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Hi Everyone,
We have a nice list of club activities so far for this season, and
more things will be added, but we really need to think about our
biggest activity, the car show.
It will be here before you know it, and Joe Somerville still needs
someone to head up 3 different areas: registration, judging, and
kid's choice. This is a day we'd like to see every able-bodied
member helping out. Your sore feet and aching back will feel
better in a couple of days, and the sunburn will heal, but the
memories of a good day with your friends will last forever.
See you soon.
Jan
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On the Cover
Joe DiSalvo
And his Door Prize
Sell those ads!

NEXT MEETING

St. Alphonsus
Cafeteria
April 11
7:00 p.m.

NORTH HILLS HISTORIC AUTO CLUB
2008 OFFICERS
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Jan Smith
Michael Quinn
Jack Swaney
Antoinette Quinn

Directors

Clara Dresbach
Carol Vivaldi
Rick Kelley

724-625-1442
Past President
Term 2012
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Jennie Barker
Joe Somerville
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Appointive Positions
Historian:
Flea Market Chairman:
Car Show Chairman:
Car Show Prog. Book
Newsletter Editor:

Ed Sipp
Bill Sheerer
Joe Somerville
Joe DiSalvo
Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661

The North Hills Historic Auto Club was founded in August of 1971. Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the second
Sunday of each month in the school cafeteria of St. Alphonsus Church located on Church Road (Rt. 19 & Rt. 910) in Wexford, unless otherwise noted in the monthly newsletter.
The newsletter is published monthly. All articles for publication must be received no later than the 20 th of each month to
MJ Phillips 263 Forsythe Rd., Valencia, PA 16059 or nhhacnews@yahoo.com. Any car or club-related news from the
membership is greatly appreciated.
An application for membership is located on the club website at http://clubs.hemmings.com/nhhac. Application for
membership and annual dues should be sent to Jack Swaney P.O. Box 152 Mars, PA 16046-0152.
Membership dues are $20.00 per year, payable by the first day of January.
Any change of address or any roster changes should be submitted to Pat O’Neill, 4077 Branding Place, Allison Park, PA
15101 or pjojlo@msn.com.
Frank & Judy Pribanic are the chairpersons of our “Get Well and Condolences” committee for the members and their
immediate families. Please notify them at 100 Cherrington Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or call 412-487-2094 or email at
van2001@verizon.net

Email Information List
If you would like to be included on the email list that informs you of
cancellations, member illnesses and similar things
that happen between newsletters,
send a note to Martha McEvoy
marthamcevoy@comcast.net
From the Editor:
When sending information for the newsletter via email, kindly send information in plain text or
as a word document. Refrain from using colored fonts and special effects such as bold fonts as
it does not always transfer easily to the newsletter.
Thanks! MJ

Minutes of the North Hills Historic Auto Club
March 14, 2010
After the Pledge of Allegiance, President Jan Smith asked if there were any corrections or additions
to the Minutes of the last meeting. Rick Kelley indicated that the Minutes reflected that there was a
discussion concerning the By-Laws. He said there was not. Jan Smith said he remembered a discussion tabling the By-Laws. Treasurer Jack Swaney reported that there was $6,788.45 in the account. Jennie Barker motioned to accept his report and Bob Moore seconded.
Don Stauffer, Bob’s son, was present at the meeting. For first reviews, no one was present. For second review, Kevin Bick, was not present.
Jan Smith read thank yous from the North Hills Jazz Choir, Salvation Army, Spina Bifida Association
and Good Samaritan Hospice. He also read a notice from the Carlisle Events Specialist and TriRiver Car Club Council. The Tri-River Car Club Council was formed in 1993 and is anxious to get
back to a larger group so there is an informational meeting scheduled at Peter’s Place in Bridgeville
on April 19, 2010. Jan Smith may attend. He will bring this item up again at the April meeting.
Bill Sheerer informed the Club that the Flea Market was cancelled by Krebs the day before it was to
happen. No Flea Market will be held this year by our Club. Jackie Sheerer indicated that the Winter
Get Away was looking good and almost here. Jan then asked Frank Pribanic about the wellness of
the Club. Frank said that Randy Fusco, Joe Acker, Sil Metzgar, Judy Pribanic, Patty Illsley and Ann
Gamber had recent hospitalizations but were doing okay. Jim Zeleznik is in a medical care facility.
Jan then informed the Club that a new After-Christmas Party Committee had been formed. It consists of the Muellers, the Gambers, the Quinns, the Barkers and Jack Swaney. There will be no
chairperson.
Joe Acker presented Joe DiSalvo with this year’s Door Prize.
Joe Sommerville spoke about the upcoming Car Show scheduled for June 6, 2010 at Mars Middle
School. Joe asked for people to consider the following open positions: Judge to replace Bob Cirilli;
Kids’ Choice chairperson to replace Barb Misic; Registration chairperson to replace Mary Jo Phillips.
Please step up to help. This year’s dash plaque will feature one of the Ackers’ automobiles. There
will be no after-show picnic.
Steve Illsley said that the April 25th tour is going to Seton Hill University and a possible car collection.
May 19th will be the first luncheon tour. Please volunteer to plan some of those. May 23rd we will be
going to John and Fran Kaiser’s and to the Fort Pitt Restoration Shop. Because of Mother’s Day,
please note that May’s meeting will be held on May 16, 2010. Jan said that the 2 nd Sunday in September will be our annual picnic.
There being no further business to discuss,
Mary Lou Swaney moved to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully submitted, Antoinette S. Quinn, Secretary

Member Profile
By: Joe Acker

Chuck Weiss
This month I am delighted to interview Chuck Weiss who joined our club over 10 years ago.
Chuck had just returned to Pa. after living in Detroit for 35 years, and Bill Swaney introduced him to the
NHHAC.
Chuck said he has been very interested in cars virtually throughout his whole life. He started working on them when he was 17. In 1959 he met and became friends with Fred Haller, who owned a Ford
Dealership in Mt. Lebanon. Fred got Chuck interested in antique cars and restoration. They met at The
Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) meeting at Bill Green’s in Pleasant Hills.
Chuck has a rather extensive collection of cars. The oldest is a 1910 Chalmers Detroit that came
from Fred Haller’s collection. This car originally came from a close friend of Fred’s, Les Henry, who
was the
curator of the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan.
Some of the other cars in Chuck’s collection include a 1926 Stutz chassis with no body. He plans
to put a Blackhawk body on it, if and when he can find one. A 1950 Lincoln Cosmopolitan originally
from St. Louis where it was a chauffeur driven vehicle. Chuck’s daughter drove this car to her senior
prom. A 1953 Ferrari 375 MM, raced by a dear friend Jim Kimberly (of the Kimberly-Clark family) in the
1954 SCCA season. He won the SCCA National Championship driving it in 1954. Its restoration involved
researching and collecting parts for 20 years. A 1955 Ford Thunderbird, which he bought new and raced in
many SCCA races. This T-Bird is his favorite car of the whole collection! A 1956 Ford Fairlane hardtop,
which originally belonged to a friend and Ford mechanic. Two 1956 Mercury 4 door hardtops, one of
which is a parts car. A 1956 Ford big window pickup truck with a lot of miles and a
bullet proof 390 FE Ford engine. A 1957
Mercury 2 door sedan with the 387 cu. in.
Lincoln Mermaid engine (ran a 159 mph 2
way average at Dayton Beach in 1957).
Five sixty’s vintage Lincolns, a 1961, 62
(his mother’s car) 63, 69 sedans and a 67
convertible. A 1963 Thunderbird with
60,000 original miles. A 1971 Ford Boss
351 Mustang, which he tagged as a factory
test vehicle then subsequently Chuck purchased it considered new with 1,500 miles
on it. It now has 3,500 original miles and
was the car his grandson drove to his senior
prom. A 1976 Mercury Grand Marquis 2
door hard top he purchased new. A 1991
Ford Mustang Coupe he purchased new. It
is obvious and Chuck admits, he likes
Chuck Weiss—Ready to race SCCA in 1956
Fords.
in his 1955 Thunderbird

Chuck has collected cars since 1955 and has only ever sold a 1926 Nash, a 1959 Lincoln Premier
which he drove for 168,000 miles, a 1961 Lincoln Continental and a 1966 Mustang Fastback.
When he turned 16, he began driving
his dad’s milk truck and has been hooked on
driving ever since.
Chuck’s first car was a 1936 Chevy 2
door sedan, that he purchased in 1948. As
you old timers know, after the war, cars were
somewhat hard to come by. This car had no
fender, splash apron or running board on the
right side. Chuck said if he hit a puddle with
the right front tire, it would get the distributor
wet and you had to pull over and sit for a
while until the heat of the engine was able to
dry things out. The rocker arms made so much
noise, the car sort of deafened you as you
drove. However, Chuck was 17 at the time
Chuck (taller of the two) and his brother
and it was transportation! He finally found a used
with
their father’s dairy truck, each holding a
right front fender and splash apron at a wrecking
glass bottle of milk.
yard in Zelienople and fabricated a running board
from a heavy piece of galvanized metal and an old
wooden ironing board from his dad’s dairy in Beaver Falls. It was his first and last Chevrolet!
Chuck’s second car was a 1936 Chrysler 4 door sedan that he bought from his dad. At the time, he was
working for his dad, driving the milk truck for his dairy business. Fortunately their home was across the street
from Morrow Motors, a Ford Dealer. Being interested in cars, Chuck got a job with Morrow washing cars in
the afternoon, then greasing and changing oil on 1949/50 Fords. He also learned how to undercoat cars there
and drove the Ford F-2 wrecker when needed.
Their shop truck was a new 1948 Ford F-1 pickup with a 3 speed on the floor with a V8 flathead engine
and it was really quick. It would out drag any Chevy, Chrysler, Plymouth, Olds, or Pontiac around.
Chuck also started night school at Geneva College, though he didn’t know what he wanted to study. By
this time, he was very interested in cars already and was working on them at every free moment. As a kid, he
built model airplanes and in the 9 th grade, wrote a thesis about eventually becoming an aeronautical engineer
and fighter pilot, but cars clearly took over. He like math and science and began to follow an engineering path
at night school.
While working at Morrow, a new 1950 Ford 4 door sedan came in that was not ordered and was for
sale. It was a stick overdrive with no radio and black Firestone tires. Chuck purchased it for $1,773, with no
discount due to the scarcity of new vehicles at the time. He very quickly traded the Firestones for some new
Goodyear whitewalls, bought fender skirts and a Ford 9 tube radio. He installed turn signals and painted the
skirts to match the silvertone grey color. He has only owned Fords since (other than the few non-Ford cars in
his collection).
In 1951, Chuck joined the Marine Corps and went to Electronics School on Treasure Island, then radio
repair school in San Diego and graduated as a radio repairman, eventually being assigned to a Force Artillery
Company at Camp Pendleton and 29 Palms. Of course, the 1950 Ford was with him throughout this time. In
fact, he drove the Ford back and forth from California to Pennsylvania 6 times during his time with the USMC.
………………….to be continued next month
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Blackwater Falls
Winter Get-A-Way

Marge said what????

Steve Illsley and Mike Coco
contemplate how to get more
members to help
at the June 6 Car Show

Steve Illsley brings his plan for getting more
members to help with the car show to Bill
Swaney (flying NHHAC colors), Bill Sheerer and
Larry DePaolis

Thanks to everyone for their cards, prayers and telephone calls
during Sil’s heart surgery and recuperation.
Gerri and Sil Metzger

Scott Elliot with brother Daniel
at the World of Wheels

ATTENTION NEW MEMBERS!
You must have your own auto insurance and provide proof of
such insurance before you go on any club trips.
Just see me at a club meeting. You can’t miss me.
Stephen Illsley

Your help is required June 6 Car Show

Mark Your Calendar
Sunday Brunch
When:
Destination:
R.S.V.P.:

April 25
Seton Hill University and possible car collection
Steve Illsley 724-553-8386
Or sign up at April 11th meeting
Wednesday Lunch Trip

When:
Destination:
R.S.V.P.:

May 19
Details at meeting
Steve Illsley 724-553-8386
Garage Tour

When:
Destination:
R.S.V.P.:

May 23
Kaiser’s and Fort Pitt Classic Cars
Steve Illsley 724-553-8386
Wednesday Lunch Trip

When:
Destination:
R.S.V.P.:

June 2
Details at meeting
Steve Illsley 724-553-8386

What are you waiting for?
Go on a tour or even better, plan one!

Your help is required June 6 Car Show

We want YOU
To Sell an Ad
for the Car Show
Program Book
1/8 page = $25
1/2 page = $60
Trophy Sponsor

=

1/4 page = $40
Full page = $100
ad cost + $25

Please call Joe DeSalvo724-776-7339
v43xcc2@yahoo.com
The program book is a major source of income for the show.

When you want to look your best for car club outings this spring and summer,
but you don't want to break the bank, try a NHHAC tee or polo shirt.
Colors for tee shirts are available in purple passion, pebble gray, or earth-tone tan.

Ladies' and men's polo shirts are available in purple passion.
We also have jackets that are ideal for those cool spring days and cool summer
nights.

Orders are normally available in a month's time.

ANNUAL CAR SHOW SUNDAY JUNE 6
!
Contact the chairperson listed to offer assistance
Registration and Judging need Chairpeople!
*Areas of Greatest Need!
Show Chairperson

Joe Somerville

C 412-443-9425
H 412-939-2984

*Parking (show)

Rick McClure

724-933-9203

*Refreshment Stand

Suzanne Acker

412-364-3875

Gates

Jackie Sheerer

412-367-3138

Parking (public)

Bill Watt

412-364-3176

Advertisement

Ernie Rensi

412-318-4919

Flea Market

Steve Parise

412-367-4928

*Show Book

Joe DiSalvo

724-776-7339

Pop

Steve Illsley

724-625-1372

PA System

Jan Smith

724-282-3320

50/50 Raffle

Warren Smith

724-776-4780

Road Signs

Jack Dougherty
Phil Deakin

412-486-3808
412-367-2146

Posters

Pat O’Neill

412-487-8512

Kid’s Choice

Rick Kelley

724-443-5046

Trophy Signs

Suzanne Acker

412-364-3875

*Judging
*Registration

You joined the club, now join the fun! Yes, it is fun. This is a major event for this
club and requires major effort by EVERYONE! Judging, Registration and Show
Parking NEED lots of help. SIGN UP NOW!

ANTIQUE AUTO TOUR ETIQUETTE
These Common Sense Rules should make all future tours more enjoyable for all participants. People do not
realize that doing certain things can disrupt the whole tour. In the past few years, several tours that were conducted by the Club had participants going off on their own and doing their own thing. These folks did not extend the common courtesy to the Tour Director of sharing their plans. Tour Directors bear responsibility for
the group when they undertake a tour. Please follow these rules if you plan to participate in any Club Tours.
If you sign up for a tour and you find out that you cannot attend, please do the common sense thing of letting
your Tour Director know you will not be attending. Waiting for someone to show up for a tour that said
they would attend shows disrespect not only to the Tour Director but to all of the other participants who
have shown up on time and are ready to go.
If you don’t sign up for a tour don’t show up at the last minute and expect to participate. Tour Director has
made reservations and given number attending to the restaurant or event. Last minute changes are not
always welcome.
Don’t just up and leave a tour and go home or go off on your own to do something not on the tour agenda,
without talking to your Tour Director. If you don’t like what the tour director planned, don’t go on the
tour – do your own thing.
If you are on an ANTIQUE AUTO TOUR and you decide to bring a modern car, please stay at the back of
the caravan. Do not intermingle with the old cars.
When the Tour Director calls everyone together at the start of the Tour, he/she is not talking to hear their
own voice. They have something important to tell you to make the tour be successful. Please stop your
personal conversations for the minute or two the Tour Director is talking and listen to what is said. All
participants will benefit from this.
As part of good touring etiquette, please follow the instructions on how to get to our destination, whether
those instructions are written, oral, walkie-talkie, etc. If everyone does what they are supposed to, then
everything will work out okay.
Last, but certainly not least, please pay attention to the auto behind you. When you make a turn, if you do
not see the car behind you, stop at the turn in a position that the car behind you will see your car when
they catch up with the group. The person in front of you will be doing the same thing and waiting for
you at the next turn. You must remain in easy viewing distance so others will know where to turn. If we
all do this, no one will get lost!
It is most important that when traveling in the tour caravan, that you leave adequate space between you and
the next car for those other cars on the road to pass you and get in. Our tour people tend to follow the
next car in less than 100 feet, almost tailgating the next car. Remember other people are out on the road
perhaps going to work and need to get by our caravan. Watch for these people trying to pass and leave at
least a city block between you and the next car, so the passing car can get in. Watch your rear view mirror and when you see a car trying to pass, check to see if another car is coming from the other direction,
and if it is clear, hand signal to the passing car to proceed around you. If you can, pull to the right as far
as you can to help indicate to them you want them to pass.
All of this is just common sense and respect for your fellow tour participants.

HELP FUEL THE ECONOMY
AND
BUY A CAR OR CAR PART!
FOR SALE: 1980 Triumph TR7
6675 original miles, new top $5500
1981 Triumph TR8
44,325 original miles new top, new interior to install
Call George Misic 412-486-8566
FOR SALE: 1966 Mustang convertible, blue with white top 6 cylinder automatic
asking $13,500 Contact Bob at 724-339-8844
FOR SALE: 1973 Red Mercedes Benz 450SL, hard and soft top (replaced
1998), 84,000 miles, $13,000. or best offer. Call 412-366-5157.
FOR SALE: Riley two port overhead valve head for Model A or B engine
It will double the h.p. of your engine. Includes all parts needed and instruction
book. $2000.00 Call Bud Lawton 724-935-4160 or 724- 312-6662
FOR SALE:
1950 Chevy fastback metal rear fenders
Purchased from GM in 1965. $1200.00 for the pair Call Bob Goetz 724-452-8600
FOR SALE:
1967 F-100 $11,800 Includes free storage until June 2010!
Air conditioning, p/s, p/b, sliding rear window, AM/FM cassette, 89 Mustang 302
HO engine, 4-barrel, C-6 automatic Call Mary Jo Phillips 724-898-9661
Restoration Services
Collectable and/or Classic Cars & Trucks Full-body rotisserie or partial body
restorations and/or mechanical upgrades/customization including plastic media
paint removal, body and chassis repairs, complete mechanical services, state inspection, and high quality painting. Call 412-781-2277 for Ron or view website
www.FortPittClassicCars.com
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