is being changed from the third Sunday to the fourth, May 23, to miss the colli-

sion with a major Corvette show at Day Chevrolet. There will be other changes too, but you 

will have to wait to see what they are. 

 

Many thanks again from the staff at St. Barnabas, the patients and people  

such as myself who have tried to put on a fun day for all.  

 

Bob Cirilli 

 

G.P.M.C. President and N.H.H.A.C member  

Ken Barker (bonus points for knowing what the 

initials stand for) awards Antoinette Quinn 3rd 

place in the “up to 1967 Stock”  

for her 1963 Mercury Monterey at the  

All Ford-Powered Show held on June 13 



   

 

 

 Mark Your Calendar 
 
 

Ross Township Independence Day Parade 
*note new meet and start times 

 
When:  Sunday July 4 
Meet:   3:00 p.m. Parking Lot of St. John’s Lutheran  
   Church, Perrysville 
Start:   4:00 p.m. 
Destination: North on Perry Highway and end at Brandt’s  
   Funeral Home 
R.S.V.P.:  Mike or Cathy Paine  412-366-6891 
 
 
 

   Wednesday Lunch Tour and Ice Cream Stop 

 
When:  Wednesday July 7 
Meet:   11:00 am  Train Station   Mars, PA 
Destination: W. Rick’s Restaurant and Bantam Museum, Butler   
R.S.V.P.:  Pat and Ken Brennan   724-865-2929 
 
 
 

OHIO 
 
When:  Tuesday July 13 
Meet:   8:00 am  Parking Lot near Krispy Kreme Donuts in Cranberry  
Return:  approximately 6 pm 
R.S.V.P.:  Steve Illsley 724-625-1372 H   724-553-8386 C 
   Or sign up at July meeting 
Itinerary:  Maxwell China then a late breakfast 
   Columbiana antique shops     

   T.P. Tools and Equipment and Auto Museum 
   Gift Shop        
   Budd’s Auto and Truck—old stuff salvage yard 
   Dinner at Ben’s Restaurant   Ice Cream 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

       

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Collette Car Picnic 
  
When:  Sunday July 18 
Time:   1:00 p.m.   
Location:  844 Mountville Road 
   Portersville, Pa 16051 
 
Bring:  dish to share, drink, table service, lawn chair and old car  
Directions:  from Pittsburgh: 

   I-79 N to the Portersville Exit 
   Turn LEFT onto Route 488 West 
   Continue through Portersville ( 2 miles) 
   Turn Right at Mountville Church Road 

       (bottom of long hill, church sign on right) 
   Continue through stop sign 2.5 miles              
   Party on the left 

 
Questions:  724-368-8226  
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Lunch Tour and Ice Cream Stop 
 
When:   Wednesday July 21 
Destination:  Shakespeare’s Restaurant 
R.S.V.P. and Details: Clara Dresbach  724-935-8351 

 
 
 

Please refer to April and May newsletters for Antique Auto Tour Etiquette 

Avoid that 



 Mark Your Calendar 
 

 
Wednesday Lunch Tour and Ice Cream Stop 

 
When:   Wednesday August 4 
Destination:  Country Buffet and nice car collection 
R.S.V.P. and Details: Steve Illsley    724-625-1372 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Lunch Tour and Ice Cream Stop 
 
When:   Wednesday August 18 
R.S.V.P. and Details: Jim and Ann Cutuli  724-265-3238 
 
 

Indian Lake, PA 
 
When:  Sunday August 29 
Meet:   8:30 am  Oakmont-Plum Plaza on the PA Turnpike 
Leaving:  9:00 am sharp! 
Note:   This is an antique car trip, but I would not bring a Model “A” or 
any    car that might be too slow for turnpike traffic. 
R.S.V.P.:  by August 22   Steve Illsley 724-625-1372 H   724-553-8386 C 

 
 
 
 

What do you call 11 Amphicars from the USA and Canada meeting  

at Raystown Lake June 18 and 19?  A Swim-In!  

Bill and Jack Swaney had a splashing good time. 



FOR SALE 

 

 

Fleet Power Washer 3000 p.s.i. kerosene or diesel burner, two wands            

good condition $1800.00 o.b.o.   Call Steve Illsley 724-625-1372 

1966 Ford Mustang Convertible. 6 cyl. automatic. Black with red interior and 

white top.  Asking $16,500.  Call Richard or Patty at 724-935-1442.    

1965 Mustang Parts—$150  tranny, rear end bumpers and other parts 

 call Roy Smith 724-899-3643 

 

FOR SALE: 1980 Triumph TR7   

6675 original miles, new top $5500 

1981 Triumph TR8 

44,325 original miles new top, new interior to install 

Call George Misic 412-486-8566 

 

FOR SALE: 1973 Red Mercedes Benz 450SL, hard and soft top (replaced 

1998), 84,000 miles,  $13,000. or best offer.  Call 412-366-5157. 

 

FOR SALE: Riley two port overhead valve head for Model A or B engine 

It will double the h.p. of your engine. Includes all parts needed and instruc-

tion book. $2000.00 Call Bud Lawton 724-935-4160 or 724- 312-6662 

 

 

 

 

      

     Car Show………...2010 

 
 

 

Rundown feeling. 



North Hills Historic Auto Club   

 

 

North Hills Historic Auto Club 
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